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In reprindn^ a portion of the Utarary produc- 
iiom q[ Mr. Wirt, the publishers haTelthought 
that a few partieulacs might not be unacceptable 
to the r^bder, of an individual who has kmg 
been familiar to the {mblic in other poeitioas 
very di£h:ent from that of 'the writer or meie 
man of letters. They are indebted, in great 
part, for the opportunity of giving these details, 
to msfterials collected by another hand, some time 
since, and ix another purpose. The present 
oocaricm may excuse a sketch which other obvi- 
ous considerations, however, may raider some- 
what meager. Biography has a deticate c^Sce 
while her subjects are yet living, as she may be 
accused of flattery on the one hand, and, on the 
other, may be thought to misplace and mistime 
the inq)artial censure which she, no less Uian 
History, owes to truth, when, like the lEigypdan 
tribunal, Ae sits in judgment on the dead. 
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With regard to .the subject himself, the mind 
most conscious of integrity, and the most hafqpy 
in deserved success, may naturdlly shrink from 
that scrupulous analysis which is necessary to 
a full delineation <^ it. It is as naturally averse 
to the relaticm of many things, trivial in them- 
selves, but characteristic, and which on that 
account are eagerly sought when the actors are 
no more, though till then they may fiJl to excite 
curiosity or interest in the public. Ccmtempo- 
rary actors have their sensibilities also ; a con- 
sideraticm which, in tracing the c(»npetiti(His 
and conflicts through which an individual has 
wrought his way to honour and influeirce, may 
require many sketches to be withheld, much of 
the colouring softened, and much of what may 
be called the material action suppressed. 

It is not so much the brief manoir deigned 
in the fdOowing pages that leads to these sug- 
gestions, as the observation how (^ten they are 
neglected in the license of the press and the rage 
of anecdote. But even in this hasty sketch, it is 
evident how many passages of a life somewhat 
vark)us andrbusy, and how many inddents col- 
lected by his intimates, firom an acute observer 
and lively describer, must thus be excluded, 
though at the expense of the vivacity of the 
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whole picture. At some future day, and by 
some haj^er hand, a more minute delineation 
might be {profitably exhibited of singular merit 
gradually achieving its own reward; a career 
the more interesting as descriptive of a course of 
fcMTtune famfiiar, though not peculiar indeed, to 
our happy^country, where native talent has a 
fair field, and where its acquisitions of honour 
are more unquestionably the firuit of its own 
intrinsic vigour. 

In point of pecuniary circumstances and early 
education, the subject of our memoir had what 
may be reckoned middling advantages, consider- 
ing the aspect of our country in both particidars 
at that early day. His parents left him some 
patrimony, small indeed, but which was suffi- 
cient to procure him the usual instruction of the 
gramntar-schooj. He was bom at Bladensburg, 
in Maryland, on the 8th of November, 1772, and 
was the youngest of six childi*en of Jacob and 
Henrietta Wirt. His father was a Swiss, his 
mother a German ; the fijrst died when he was 
yet an in&nt, the latter when he was but eight 
years old. An orphan at this tender age, he 
passed into the family and guardianship of his 
uncle, Jasper Wirt, who, as well as his wife, was 
a Swiss by birth, and then resided near the same 
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tfflage, not fer, we ibink, from the Washington 
road. Mr. Wirt retains very vivid imfH^ssicHis 
of the character of his aunt, which aare worth 
preserving, both as on amiaMe picture of a pious 
and constant temper, and as an evyence of early 
o|36erva|]on in the relater. He has always spoken 
of her as having a cast of character '^worthy of 
the land of William T^. She was tall and 
rather larg^ framed, with a &ir complexion, and 
a face (bat must have been handsome m youth. 
Her kindliness {tf twnpei'seemd to have made it» 
i^ual indelible impression on sensitive and lively 
childhood, whose little errors often require that 
tender disposition to excuse, whi<5h is sure to be 
repaid by its warm; gratitude. With t\m allow- 
ance for the weakne^ of others, she seems to 
have had nooe of her own, pos^essii^ a fine 
mind, and an' uncommcm mixture of firmness 
and sensibility. She was very religious, and 
a great reader of pious bodsB, o( which cme, an 
old foUo German Bible or fiimily expositor, in 
its Wnding (rfwood or black leather, with brass 
clasps, was held in veneraUe remembrance by 
the boy, struck, ho doubt, by ike air and voice 
nf devotion and deep feeling with which she was 
accustomed to read the consolatory vdume abud. 
A little incident exhibits a touch (rf heroism in 
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her not unworthy to be related. A thunderstorm 
came up one evening imusuaUy violent, and as 
the lightning became more terrific, the aunt got 
down her Bible, and began to read aloud. The 
women were exceedingly fri^tened, especially 
when one appalling fiash struck a tree in the 
yard, and drove a large splinter towards them. 
They flew from their chairs into the darkest cor- 
nars of the room. The aunt alone remained firm 
in her seat, at a table in the middle of the floor, 
and noticed the peal in no other way than by 
the increased ^aergy of her vdce.. This contrast 
struck the youi^ observer, then not mcM-e than 
six years ci age, with so much force, that he 
describes ihe scene as fresh before him to the 
present mcsnent, and as' giving him an early 
impressi(m of the superiour dignity with which 
firmness and piety invest the diaracier. 

Host livdy boys remember fretty feithfiiUy 
the picturesque scries or incident^ of their child- 
hood, the village green, the haunted house, the 
first adv^t of the rope-dancer, and those ^ Cir- 
censian games" with which they are as univer- 
sally captivated as were the Roman People 
themselves. The personages also that figured 
in the early scene, are remembered with some 
general notion of their being venerable or ridicu< 
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lotis, good-natured or cross, in the reputation of 
the neighbourhood, or in the apprehension of the 
urchin himself. Our future jurisprudent might 
be thought to be bom for a painter or a drama- 
tist, to judge from his oddly minute memory of 
locaUties, persons and costume. The village of 
Bladensburg was at this time the most active 
and bustling place of trade in Maryland. It 
stands in the midst of a tobacco country, and 
was then the great place of export for the state. 
There was a large "tobacco inspection" there, 
several rich resident merchants, and some Scotch 
and other foreign factors, with large capitals. 
During this its "high and palmy state," a lot in 
it was worth the price of three of the best lots in 
Georgetown, Belhaven, (now Alexandria,) or 
Baltimore. It is now a decayed, ruinous ham- 
let, through which the late Attorney-General of 
the United States has often passed, in his profes- 
sional journeys, with those natural emotions, no 
doubt, which such a spot, revisited under such 
circumstances, might excite in minds of less 
poetical sensibility than his. But if there is a 
complacent satisfaction to be envied on earth, it 
is that which must often have arisen in his mind 
in retracing this scene of his childhood. At that 
day the free empire in which he was to be an 
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ornament and a conspicuous actor, had not even 
an existence ; and little did those foresee, who 
caressed him as an apt, imitative boy, that on 
hills almost within sight of his humble patrimo- 
nial roof, proud domes were to arise in which he 
was to discharge the functions. of the highest 
legal office of therepuMic,and,sit in council on 
its most momentous concerns. When a few 
years aiterward it was a question with his guar- 
dian whether to continue his education with the 
small means devolved from his father, an ex- 
pression was let 611 by his worthy and not undis- 
ceming aunt, involuntarily prophetic. In urging 
that he should be continued at school, ^<When 
I look at that dear child," said she, '^ he hardly 
seems one of us, and I weqp when I think of 
him." They were doubtless tears of joyful pride, 
the full measure of which it is as natural and 
frequent a wish, as it is often a vain one, that 
th^ tender guardians of youthful promise might 
(^ner live to feeL 

In his seventh yeox he was sent from home 
to scho(d; a melanchdiy era in the memory of 
mosi'bojTB. There was a classical school in 
Georgetown, eight miles from Bladensburg, un- 
der the direction of a Mr. Rogers, and the boy 
was placed to board at the house of a Quaker of 
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the name of Scholfield, who occupied asmalllog 
house oa Bridge-street. His wife was a kind 
creature, whose good nature was touched by the 
grief of the child at his first exile fiom home, 
and displayed itsfelf in many characteristic topics 
of consolation, remembered to this day by a tem- 
per naturally sensitive and grateM. Among 
other little expedients by which the good-natured 
woman sought to allay the burst of boyish sor- 
row, she had recourse to the story of Joseph in 
Egypt She made him enter into the distresses 
of the s6n and his aged iather in their separation, 
and so forget his own ; insinuating that, as the 
separation had brought Joseph to great honours, 
so his might turn out equally fortunate. 

When the boy grew to be a man, he went to 
see kind Mrs. Scholfield, and a warmer meeting 
seldom takes place between mother and son. 
Schools for teaching the classics vrere rare in 
those days, and Mr. Rc^ers's contained quite a 
small army of boys and young men, of whom 
Richard Brent, since a member of Congress 
from Virginia, was one. Our tyro remained at 
it less than a year, and never had much pleasure 
in recollecting it, perhaps firom some injudicious 
rigour, which he thought had the effect of break- 
ing his spirit. He was transferred to a classical 
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't^faod in Chailes county, Maryland, about forty 
miles from Bladensburg, and boarded with an 
old widow lady of the name of Love. The 
school was kept by one Hatch Dent, in the ves- 
try-house of Neviport church. Here, being a 
Uvely boy, he was agreat favourite in the &mily, 
and seems to have Uen as happy as a boy can 
be, separated from tht natural objects of his 
affection, and with notUng to mar his pleasure 
except going to schod and getting tasks in the 
holydays, the latter of which seems to have been ' 
an ingenious ccmtrivance of our forefathers to de- 
form the elysium of vacations by an early hint of 
the transitoriness of pleasure. In tthese changes 
from place to place, he appears to have been 
fortunate in finding kind friends; a circumstance 
which, as it arose out of a natural goodness of 
disposition, accompanied him through life. 

Mr. Dent was a most excellent man, very 
good-tempered, who either found no occasion^ 
or, with the exception of a single apfdication of 
the ferrule, no inclinatioii, to punish his young 
pupil, who in two years advanced as &r as 
Caesar's Commentaries, though perhaps vnthout 
being properly grounded in his author. Here, 
. as at Georgetovm, thei:e was quite a crowd of 

boys, and several young meoi fully grown. 
2* 
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1 Ajboe^ the latter was Alexander CampSell, who 
f afierwaid became well known in Yiiginia as 
an orator, and still more for his untimdy and 
melancholy death. This aocom^hed and mi* 
icMTtmu^ gentleman, of whoss argum^t in the 
case of Bay and Gam^*^r»(x»ted in .Washing* 
ton's Reports, "ilb. Pend^on, the President <^ 
the Court of Af^^eals, issaidtohave spoken as 
the most perfect modeTof forensic discussion he 
had ever heard, wbM then from eighteen to 
twenty years of ag^ manly and dignified in bis 
d^rtment, and rf a grave and thoughtful air, 
occasionally, o^, relaxed mto a gayer mood, 
and with that remarkable tremulous eye by 
which otheiv of his iamily were also distingukfa- 
ed. He bad just gained the prize of doquence 
in the ^school at Georgetown, and his manners 
perhaps as much as his age procured him from 
' the schod-boys at Mr. Dent's, the title of Mr. 
CampbdU. He b^an his care^ at the bar scmie 
years after Chief Justice Marshall and Judge 
Washington, who must themsdves have cc»n* 
menced practice after the Revolutionary War. 
Bdmund Randdph b^an a Iktie brfore, or per- 
! haps just at the breaking out of the war, and 
Patrick Henry about fifteen years earlier. All 
these cdebrated mm were stiH at the bar wh^ 
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^ Mr. Campbell appealed at it ; he wq0 engaged 
frequently in the same causes with them, and it 
18 a high praise to say that even among them he 
was a distinguidied man. Mr. Wirt has said 

I of him, ^<he did not wield the Herculean club of 
Marshall, nor did his rhetoric exhibit the Gothic 
magnificence of Henry ; but his quiver was fi;ir- 
nished with arrows polished to the finedt point, 
that were launched wkh ApoQcmian &}sM and 
; grace.'^ He was yet at the bar of the superiour 
courts of Virginia, when Mr. Wirt had grown up 
and commenced the practice of law in the upper 
part of that state, and was hdd to stand in the 
first rank of genius. The latter adds, ^^ Some 
ot the most beautiful touches of eloquence I have 
ever heard, were echoes from Campbdl whidi 
reached ys in our mountains." This promising 
career was cut short by a lam^itable death. He 
left a whimsical will, in whidi, among other 
odd things, was a request that no eioat might 
be laid on his grave, for the reason, thai, if a 
stone were placed on every grav^ thilf^'Weuld 
be no earth left iat tillage* 

From Mr. Dent's, the subject of dnr memoif 
was removed in his elev^ith year, to a very 
flourishing schod kept by the Rev. James Hunt, 
a Presbyterianclergyman in Mon^omery county, 
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Marylaod. At this school he remained tiU it 
was broken up, that is, till 1787, and here, dur- 
ing a period of four years, he received the prin- 
cipal part of his education, being carried through 
all the Latin and Greek claseAcs then usually 
taught in grammar-schools, and instructed in 
geography and some of the branches pf the 
mathematics, including arithmetic, trigonometry, 
surveying, and the first six books of Euclid's 
Elements. During the last two years of the 
time, he boarded with Mr. Huntl This gentle^ 
man was a graduate of Princeton college, of 
pome learning, fond of conversation and reading, 
and when engaged in the latter, of evenings, 
would sometimes read to the boys any interesting 
passages of the book before him. One of his 
fevourites was Josephus, in which our youth 
was as much taken with the account of the his- 
torian's defiance of the fortified town of Jotapata, 
as Kotzebue tells us he was captivated in like 
manner by the story of the siege of Jerusalem. 
Our clergyman, who in his suit of black velvet 
was quite a stately and graceflil person, had a 
pair of globes and a telescope, with the aid of 
which, and by conversation, he gave his pupib 
some smattering of astronomy. Added to these 
was an electrical machine, with which he took 
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pleasure in making experiments, to the enter- 
tainment and instruction not only of his scholars, 
but of the ladies and gentlemen of the neigfaboiir- 
hood« But the most important part of his {{OS- 
sessions was a good general Ubrary, in which 
our youth, now a lad of twelve or thirteen, first 
contracted a passion for reading, or fed it rather, 
it being firs^ kindled by " Guy, Earl of War- 
wick,'' which he ohudaed from a carpenter in the 
employ of Mn Hunt, and further fanned by a 
fragment of i^eregrine Pickle, neither of which 
fiunous n'orks, probably, was found in the library 
of thf reverend preceptor. Those which made 
th« nearest approach to them were the British 
Dramatists, which our reader devoured with 
insatiable ajqpetite, and, having exhausted them, 
was driven from necessity on the works of Pope 
and Addiscm, and then on H(»me's Elements of 
Oiticism. As this reading was wholly a volun- 
;i^!ry, and scnnewhat frutive affidr on his part, he 
drifted along through the library pretty much 
like the h^o of Waverley and the historian of 
Waveriey himself as chance or caprice directed, 
mastering nothing perhaps, yet increasing his 
stock of ideas, and deriving some cultivation of 
taste from the exercise; a sort of reading much 
too captivating and absorbing to the youthful 
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mind not to impregnate it with thought, and fit 
ft, at afi events, for better directed efforts ]{as the 
sheddii^ from our fcnrests prqntres a ridier sofl 
for the hand of regular cultivation/^ Th^ dis- 
covery thai Pope began to compose at twelve 
years of age, begat in our student the same sort 
of emuktioQ as the like example in Cowley did 
in Pope. He reproached himself for his back- 
wardness when he was now already thirteen. 
The first attempt was a little^discouraging. It 
was in verse, and he was embartb^ed as usual 
by the awkwaord alternative of sacrificing the 
rhythm to the thought, oi* (which is the usual 
preference in such cases,) the thought to the 
rhythm. He came to the disappointing conchi- 
sion that he was no poet, but indemnified him- 
self by more lucky efforts in (ttose, one of Vhich 
falling into the hands of Mr. Hunt, he exprt^sed 
his favouraMe sur^Nrise, and exhorted the adv^i* 
ti»rer to persevere, who thus encouraged became 
a oinfirmed reader and author. 

One (tf these juvenile essays was engendered 
by a school incident, and was a piece of revenge, 
more Intimate than schoolboy invention is apt 
to inflict when sharpened by wrongs real or 
imaginary. There was an usher at the schod, 
and this usher, who was moire learned and me- 
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thodical than even-tempered, was one morning 
delayed in the customary routine by the absence 
of his principal scholar, who was young Wirt 
himself. In his impatience he went often te the 
door, and espying some boys dingyig Uke a 
knot of bees to a cherry-tree not &r off, he con- 
cluded that the expected absentee was of the 
number, and nursed his wrath accordingly. 
The truth was, that the servant of a neighbour 
with whom Wirt was boarded at the time, had 
gone that morning to mill, and the indispensable 
break&st had been delayed by his late return. 
Thia apology, however, was urged in vain on 
the tisher, who charged in corroboradon the 
plunder of the cherry-tree; and though this was 
as stoutly as truly rejoined to be the act of an 
English school hard by, the recitation of mas- 
ter Wirt proceeded under very threatening prog- 
nostks of storm. The lesson was in Cicero, 
and at every hesitation of 'the reciter, the elo- 
quent volume, brandished by the yet chafing 
tutor, descended within an inch of his head, 
without quailing his facetiousness however, for 
he said archly, "take care, or youll kill me." 
We have heard better timed jests since from the 
dexterous orator, for the next slip brought a blow 
in good earnest, which being as forcible as if 
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Logic herself, wkh her "clooed fist," had deah 
M^ felled our hero to the ground. ^^ I'll pay you 
for this, if I Uve," said the fellen champion, as 
he rose from the field. " Pay me, will you?" 
said ^e ush^, quite furious ; " you wSl never 
live to do that" " Yes, I will," said the boy. 

Our youth was an author, be it remembered, 
and that is not a rac^ to take an injury, much 
less an affiront, calmly. The quill, too, was a 
lair weapon against an usher, and by way of 
vent to his indignation at this and other con* 
tinned outrages, but with cto view to what so 
seriously fell out firom it in furtherance of his 
revenge, he indited some time afterward an 
ethical essay oa Anger« In this, after due exhi- 
bition of its unhappy efi^ts, which, it may be, 
' would have enlightened Seneca, though be has. 
himsdf professed to treat the same sutiject, he 
reviewed those relaUons and functions of life 
most exposed to the assaults ctf this Fury. A 
parent with an undutiful son, said our nUHralist, 
must often be very angry ; — a master with his 
servant, an inn-keq)er with his guests; — but it 
is an usher that must the oftenest foe vexed by 
this bad passion, and, right or wrong, find him- 
self in a terrible rage ; and so he w^t on, in a 
manna: very edifying, and very descriptive of 
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the case, character and manner of the expounder 
ijf Cicero. Well jdeased with his wcMrk, our 
author found a most admiring reader in an elder 
boy, who, charmed with the mischief as much 
as the wit of the occasion, pronounced it a most 
excellent performance, and very fit for a Satur- 
day morning's declamation. In vain did our 
wit object strenuously the daxkg&m of this mode 
of publication. The essay was '^got by heart," 
and deckumed in the presence.of the school and 
of the usher himself, who, ^o^raged at the satire, 
demanded the writer, otherwise threatening the 
dedaimer with the rod. EQs magnanimity was 
not {NToof against this, and he betrayed the 
incognito of our author, who happened the same 
evening to be in his garret when ipaster u^er, 
the obnoxious satire in hand, came into the 
apartment bdow to lay his complamt before his 
fNrincipal. Mr. Hunt's house was one of those 
one-stmy rui^c mansions yet to be seen in Ma- 
ryland, where the floor of the attic, widiout the 
intervention of ceiling, forms the roof of the 
apartment below, so that the culprit could eacdly 
be die hearer, and even the partial spectator, of 
the inquisitioii held on his case. "Let us see 
this offensive libel," said the preceptor, and awfid 
were the first sflent moments of its perusal, 
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which were brokea, first by a suppressed titter, 
and finally, to the loighty relief of the listener, 
by a loud burst of laughter. "Pooh! pooh! 
Mr. -— — , this is but the sally of a lively boy, 
and best say no more about it; besides that, in 
foro conscientuB^ we can hardly find him guilty 
of the 'pubUcation.' " This was a victory; and 
when Mr. Hunt left the room, the conqueror, 
tempted to sing his "lo triumphe" in some .song 
allu^ve to the country of the discomfited party, 
who was a foreigner, was put to flight l^ the 
latter's ruslMng fiiriously into the attic, and 
snatching firom under his piltew scune hick«ries^ 
the fasces of his office, and inflicting some smart 
strokes on the flying satirist, who did not stay, 
like Voltaire, to write a receipt for them. The 
usher left the school in dudgeon not long after- 
ward, like the worthy in the doggerel rhymes, ~ 

" The hero who did 'sist upont 
He wouldn't be deputy to Mr. Hunt" 

Many years after, the usher and his scholar 
met again. Age and poverty had overtaken the 
poor man, and his former pupil- had the oppor- 
tunity of showing him some kindnesses which 
were probably not lessened by the recollection of 
this unpremeditated revenge. 

Another little incident that occurred at this 
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schocd had some effect in shajMiig the fortunes 
c( the sulDJect of this sketch. Mr. Hunt was in 
the habit of giving his boys one day in the court 
week at Montgomery court-house, to go and 
hear the lawyers plead. There w^e then 
some distinguished men at that bar, and among 
them one who had just commenced practice^ the 
late William H. Dorsey. This was a great treat 
to the boys, who made their way on foot, early 
of a morning, to the court-house, about four 
miles; took their positicm in some gallery or box, 
from which they could hear and see all that 
passed; and looked and listened with all the 
greedy attention c^ young roMics at their first 
visit to a theatre. The strug^es of young Dorsey 
with the veterans oppoeed to him, feund moii 
fiivour in the eyes of these exoterick disciples of 
the law. Hte was fluent, keen, animated and 
dexterous, and as often the foiler as the foiled. 
This eport was so delightful to them that they 
determined to have a court of their own, and 
Wirt was iqppointed to drfil a constitution and 
body of laws, which he teforted accordingly, 
with an apologetic letter prefixed. In this court 
he was a practitioner of eminence. The semi-an- 
naal examinations and exhibitions at the school 
aff^^ded another theatre of competition. On 
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these occasions they delivered speeches and acted 
plays, and as Mr. Hunt had high notkns of ora- 
tory, Mid duly instructed them in tone and^ ges- 
ture, and as Uiere were always large audiences 
of gentlemen and ladies, the occasion was fuU 
of exditemeut and emulation. Wirt hor^ off one 
of the [Hrizes of eloquence at these exhibitions ; 
his speech was a prologue <rf Farquhar's, adapt- 
ed to the occasion by Mr. Hunt, and, young ad 
he was, he could not hdp suspecting that his 
reverend teacher's partiality for his own work 
bad some tsheae in the award <^ the prefer^ice. 
There was another exercise at this school, now, 
we believe, isillen iftto disuse, at least in America^ 
This was ^capping verses,'* as it k called, — a 
sort of game of the memory to which we suspect 
the oratiop of St. Steph^i's chapel are as much 
^ indebted for the quotations from the classics in 
vbguQ there, as to cmy warm poetic s^^bilky. 
In this ex&cme, whidi is not an unusefid one, 
the boys became at length so weU suf^Iied 
witl^ the appropriate weapons, that the v^iemblo 
teacher had to close it himself, whidi he was 
wont to do with Virgil's "Claudke jam rivos, 
pueri, sat prata biberunt" 

When Mr. Hunt's school was broken up, his 
pui»l was but fifteen, and fab little patrimony 
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lieing infiufficient either to support him at college 
or meet the expense of a professional education 
he was exposed to the danger of an idle residence 
in the village of Bladensburg, under no other 
control than that which his guardian thought 
jHToper to exercise, which practically was no con- 
trd at alL From the dangers of this situation 
the '' constitution'' and pre&tory, letter before 
mentioned, chanced to be instrumental in deli- 
vering him. Among the boys at school when 
that juvenfle trifle was produced, was Ninian 
Edwards, the late governor of Illinois, the son 
of Mr. Benjamin Edwards, who resided in Mont* 
gomery county, and subsequently represented 
that district in Congress. On his rd,urn home, 
young Edwards took with him the aforesaid 
ccmstitution and letter for the amusement of his 
&ther; and that gentleman fanded that he saw 
something of promise in the letter which deserved 
a better &te than the young author's seemed 
likely to be. On the evidence of this little 
essay, for he had never seen him, and learn- 
ing that he had completed the course of the 
grammar-school, and had not the means to pueb 
his education further; perhaps, too, on the fa- 
vourable report of his school-fellows, he kindly 
wrote to invile him to take up his residence iu 
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his fenfly, where, he said, he could prepare the 
writer's scm and nephews for college while he 
couM at the same time continue his studies with 
the aid of the small library there. The invita- 
tion was accepted, and fortonatdy so, it beings 
Mr. Wirt^s conviction, often expreeiped, that it 
was to this gentleman's peculiar and happy cast 
of character that he owed most of what may be 
praiseworthy in his own. Mr. Edwards's educa- 
tion was limited; but he had diat natural vigour 
of mind which more than atones for its defects* 
He had found Idsure, nevertheless, ainidst his 
occupations as planter and merchant, to acquaint 
himself with |he hist(»ians, from whom he had 
imbibed as lively ft veneration for the Catos 
and Brutuses as Algernon Sydney himself. 
His own person and presence had much of the 
heroie character. To these he added a polite 
and easy manner, which, though a little stately 
al^oad, was sportive and facetious in private. 
This gentleman, so wdl adapted to win the 
regard of a young num, whfle his character pre- 
sented a modd very proper to be imitated, was 
also a natural orator, unaffected, but with all 
that unction which natural benignity imparts. 
On some occasicm that concerned the interests of 
his country, he px)nounced a maiden speedi in 
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the aesembly of Maryland, wlueh was 00 well 
received by the patriot, Samuel Chem^ that he 
came across the house, and warmly cdngmtida- 
ted the speaker. He had a melodious and'flexi- 
Ue voice, his ennndatkm was distinct andxiear, 
and his language astomshin^y c<^ious, eorfed 
and appropriate. A still better point than these 
for forming a young mind, was the candour 9aid 
moderation of his way erf thinking. InteHactEial 
arrogance, he often took occasion to say, was the 
strangest fxoof of ignorance a&d imbeoility ; and 
though an independent thinker, with bold and 
original conceptions, he liked to draw out (beee 
about him to combat his opinions. One dwells 
with satisfaction on characters of this cast, of 
which our revolutionary age, like all other great 
and stirring crises, was profuse. Indeed, Mr. 
Edwards added to the properties we have de- 
scribed, the full inspiratign of thai remarkable 
period; and having been conversant with its 
scenes and its actors, felt that wc^m and high 
patriotism which the difSculties vni llie happy 
issue of the struggle were equally adapted to 
create. 

. This kind and judick)us man, whose shave in 
fanrAng the character of his young frfend, and 
giving his fortunes a ihvourable turn, has led us 
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lo ipeak <^ Urn more at large, look great pains 
to draw out the qualities and talents of the youth 
from the cloud of a natural badifulness. This 
timidity was so great that he coidd scarcely get 
throu^ a sentence intelligiMy j^ and to correct 
this Has of temp^, his frkoid endeavoured to 
raise his estimate of himself, kindly reminding 
him of his natural advantages, and that, in the 
common j^ase, the game of his fcntune was in 
his own hand. He pointed his attention td 
many men who had emerged from an obscure 
con<yti(m by fwce of their own exertions ; effi>rt3 
to which our poMtical institutions were especially 
{Nrq[»tious, as they threw open the lists oi honour 
to g^^j^ous emulation. ^' Mr. Dorsey," sa^d he,^ 
^^wh(mi you so much admire, and Mr. Pinkney, 
whom you have not seen, but who is more wot- 
thy still ot your admiration, are making their 
own way to distincticoi, under as great disadvan- 
tages as any you have to encounter." These 
encotdragements and assurances were regarded 
bv the youth as kindly overchai^mg his advi- 
^r's real estimate of him, and as a kind of pious 
fraud, intended f(Nr his good; till many years 
afto-, wh^Q he was chancellor at WilUamsburg, 
in Virginia, he received a long letter from his dd 
tiend, reminding him of these predicticms, and 
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adding that he considered his career as only 
b^un. 

Mr. Wirt's enunciation was at this time of 
life thick and hasty, and he was altemaldy 
counseled and rallied on this defect by hit 
fidend, whose discernment and native goodness 
of heart, seem equally to have engaged him in 
developing the mind and manners of the yoiung 
map, and urging him upon a career befitting \m 
natural good parts. As this impeded utterance 
arose chiefly from the bashfUbaesb which Mr. 
Edwards, as we have said, took such kind 
means to counteract, the Jatt^r, amcmg other «x^ 
aizq[^ of encouragement, used to tell the story 
of his own debuf in the Maryland Assembly, 
when, as he declared, his alarm spread such a 
Biist befdfe his eyes that he spoke, as it were, in 
the dark, and was surprised 4o find firom Mr* 
Chase's congratulation, that he had even been 
talking sense. He at the same time directed 
our youth's attention to historical studies, which, 
had formed no part of his reading in his misoeir 
laneous and accidental selections firom Mr. 
Hunt's library. 

Under the roof of Mr. Edwards, or in his 
immecBate nesghbouihood, the subject of our 
memdr remained about twenty months, in thd 
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occiipatioiffi already described. These increased 
his Similarity with the Latin and (Sreek classics, 
and led him to exercises of his own pen, which 
often served for the dedamations of the boya 
under his instruction. Thus, at 'a most critical 
age, and under cii^cumstances which but for Mr. 
Edwards, might have jdunged him into that 
idle career which is often the consequence of dis- 
couraging prospects, he was engaged in a course 
of life highly &vourable to his mental habits, 
while in the lessons and example of a valuaUe 
fii^Kl, he found not less propitious impulses to 
his, m(Mra]s, and to raising his hopes and views in 
life. It were ascribing too much sway to mere 
accid^t in '^ diaping our ends," not to interpose 
a rmiai^ which these anecdotes may have 
already suggested. Doubtless the mei^ was nqi 
small which could awake so friendly and tender 
a concern ; and must, under any circumstances, 
have attracted r^^ard, and found efikient friends* 
Men sddom achieve more than they dteserve ; 
a prcqposkion for the most part denied by those 
only who in some way have been wanting to 
themselves. 

In this year, 1789, showing some symptoms 
of what was feared to be consumption, he wa» 
advised, by his physician, to pass the winter m 
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a southern climate. He went accordingly on 
hoiseback, as &r as Augusta, in Georgia, and 
remained there till the fdlowing ^ring. On his 
return^ he commenced the study of law at Mont- 
gomery court-house, with Mr. William P. Hunt, 
the son of his old preceptor; this he pursued 
subsequently with Mr« Thomas Swann, now the 
United States' Axtomey for the District of Co- 
lumbia, on whose application, aided by his good 
offices, he obtained a Ucense for practice in the 
autumn of 1792. In the same autumn he re- 
moved to Culpejqper court-house, in Yirginia, 
and comm^Diced his professicmal career there, 
being at the time only twenty years of age. 

His health had now become confirmed, and 
be entered with the advantage ot a. vigorous 
constitution, on a profes^n whose tcnlsomeness 
rendeis that advantage hardly less essential to 
qdendid success, than, in the opinion o! the 
Gieat Captain of the age, it was to military for- 
tune. He had, from nature, the iurther recom- 
mendation of a good person and carriage, and 
{^ a prepossessing appearance. The urbanity 
which now belongs to him, was then alloyed by 
some impetuousness of manner. It arose, we 
b^eve, chiefly out of his own diffidence, a feel- 
ing which ofien makes the expression turbid, 
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and gives an air ctf vdiemence to what is only 
hurry. His utfemnce was stili &idty. A friend 
who knew him a little after this period says, that 
when heated by argument, his ideas seemed to 
outstrip his pow^ of expression ; his tongue 
appeared too large; he clipped some of his 
words sadly ; his v<^ice, sweet and musical in 
conTersaticm, grew loud and harsh, his articula- 
tion rapid, indistinct and imperfect With these 
advantages and defects, such as they were, he 
was to begin the onnpetitions of the bar in a part 
of the country \diere he was quite unknown, and 
where much talent had preoccupied the ground 
with experience on its side, and acquaintance 
- with the people and thdr affairs. There is no 
part of the woiid where, more than in Virginia, 
these endMUtassments would be lessened to a 
new adventurer; as there is nowhere a more 
courteous race cS gentlemen, accessible to the 
prepossessions which merit excites. There was 
however another embarrassment; our lawyer 
had no cause ; but he ^cicountered here a young 
friend much in the same circumstances, but 
who had a single case, which he proposed to 
share with Wirt as the means of making a joint 
debtU; and with this small stock in trade, they 
went to attend the first county-court. 
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Their case was one of joii^t assault and bat* 
tery, with joint judginent against three, (rf. whom 
two had been released subsequently to the judg* 
meat, and the third, who had been taken in 
execution, ^tnd impoisoned, claimed the benefit 
of that release as enuring to himself. Under 
these circumstances, the matter of discharge 
having happened since the judgment, the old 
remedy was by the writ of audita querela* But 
Mr. Wirt and his associate had learned from 
their Blackstone that the indulgence of courts in 
modem times, in granting smnmary relief in 
such cases, by motion, had, in a great measure, 
superseded the use of the old writ ; and accord- 
ingly presented their case in the form of a mo* 
tion. 

The motion was opened by Wirt's friend, with 
all the alarm of a first essay. The bench was 
then, in Virginia county-courts, composed of the 
ordinary justices of the peace ; and the elder 
members of the bar, by a usage the more neces^ 
sary from the constitution of the tribimal, fre- 
quently interposed as amid curicBj or informers 
of the conscience of .the court. It appears that 
on the case being opened, some of these custom- 
ary advisors denied that a release to one after 
judgment released the other, and they denied idso 
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the propneiy oi (he fojrm of proceeding. The 
ire of our -beginiier was kindled by this reception 
of his friend, and by this y(duntary interference 
with their motion ; and, when he came to reply, 
he fergot the natural alarms of the occasion, and 
hiaintained his point with recollection and firm- 
ness. This awaked the generosity of an elder 
member of the bar, a person of consideration in 
the neighbourhood, and a good lawyer. He 
stepped in as an au^gdliary, remarking that he 
also was nmicus curicB, and perhaps as much 
entitled to act as such, as others ; in which ca- 
pacity he would state his convictioikof the pro^ 
priety of the motion, and thai the court was not 
at liberty to disregard it ; adi^ng that its having 
come from a new quarter gave it but a 'stronger 
daim on the candour and urbanity of a Yirginian 
bar. The two friends carried th^ point in 
triumph, and the worthy ally told his brethren, 
in his plain phrase, that they had best make &ir 
weather with one who{)romised to be ^' a thorn 
in' Aeir side." The' advice was, we dare say, 
unnecessary. The bar of that county wanted 
neither talent nor courtesy ; and the champion 
having vindicated liis prdensions to enter the 
lists, was thenceforward engaged in many a 
courteous ^^ passage at arms." 
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The auxiliary mentioned in the above anec- 
dote was the late General John Mine^, of Frede- 
ricksburg, €€ whom Mr. Wirt, in subsequent 
years, often qpoke.with strong gratitude and 
esteem. " There waa never," he says,* " a more 
finished and enge^ing gentleman, nor one of ^ 
more warm, honest, and affectionate heart. He 
was as brave a man, and as true a patriot^ as 
ever lived. He was a most excellent lawyer too, 
with a most persuasive flow of eloquence, simfde 
natural, graceful, and most affecting wherever 
there was room for pathos ; and his pathos was 
not artificial rh^x^ric ; it was of that true sort 
which flows from a feeling heart, and a noble 
mind. He was my firm and constant friend 
from that day through a long life ; and took 
occasion, several times in after years, t^ remind 
me of his prophecy, and to insist on my obliga- 
tion to sustain his 'prophetic reputation,' He 
left a large and most respectable frimily, and 
lives embalmed in the hearts of all \vho knew 
him." 

In a year or two he extended his practice to 
the neighbouring county of Albemarle, where, 
in the spring of 1795, he married Mildred, the 
eldest daughter of Doctor George Gilmer, and 
took up his residence at Pen I^ark, the seat of 
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that gendeman, near Charlottesville. The family 
with which he formed this connexion, was in 
the first rank of society, a condition which it 
adorned with substantial excellence, with th6 
graces that give elegance to We, and with a fall 
share of Virginian hospitality. His father-in- 
law was among the most eminent physicians of 
the day, but not more (fetinguished for pro- 
fessional skiU than for his classical learning and 
his eloq^^ence; and he is well remembered in 
Virginia for a flow of pure, natural wit; to 
which he added the higher charm of warm be- 
nevolence. Of these qualities his daughter in- 
herited a lajge portion,' and was a woman of 
rare endowments both of mind and heart. The , 
removal of Mr. Wirt brought him into a very 
agreeable and desirable neighbourhood, and in- 
troduced him to the acquaintance of many per- 
sons of much worth, some of them of high 
celebrity, among whom it is sufficient to men- 
tion Mr. Monroe and Mr. Jefferson, whose cordial 
friendship he gained and held without abatement 
to the end of their lives. Dr. Gilmer was the 
Ultimate friend and constant associate of both 
these gentlemen, as well as of Mr. Madison, who 
lived in the next county, and was in the habit 
of visiting Monticello and its neighbourhood ; and 
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be thus brought his son-in-law into an inter- 
course with these eminent men. Mr. Wift% 
serious associations in life have been of this uni- 
fcrm stamp. ^'Doctores sapientise secutus est^ 
qui s(da bona quae honesta, mala tantum quas 
turpia.'^ It was here, in the latt^ part of 1796, 
that the gentleman to whose sketch we have 
mentioned ourselves to be indebted, first saw 
and made acquaintance with him. He had 
never, he says, met with any man ^ highly 
engaging and jnepossessing. His figure was 
strikingly elegant and commanding, with a face 
of the first order (^masculine beauty, animated, 
and ex{»«ssing high intellect His manners 
to(^ the tone of his heart; they were firank, 
open and cordial ; and his conversation, to which 
his reading and early pursuits had given a clas- 
sic tinge, was very polished, gay and witty. 
Altogether, his fiiend adds, he was a most fasci- 
nating c(»npanion, and to those of his own age 
irresistiMy and universally winning. This was 
ft dangerous eminence to one of his social turn 
and mercurial tempeaament, as the young and 
gay sought his company with eagerness. The 
inteliectual bias, however, was that which pre- 
vailed, and filled his hours of retirement with 
befitting studies. He read and wrote constant^ 
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a^ habitually, earnestly employing the period 
thus "dedicate ta closeness and the bettering of his 
mind," in studying the fathers of English litera- 
tu re, Bacon, Boyle, Locke, Hooker and others, with 
whose works the excdlent Ubrary of Dr. Gilmer 
abounded. In this course of study and social 
enjoyment interchanged, his mind improved by 
habitual intercourse with men who were already 
the personages of history, he continued to reside 
at Pen PaA, practising professionally in the sur- 
rounding counties. ^ 

His business was rapidly increasing, and he 
was already considered as well one of the best 
lawyers in the circle of his ^actice, as destined 
to greater eminence, when, in September, 1799, 
he lost his wife, to.wb(»n he was tenderly attach- 
ed, and with whom he had liv^ most happily. 
Thdr union was not blessed with children. 
This event fell heavily on his ^lits, and broke 
in, for a time, on his professional occupations 
and aims; and with a view, we believe, to 
diverting his chagrin by change of scene, his 
friends urged him to allow himself to be nomi* 
inated in the next election of Clerk of the House 
of Delegates. Thw was pressed also by several 
tti^mbers of influence in the House. He con- 
sented^ and was fleeted. The duties of this 
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offioe occupied only a few of the winter niontb9. 
A respectable salary was attached to it, and it 
had been held by several persons of character 
and celebrity, — by John Randolph, by his Bon 
Edmund, and by Wythe, the venerabte Chan- 
cellor of Virginia. It brought him into familiar 
intercourse with another circle of the active and 
vigorous minds of the state, among them many 
choice, gay spirits, to whom the wit and other 
fascinations of the new clerk carried their usual 
allurement His immediate predecessor, John 
Stewart, of witty memory, had been di^aced 
from pditical considerations, the republican party 
having joist gained the ascendency. Jt was a 
period of great political excitement in Virginia. 
The celebrated "Resolutions of 1798" in relation 
to the Ahen and Sedition laws, had been passed 
in the Assembly the preceding year, and the 
ensuing session of the legislature was .expected 
with unusual interest by both the parties into 
which the fundamental constitutional questions 
that had by that time taken body and shape, had 
divided not the state only, but the whole Union. 
The illustrious Patrick Henry, who in this ques- 
tion took side with the general government, had 
been elected to the House of Delegates, and 
suitable preparation was made to oppose in that 
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a«Bembly an adversary who, thoagh infirm whh 
age and disease, was still regarded as formidable. 
Mr. Madiscm, Mr. Giles, Mr. Taylor of Carolina, 
and Mr. Nicholas, were arrayed against the vete- 
ran, who never came, however, t© the conffict 
His death, whiph happened not long before the 
session of the Assembly, disappointed Mr. Wirt 
of seeing the subject of his future biography, and 
left him to paint the picture firotn tradition, to 
which his actual contemplajdon of the man 
might have given its most characteristic touches. 
He held the post of Clerk, by two succeeding 
elections, till February, 1802. In the mean 
time he did not wholly relinquish his practtee, 
and volunteered, in 1800, as counsel for the 
accused in the trial of Callender, whose prosecu- 
tion makes such a figure in the domestic poUtical 
history of the United States. Mr. Will, it may 
be remembered from a popular anecdote, did not 
escape his share of the judicial asperities which 
gave such offence to Callender's counsel, and 
afterward made. part of the charges in the im- 
peachment of the judge* The latter appears to 
have appreciated his equableness of temper and 
manners. During the trial or shortly after it, 
meeting the father of Mr. Wirt's second wife, he 
asked after his son-in-law with some marks of 
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regard. "They did not 0umm6n Atm," he 
observed, "on my trial; had I known it, I might 
have summoned him myself; yet it was only to 
that young man I said any thing exceptionable, 
, or which I have thought ef with regret since." 
On the fourth of July, 1800, Mr. Wirt was 
selected by the democratic party at Richmond, 
to pronounce the anniversary oration. Thk 
brief composition, which we have seen, is fervid 
and rapidj and has so unpremeditated an air, 
and was pronounced, we have heard, so little 
like other prepared orations, as to have been 
thou^t extemporary. 

, In 1802 the legislature of Virginia gave him 
an unexpected proof of its confidence and esteem. 
It was found necessary at this time to divide the 
business of the court of Chancery, in which Mr. 
Wythe then presided, a man of the deepest 
learning, and the best civilian that ever appeared 
in that state. Of three chancery districts now 
created, Mr. Wirt was appointed Chancellor of 
the eastern, comprehending the Eastern Shixe 
of Virginia, and all the counties below Richmond. 
This appointment was wholly unexpected to 
him till the very moment before the elect]<m 
came on in the House of Delegates, and his first 
notice of it, we believe, was his being requested 
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by his friends to withikaw till tbe nominatioa 
should be made; and the votes taken. Sensible 
of the gravity of the trust, he went, eveai after 
the election, to Mr. Monroe, then governor of 
Virj^nia, to express an apjurebension of its un- 
suitaUeness to either his years or attainments, 
Mr. Monroe replied that the legislature, he 
doubted not, knew very well what it was doing, 
and that it was not probable he would disappcmt 
either it or the suitors in the court. Mr. Wirt 
was then but twenty-nine yeats of age, and his 
appointment to a court whose jurisdiction in- 
volves important interests, and requires weight 
of character, and integritj'^, as much o^ extensive 
attainments, was an emphatic mark of considera- 
tion frwn men who, from his pout of Clerk to 
the House, had opportunities of knowing him 
mcnre than usually &miliar. The duties of t^e 
chancdlorshq) called him to reside at Williams- 
burg, wlwre he presided in his court with in- 
dustry and ability, and with equal satisfaction to 
counsel and parties. In the autumn of the same 
year he married Elizabeth, a daughter of the 
late Colonel Gamble, of Richmond ; an esti- 
maUe lady, still living, in the bosom of a large 
fimiily oi sons and daughters. 
This marriage led, to his resignation of the 
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cliancdlorsfaip) and his resumption of the pra^ 
tice of law. The salary was inadeqiMite to sup- 
port a femily ; but other condderations probably 
conduced to this step. Emulation is not extinct 
at thirty^ and a more stirring scene of action was 
perhaps more agreeable to his temperament In 
the first instance he designed a removal to Ken- 
tucky, and had even made some preparations 
with that view. But Mr. Tazewell, who then 
resided at Norfolk, earnestly ui^ed him on the 
eontrary to remove thither, and enfc»rced his 
advice with many friendly representations and 
offers. We believe it was chiefly owing to the 
influence of this gentleman, then already emi- 
nent in the profession which he adorns, that Mr. 
Wirt abanddned bis design of g(Hng to the west, 
and went, in the winter of 1803—4, to reside at 
Norfolk. 

Just after his resigning the chancellorship, he 
was employed, together with Mr. Tazewell and 
Mr. Semple, afterward Judge Semple, in the 
dejfence of a man apprehended and tried on some 
points of circumstantial evidence so curious, that 
we are tempted to relate them. A person named 
St. George, who resided near Williamsburg, was 
shot dead one night through the window of his 
own house. No trace appeared of the assassin, 
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nor any ckcumstances that could indicate his 
enemy; only some duck-shot appeared in the 
wall, near the ceiling. While tlie crowd called 
out by the scene, stood confounded. around the 
dead body, a bystander, who had been employed 
by the late Chancellor, a person remarkable to 
some degree of oddity^ for his habits of close and 
curious investigation, went out of the house, and 
placing himself in the line of direction that the 
shot must have taken to the spot where they 
lodged, endeavoured to ascertain from that c^ 
<>umstance th^ exact position of the person 
who discharged the gun. While thus occupied, 
his eye was caught by a very small piece of 
paper on the ground betwixt himself and the 
window, which appeared, on taking up, to have 
been part of the wadding,, and had on it what 
seemed to be two of the three strokes composing 
the letter m. One of the crowd exclaimed at 
this moment, ^' I wonder where Shannon is ; 
has any one seen Shannon?" Shannon was 
the son-in-law of the deceased, and resided on 
the opposite shore of the James river; and it 
was soon ascertained that he had been seen in 
Williamsburg that day, with a gun on his shoul- 
der. The gun, however, had no cock upon it, 
and,a bladosmith (o whom he had gone to have it 
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repaired, stated that Shannon had left his work* 
shop with it in this condition. The man was 
pursued, nevertheless, over the river, and to his 
own house, to which he was found not to have 
returned ; and was traced at length to a tavern, 
soQie thirty miles off, and caught in bed with all 
his clothes on, sound asleep. He was seized as 
he lay, and on being searched, some duck shot 
was found about him, axHl a letter, with part of 
it torn off. When this letter was afterward com- 
pared with the fragment of the wadding, the 
two were found to fit, and the letter m^ before 
mentioned, to form part of the word my in the 
letter. On these circumstances, strengthened 
by the fact that the death of his father-in-law 
would have put Shannon in possession of his 
wife's fortune, he was brought to trial. A single 
juryman " stood out," as the phrase is, for ten 
days, and the defendant was discharged in con- 
sequence of this disagreement among his triers. 
No other circumstances ever threw light on the 
truth of this transaction. Some person, struck 
with Mr. Wirt's defence in the case, and having 
a remarkable memory^ afterward repeated it with 
Uttle variation. 

It was immediately before his removal to Nor 
folk that Mr. Wirt wrote the letters published in 
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the Riphmond Argus- under the title of '^ The 
British Spy," which form part of the present 
vcdume. They were composed in a great de- 
gree for diversion of mind, with little c^ue, and 
with still less e:spectation of the faVouraUe 
reception they met at the time, or of th^ popu- 
larity they retained afterward. They have since 
been collected into a small volume, of which the 
present is the tenth editiim. The sketches of 
Uving characters were received with a good deal 
of curiosity by the public, and are probaWy 
faithful pictures. 

At Norfolk he found for competitors the Taze- 
wells, the Taylors, the Neversons and d;hers, 
men in tho first rank of their profession, who at 
that time- adorned its bar. .In a commercial 
pkce too, whose foreign commerce was then very 
extensive, the questions most abundant before 
the courts were those of maritime law, to which 
in the theatre of his former practice he had been 
wholly a stranger, but to which he now applied 
himself with that indefatigable labour of which 
few men are more capable. There are no more 
willing witnesses than hfe opponents, of his 
learning, and vigorous con(hict of his causes, 
and, consequently, his rapid rise in the public 
esteem. He <M)n<inued to practise in Norfolk 
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and in the couits of the surroundmg counties till 
1806, when he once more changed his residence 
to Richmond, solicited to it by his family and 
friends, who conceived that he would find there 
a wider and more lucrative professional field. 
In this city he remained till hia appointment to 
the Attorney-Generalship of the United States. 

Among the n^mes which then gave remarka- 
ble celebrity to the Richmond bar, were those 
of Edmund Randolph, John Wickham, Daniel 
Call,. George Hay, and George Keith Taylor, . 
not to mention several others who mingled their 
rays in what was quite a coastellation of legal 
learning and talents. If the competitions of 
such a theatre required all his resources, they 
were also of a nature to fashion and strengthen 
them. The sphere of his budness and his repu- 
tation enlarged according to the^ expectation of 
his fri^ods. He was often called into distant 
parts of the country both in criminal and great 
civil causes, and in the course of a various prac- 
tice of more than im years, with men of abilities 
as various, he rose in the general opinion to a 
level with the first of them,^ He seems at no 
point of hi& career, nor in any of the difierent 
ficenes to which it was successively transferred, 
to have encountered the neglects which con- 
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spicuous talent has often had to struggle with in 
its outset. In more than one instance we have 
seen that the esteem of others anticipated his 
'own modesty. We are little disposed to attribute 
to accident any pemlanent success or popularity, 
though the reader's recollection may furnish him 
with one or more striking examples to the con- 
trary. However this may be in political life, or 
in other branches of affairs, "it i^ not at the bar, 
at least," as Mr. Pinkney used td say, perhaps 

• with some conscious triumph, "that a man can 
acquire or preserve a felse and fraudulent repu- 

\ tation for talents.-" Fortune, indeed, as is com- 
monly said, is wont to smile upon sudi as know 
how to make a discreet use of her favours. 

A fortunate occasion of this sort, for his pro- 
fessional fame, occurred in the year foUowing 
hisremoval to Richmond, when the celebrated 
trial of Aaron Burr took place in that city, cm a 
charge which, deeply nioving the interest and 
passions of the whole nation, made familiar with 
every person who could read a newspaper^ all 
the parties and actors in the cause. This trml 
commenced in the winter of 1807, and Mn 
Wirt was retained, under the direction of Presi- 
dent Jefferson, to aid the Attorney for the United 
States iti the proseci^on. We believe it was 
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designed to engage him on the side of the prose- 
cuted ; but Mr. Wirt was absent from Richmond 
at the moment, and no a{^dication was irnde to 
him. 

*Few trials in any country ever excited a 
^eater sensation than this. The crime imputed 
was of the deepest guilt ; the accused, a per- 
son of the highest eminence both for talents and 
political station, having but lately occupied the 
second post, with pretensions to the first, in the 
-country the government of which he was charged 
with a design to subvert* Conspicuous persons 
were dmpKcated in the supposed {dot ; and the 
party yidence which marked the period, mingled 
itsdf in the oppodte opinions which the transac- 
tions themselves imght naturally create. Public 
attention was consequendy fiited with eager 
curiosity on every step of the trial, and the coun 
sel, the bench, and the government, scanned the 
proceedings with the most inquisitive scrutiny. 
The overt act of treason being charged to have 
been committed within the jurisdiction of the 
drcuit court for the District of Virginia, the trial 
was brought by this circumstance to the city of 
Bichmond, whose bar we have already men- 
tioned to bs^e been adorned by some of the first 

men of the profession. The defence, which was 
6» 
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^ amducted fojTsome of the most conspicuous of 
these, derived additional aid from the legal kam 
ing of Luther Martin, who was familiarly callec^ 
in his native state, "the law-leger," and not a 
little from the legal acumen of the accused him 
self, whose great talents did not desert him on 
this occasion. A judge presided at thie tribunal, 
on whose intellectual vigour and moral dignity, 
time^ and long trial have conferred a character of 
grandeur. The court was incessantly thronged 
with earnest spectators and hearers, both from 
Virginia and other states, many of them enlight- 
ened and conspicuous men. It is evident that 
tliis was not a theatre where, in the language of 
Mr. Pinfcney, s^ spurfous reputation could be 
supported, as, on the other hand, it gave scope 
to the greatest reach of abilities. It is jusdy 
remarked by the rq)ort^, a competent judge, 
that "perhaps no trial for treason has taken 
place in any country, in which more ability, 
learning, ingenuity and eloquence were dis^dayed. 
All the important decisions on treason in Eng- 
land and this country, were acutely ^nd tho- 
roughly examined, and their appUcation to 
questions before the court discussed with great 
ingenuity and skill; nor was less industry or 
judgment shown in arming the application and 
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effect of the Constitution of the United States,' 
and of the common law, if it existed at all as a 
law of the Union." The encomium of die Chief 
Justice is as emphatic, and m6re authoritative. 
^* The question," says he, (speaking of one of 
the principal arguments before the court,) *^ has 
"been argued in a manner worthy of its import^ 
■hncG, A degree of eloquence seldom displayed 
on any occasion, has embellished solidity of 
argument and depth of research." 

In a cause so vigorously urged and defended 
Mr. Wirt enhanced and extended mto every part 
of the country, a reputation which is seldom 
attained at thirty-five.- His principal speech, 
which occupied four hours, wap replete through^ 
out with a creative fancy, polished wit, keen 
repartee, or logical reasoning ; it is especially 
marked by that comprehensiveness of thought 
which " travels beyond the record," and brings 
illustrations, analogies and aid from universa/ 
reason and abstract truth. This difTuse^is a dig- 
nity and force over the production which his 
technical learning, which is abundant and apt, 
could not have bestowed alone. The diction 
is chaste, never redundant ; and he here displays 
conspicuously that lucid order which is perhaps 
the most remarkable quality of his eloquence ; 
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the texture of the whde oration happily shoW'* 
ing that in this sense the saying of Seneca is 
untrue, ^^ Non est wnainentum yirile, concinni- 
t^." One well-known popular passage in this 
speech has shared the fate of many a classic 
page, of palling by familiar repetition. 

But we migjht quote several others as very 
happy examples of oratorical skill ; the exordiumi 
in which he repels the^ charge repeatedly urged, 
of p^-sonality and persecution to the accused ; 
and the passage in which he describes the rhe- 
torical cuts employed against him by the opposite 
counsel, Mr. Wickham. In his argument on 
the motion to commit Burr and others for trial 
in Kentucky, a vein of ridicule enlivens and 
enforces the reasoning into which the picture of 
the blasted ambition and daring despair otBuxr 
is inwoven with great effect. . 

We may add, in taking leave of this cele- 
brated cause, that the exdtements of the period 
which gave it so much of its interest with the 
public, elicited from the counsel themselves some- 
thing more than the ordinary keenness of foren- 
sic debate. Readiness, firmness, and a large 
portion of that civic courage which is perhaps the 
most commanding quality of mind, were perpetr 
ually struck out in a piocieding in which the 
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whole public erected jtself into a tribunal^ or 
radier took sides with all the eagerness of par- 
tisans. 

In 1808, Mr. Wirt was 'elected, without any 
canvass on his pari, a member of the- Virginia 
House of Delegates for the city of Richmond. 
This was the first aAd last time he ever sat in 
any legislative body, preferring the moi:e con- 
genial or more necessary pursuits of his profes- 
sion, from which neither his pc^ularity nor the 
suggestions' of those who thought they saw in 
politics a more conspicuous . theatre of action, 
prevailed on him to withdraw. He was one of 
the special committee appointed by the House of 
Delegates in that session, to whom were referred 
certain resolutions touching our foreign relations, 
and the measures of administration which grew 
out of them at that exceedingly embarrassing 
and critical period. The report of the committee 
is from the pen of Mr. Wirt It reviews ener- 
getically and impartially the measures (tf the two 
belligereBts, the French edicts and the Britfeh 
orders in council, and comments indignantly on 
the tone of the British difdomacy towards Ame- 
rica, especially on the impertinent and insulting 
discrimination of Mr. Canning between the peo- 
ple of this country and their government. The 
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report vindicates the measuresr of Mr. Jefferson's 
administration in this crisis, and urges the sup 
port of them on the nation. In the preceding 
July he was one of a committee appointed by 
^* the Friends of the Manufacturing Association" 
of Virginia, to prepare an address to the people 
of the state. This paper, which was pubHshed 
in the Richmond Enquirer, reviews the above 
mentioned measures of the belligCTents, and 
deduces from their unhappy operation on our 
commerce the necessity of fostermg domestic 
manufactures, to which it argues that the capital, 
resources and mechanical skill of the country 
were entirely adequate. 

In the same year, 1808, he wrote the essays 
in the Enquirer s^ed "One of the People," 
addressed to the memb^B of Congress who had 
joined in a protest against the nomination of 
Mr. Madison to the presidency. In these he 
pourtrajTs the character and services of that ven- 
erable statesman with a warmth and emphasis 
which, now that time has mellowed the asperity 
of the perk)d, and the illustrious sage of the con- 
stitution reposes in honoured retirement, one won- 
ders to think should ever have been necessary. 

It must be the sentiment of all good natures, 
in reviewing this and sintiitar periods of political 
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heats — wheii their eager contentions have lost 
their edge, and when so many of the acutest 
and ablest minds find in the opposite opinions so 
keenly maintained, so mttch to l>e modified, 
explained or reconciled — to retrace their whofe 
career with some humility on their own part, 
and great indulgence to contemporary actors. 
Of this feeling we hardly know a stronger and 
more affecting instance than in the two illqstri- 
ous^ sages of Monticello and Quincy ; nor one 
that reads a more salutary and magnanimous 
lesson to the fierce rivalries of poUticians. It can- 
not be doubted that the same sentiment which, in 
the meditative period of Ufe, approached to each 
other,' these leaders and idols of two parties so 
earnest and so angry, must be shated in a large 
degree by the subordinate actors in the conten- 
tious scene. Such; at least, we believe to be the 
view which all better spirits cast back on this 
period of our domestic politics, when,^ indeed, our 
foreign relations were so perplexing and pro^ 
voking as unavoidably to sharpen the bitterness 
of other dissensions. . In reviewing these scenes, 
the author of the Life of Patrick Henry holds 
this candid language : 

"It b not my function to decide between these parties; 
^ nor do I feel myself qualified for such an oflSce. I have lived 
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too near iHm times, and am conscious of having^ been too 
strongly exc^teel by the feelings of the day, to place myself 
in the chair of t&e arbiter. It would, indee(^ be no difficult 
task to present, under th^ engaging air of historic candour, 
the arguments on one side in an fittitudd so bold and com- 
manding, and to exhibit those on the other undto" a &nn so 
faint and shadowy,, a^ to beguile the reader into die adoption 
of my own opinions. But this would be unjust to the oppo- 
site party, aind a disingenuous abuse of the confidence of the 
reader. Let us then remit the question to the historian t)f 
future ages; who,^ if the particular memory of the past times 
shall not be lost in those great events which seem preparing 
for the nation, will probably ^iBcidbthat, as in most family 
quarfels, both parties have been somewhat in the wrong." 

In bis discourse on the death of Adams and 
Jefferson, be puts this subject in a still more 
ai]9^ble and interesting point of 'light. The 
(XBUyr says, — 

" There was one solace of the declining years of both'these 
, great men, which must not be passed. It is that correspond- 
ence which arose between them, after their retirement from 
public life. That correspondence, it is to be hoped, will be 
given to the world. If it ever shall, I speak from Imowledgs 
when I say, it will be found to be one of the most interesting 
and affecting that the .world has ever seen. That " cold 
cloud" which had Eung for a time over their friendship, 
passed away with the conflict out of which it had grown, and 
the attachment ,of their early life returned in all its force. 
They had both now bid adieu, a final adieu, to all public 
employments, and were ilone with all the agitating passions 
of life. They were dead to the ambitious world ; and this cor* 
respondence resembt^, more than any diing else, one of those 
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conTeraadons in tiie Elysium of the aacients, which iht 
shades of the departed great were siqp|K)sed by iSiem to |iold, 
with regard to thf affairs of the world they ha3 left There 
are the same playful allusions to th64)oints of ^fference that 
had divided their parties; 'the same nfotoal, and light, and 
unimpassioned raillery on. their own past misconceptions 
and mistakes; the same mutual and just admiration and 
respect for their many virtues and services to mcuiikind. 
That correspondence was to them both, one of the most 
genial employments of their old age; and it reads a lesson 
of wisdom on the bitterness of party spirit, by which the 
wise and the good will not fail to profit" 

But this caDdid mood was fer from prevail- 
ing at the period which we have reached in this 
biographical sketch. <^uestions of portentous 
magnitude agitated the nation, and called forth 
no less, passion than talent Mr« Jefferson was 
just about to leave the Presidential chair ; under 
Mr. Madison who was to succeed him, the sanie 
pdicy was to be pursued, and the same strenuous 
opposition to be anticipated. tJnder these cir- 
cumstances, when honest men of both sides 
naturally looked ^bout for the most capable 
agents — ^with the high confidence of his party, 
and with abilities that might have led him tcr 
any political distinctions — ^Mr. Wirt, however 
interested in the questions of the times, and with 
a large knowledge of them derived from his 
familiaritywith the events and actors, declined 
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to abandon the path of professional life. Though 
Urged to it by such as could the most compe- 
tently estimate both the turn of hia genius and 
the value of his services to the pubhc, he seems 
sedtilously to have constrained himself from this 
bustling field within the calmer region of an 
intellectual pursuit, undazzled by the prospect 
of popular honours, though no man feels more 
the sting of a laudable ambition. Of those who 
saw in his capacity a broad foundation for feme 
ih this new department of affairs, was his friend 
Mr. Jefferson, who, about the tune of his own 
retirement, in language equally icomplimental 
of Mr. Wirt, and indicative ^ his profound 
interest in the crisis approaching under his suc- 
cessor, pointed out to him this career a® equally 
worthy of his ambition and advantageous to the 
public, and one of which he might expect to 
bear off the first honours. His expressions de- 
note as larg6 a share of admiration and esteem 
as the ambition of any man can desire. One 
of the last acts, indeed, of Mr. Jefferson's life was 
an offer to Mr. Wirt on the part of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia, accompanied by some circumt- 
stances that particularly evinced the respect he 
was held in by himsdf and the rest of that 
body. 
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Prom this period, therefore, 'till. 1817, Mr. 
Wirt continued to practise law in Richmond and 
its vicinity, and we have little to record of the 
interval except his increasing reputation. Du- 
ring this period he gained several suits of par-* 
ticular celebrity and interest. In 1812 he wrote 
the series of papers entided "The Old Bachdor.'* 
They were originally published in the Rich-, 
mond Enquirer, and have since, in a collected 
form, passed through several editions. They 
are now republished, for the fourth time, in the 
ensuing vtdumes. It would appear from the 
second number, i^i the immediate oocasi()n 
of them was the review of Ashe's Travels in 
America, in the thirtieth number of the Edin- 
burgh Review ; a well known scandalous libel 
on Am^can institutions, manners and literature, 
in a periodical whose fli|)pancy often exceeded 
even its wit There were various contributors ; 
but much the larger part of the papers were fur- 
nished by Mr. Wht, and, like those in the Spy, 
were hastily thrown tc^ther in brief hours of 
rdaxatMi. 

The "LMfe of Patrick Henry,'' a work con- 
templated for some years, but put aside by pro-, 
fessional pursuits, and eventually completed, 
amidst the incessar^t hurry of them, was pul> 
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fished in S^pterfber, 1817. This is the l0ng6st, 
and, judging by its whole effect on the reader, 
the best of Mr. Wirt's literary productions. Mr. 
Jefferson's praise of it is the justest, and perhaps 
the best an author can desire ; that- "those who 
take up die book will find they cannot lay it 
down, and this will be its best criticism." Though 
not included in the present publication, we have 
some observations to make hereafter on this 
work. It had an extensive circulation, which 
would have been greater yet but for drcum- 
stances having no connexion with its popularity 
or literary nierit. In 1816 he was appointed, by 
Mr. Madison, the Attorney of the United States 
for the District of Yirginia, and in the autumn 
of the following year, by Mr. Monroe, Attorney- 
General of the United States. Both these ap- 
pointments Were unsolicited and unexpected by 
him. In consequence of the latter, he removed 
in the winter of 1817-18 to Washington. 

At the bar of the Supreme Court he found tho 
highest forensic theatre in the country, and per- 
haps there never Was one in any country that 
presentad a more splendid amiy of learning and 
talents conjoined. In the causes, too, which it 
is the oJflScial duty of the Attorney-General to 
prosecute or defend, the most conspicuous coun 
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ed of that bar are commonly combined against 

him. In how inany conflicts he sustained these 

odds against him, with a vigour always adequate 

to the^ occasion, is very well known to those who 

ate* familiar, with our judicial history. The 

office of 4ttomey-General he held twelve years, 

through the entire administrations of Mr. Monroe 

and Mr. Adams, — ^longer by many years than 

it has ever been held by any other ; and in this 

post, always arduous, his labours seem much to 

have surpassed those of his predecessors. Scarcely 

any of them resided at Washington, nor did they 

act as members of the cabinet. They left no 

written precedents nor opinions,, nor fuiy'tther 

trace of their official course, to aid their successors. 

Mr. TSirt, on the pontrary, left ^hind him three 

large volumes of official opinions. His practice 

soon became large in the Supreme Court, and with 

it his celebrity as a profound jurist no less than an 

orator of the first rank of his conteaiporaries. A 

friend has remarked of him that his diligent 

labour well deserved this success. " He was 

always," he says, "a man of labour; occasionally 

of most intense and unremitting labour. He was 

the most improving ma^, also, I ever knew ; 

for I can truly s§iy that I never heard him spejafc 

after any length of time, without being surpFised 
• 6* 
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and delighted at his improvement both in man- 
ner and substance." This testimony of an: oM 
intimate, a man of parts and. discernment, is 
quoted as well for the praise it conveys, as in 
proof of the unrelaxing toil by which jnen must 
gain judicial eminences Mr. Pinkney was Ao 
the end of his days a model of this indefatigaUe 
labour, and died, as it were, in the very act of 
struggle* 

At the close of Mr. Adams's administratitHi, 
Mr. Wirt, having resided the Attorney-Gene- 
ralship, removed to Baltimore, where he now 
resides. He had been previously selected by the 
citiztns erf. Washington, on the death of Mr. 
JefferscHi and Mr. Adapts, to pronounce a dis- 
course on the lives and characters of <hose two 
remarkable men ; this wa& delivered on the nine- 
teenth of October, 1826. It contains several 
passages of a strain altogether worthy of one 
of the most impressive occasions that ever hap- 
pened in any age_,OT country. In 1830 he de- 
livered an address to o»e of the literary societies 
at Rutgers' College, and another in the same 
year, at the celebration in Baltimore of the tri- 
umph of liberty in France. ' These various dis- 
courses have been printed^ an<i are in the hands 
of the public. 
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It remains to add to^ this sketch of Mr. Wirt's 
profesrional career^ some notice of him as an ora- 
tor ttnd a writer, in winch latter capacity he is 
presented in the ensuing publication. This 
contains, indeed, but his fugitive essays, the 
effudbns rather of haste than leisure. The more 
^renuous efforts of his mind are to be sought in 
hi3 forensic arguments, a great portion of which 
. will share the fete of the labours of other great 
lawyers, and live only in the tradition of bis 
hearers, and the ^adm^ing report of the day. 
Sudtkj it IS to be lamented, has been the fate of 
the greater part of the displdys of Mr. Pinkney. 
The report of Burr's trial is in many hands how- 
ever, and in the speedy of Mr. Wirt in that 
case the jurist will applaud more his extensive 
learning and comprehensive reasoning, than 
popular readers the more adorned and femiliar 
passages. Others of his arguments, on questions 
of law or great constitutional principles, may 
still be preserved, and we hope will be collected. 
Among his writings not jinentioned before, are 
the essays published in the Richmond Enquirer 
in 1809, under the signature of ^ The Sentinel," 
which throw light on some of the debated ques- 
tions of the day. The. essays in the following 
volumes, the interludes of graver business, apait 
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from their intfinsic merit, may. have some further 
curiosity as the recreations of a mind more than 
usually engrossed by the toils of the most labo- 
rious of professions. In a criticism of "The 
Old Bachelor," written some years ago by. an 
accomplished scholar and critic, the writer ob- 
serves, "We look with gratitude and wonder 
^ upon a g^ntlematt of the bar, in whom the 
severest labours, and highest offices, and amplest 
emoluments, and brightest laurels of his profes- 
sion, have not stifled the generous ambition of 
letters ; whose mind has been for a long term 
of years exposed to the atmosphere of the courts, 
and the attrition of the world of business, with- 
out losing any- of the finer poetical qualities 
with which it was richly endow^."* 

" The British Spy" obtained, on its first ap^ 
pearancO; the most flattering proof of merit, 
popularity, which, to judge from its nine editions, 
it has continued to retain. The story of the 
Blind Preacher wae almost as current as those 
of Le Pevre and Lj^ Roche. The sketches of 
character, a difficult department of good writing, 
were esteemed so highly descriptive, in the cir- 



♦ Review of "The Old Bachelor;" Analectic Magazine, 
October, 1818. 
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clcs where the depicted orators were known, as 
to be in every hand. This kind of literature 
was little practised among us when these essays 
appeared; and if they were the more kindly 
received on that account,^ Ihey have not however 
been succeeded, in a period of nearly thirty years, 
by any others of equal merit, of the same stafnp. 
" The Old BacheW' seems, like its predecessor, 
to have obtained an unexpected popularity.' The 
critic just quoted, say» of these essays, " they 
constitute one of the most successful experiments 
which have been made in this department of let- 
ters since the era of Johnecm." The disquisi- 
tions on eloquence, " originally,'' says the author^ 
" a promin^t figure in his des^n," are those, 
perhaps, which display most vigour, are imbued 
.the^ deepest with observation and thought, and 
best show the mfluence on the author's mind, 
of his fiimiliar reading of the ancient classics. 
The reader wcmld be glad to see this topic re- 
sumed and expanded by one, who may remind 
him, in some of the better passages, of the grace- 
ful composition inlputed to Taciluis, ^^ The Dia* 
logue concerning Oratory," 

Both Ihese series of essays give a general 
impresrion that, had the author devoted himself 
lo letters, he would have, reached some of the 



itized by Google 



70 BIOGRAPHY OP 

first excellences of writing. His conceptions 
are vigorous and plentifid, his sentiments ele- 
vated and warai ; his fency, if it sometimes 
hetrays him into hjfperbole, is generally delicate 
and natural, and varies from grave to gay, 
though not with equal faciUty in both. He is 
serious and fervent for the most part ; but some 
of his best papers are those which, in the midst 
of their earnestness and even warmth, have a 
dash of good humour that shows he could have 
' played easily and cheerfully with his subject. 
An example ,of^his is in the third letter of the 
Spy, where, exposing the " cold conceit of the 
Roman division of a^ speech," he describes ludi- 
crously the bustle of the modem orator when he 
reaches the peroration, where by established 
usage he 4s expected to be sublime or pathetic. 
This " hysterical vehemence" is sketched from 
life, with the felicity of Steele or Addison. > The 
same vein of hilinorous description appears in the ' 
thirty-first and thirty-second numbers of the Old 
Bachelor, and one of the illustrative anecdotes 
would shine in a new treatise peri bathous. 
This sort of painting, though in so different a 
style, might be expected from a hand from which 
we have the inspired sketch of the JBlind 
Preacher. 
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The mere' diction of these essays is for the 
most part what he himself describes as a good 
one, << simple, pure and transparent, Uke the 
atmosphere, which never answers its purpose so 
well to make objects seen, as when free from 
vapours of every kind." But thougl^ this me- 
dium is never itself misty or obscure, it is now 
and then the vehicle of images somewhat me- 
teoric and glaring. His redundancy", however, is 
not that of words, but of the thought, " vivo gur- 
gite exundans ;" nor is it the redundancy of 
weakne^ nor often of wrong taste, but that 
wMch is- incident to hurried Composition. His 
images, therefore, ar^ frequently natural and ele- 
gant.. Of the figure of amplification, we had 
admired the beginning of the twenty-third num- 
ber of the Old Bachelor as a very happy exam- 
ple^ when we found it mentioned in the same 
light in the criticism already quoted. The moral 
' tone of the writer, and the " amiable fire" with 
which he paints virtue and inculcates her lessons, 
merit the most emphatic praise, as being the 
chief chamcteristic and aim of all his productions. 
Indeed this amiable temper meets us at every 
turn ; and to that quality, and not to any mawk- 
feh afiectaticNti of sentiment, is to be referred 
much of the warm (;douring of some of his 
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descriptions. He loc^ on the bnghi aide of . 
nature and human life ; a turn of mind in a 
lawyer of two gcore years of practice, that indi- 
cates a large onginal fund of candour, generosity 

- and good nature. It must be mentioned that 
some of the best papers of the Old Bachelor are 
from other hands ; of this number are the twenty- 
fifth, twenty-ninth and thirty-third, and the let- 
ters in the fifteenth and twenty-first. . 

If we were to select a single passage from Mr. 
Wirt's writings in which he has tnost succes- 
ftiDy address^ our moral passi(»is, and called 
in the beauty and grandeur ot external nature 
to heighten the pflfect, it would be the descriptbn 
in the discourse upon Adams and Jefferson, of 
the habitations and domestic habits of these two 
civic heroes. In that of Monticello, the reader is 
so skilfully wrought aip by the mute majesty ot 
the material images which the orator has been 
gradually assembling around him, that he sym-% 
pathetically starts at die cmnouncement of the 
" timerhonoured" habitant of the spot We do 
not fear to trespass on the j-eader by quoting the 
whde passage. 

"^ * 

" Of ' the chief of the Argor aut% as Mr. Jefferson so clas- 
sically and 80 happily ctyl«d bis illustrious friend of the 
Nortl^, It is my misfortu^n to b» able to ^peak only by re- 
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port But every representation concun, in drawing the 
same pleating and affecting picture of the Roman simplicity 
in. which that Father of his Conntry lived; of the firank, 
warm, cordial, and elegant reception that he gave to all who 
approached him ; of the interesting kindness with which he ' 
disbursed the golden treasures of his eiperience, and shed 
around Ifim the rays of his descending sun\ His conversa- 
tion was rich in anecdote and characters of the times that 
were past; rich in political and moral instruction r full of 
that best of wisdoin, which is leamtfrom real life, and flowing 
froni his heart with that warm and honest fraidcness, that 
fervour of feeling and force of diction, which so strikingly 
disGnguished him in the meridian of his life. Many of us 
heeurd that simple and touching account given of a parting 
scene with him, by one of our eloquent divines : When he 
rose up firom that Httle couch behind tlie door, on which he 
was w(mt to rest his aged and weary limb*, and with his 
silver locks hanging on each mde oi his honest face, stretche d ^ ^ 
forth a^i pure hand, which was never soiled even by s sus- 
picion, and gave his kind and parting benedicticm. Such 
was the blissfiil and honoured retirement of the sage of 
CUiiney. Happy the life, whidh, verging upon a century, 
had met with but one serious political disappointment I and 
for that, too, he had lived to receive a golden atonements 
* Even there where he had garnered up his heart' 

*^ Let us now turn for a moment to the patriot of the South. 
The Roman moralist, in that great work which he has 1^ 
for the government of man in all the offices of life, has de- 
scended even to prescribe the kind of h abit atio n in which an 
honoured and distinguished »an shovdd dwelL It shouM 
not, he says, be small, aad mean, and sordid: nor, oh the 
other hand, extended with prafuae and wanton extravagance. 
It should be large enough to' receive and acccmunodate the 
visiters which sich a man never fails to attract, and tuited 
7 
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in its ornaments, as well as its dimensions, to the diaMefer 
and fortune of the individuaL Monticello has now lost its 
great charm. Those of you who have not already visited ie, 
will not be very apt to visit it hereafter: and, from 'the 
feelings which you cherish for its departed owner, I persuade 
myself that you will not be displeased with a brief and rapid 
sketch of that abode <^ domestic Hiss, that templepf science. 
"Not is it, indeed, foreign to the express purpose of this meet- 
ing, wldch, in looking to ' his life and character,' naturally 
embraces his home and his domestic habits. Can any thing 
be indifferent to us, which was so dear to him, and which 
was a subject of such just admiration to the hundreds and 
thousands that were continually resorting to it, as to an object 
of pious pilgprimage % 

" The Mansion House at MonticeBo was built and Aif- 
nished in the days of his pros^^rity. In its dimensions, its 
architecture, its arrangements as^ ornaments, it is such a 
one as became the character and fortune of the man. It 
stands upon ah elliptic plain^ formed by cutting down tbe 
apex of a mountain ; and, on the west, stre^hing away to 
the north and the south, it commands a view of the Blue 
Ridge for a hundred and fifty miles, Aid brings imder the 
eye one of the boldest and most beautiful horizons in the 
world : while, <« the east, it presents an extent of prospect 
bounded only by the spherical form of the earth, in which 
nature seems to sleep in eternal repose, as if to form one of 
her finest contrasts with the rude and rolling grancleur t>n the 
west\ In the wide prospect, and scattered to the north and 
south, are several detached mountains, which eantribute to 
animate and diversify this enchanting landscape; and 
among them,' to the south, WilUs's Mountam, which is eo 
interestinglyjdepicted in his Notes. From thh summit, the 
Philosopher was wont to enjoy that spectacle, among the 
tublimest of Natore^e c^>eratioaB, the looming of the distaA 
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■loimtains; and to watch the motioDs of the planets, and 
the greater revolution of the celestial sphere. From this 
summit, too» the patriot could look down, with uninterrupted 
vision, upon the wide expanse of the world around, for which 
he4x>nsidered himself bom^ and upward, to the open and vault- 
ed heavens which he seemed to approach, as if to keep him 
continually in mind of his high re^>onsibilit7. It is indeed 
a' prospect in which you see and feel, at once, that nothing 
mean or little could live. It is a scene fit to nourish those 
great and high-souled principles which formed the ele- 
ments of his character, and was a most noble and appro- 
priate post (or such a sentinel, over the rights and liberties of 



"Approaching the house on the east, the visiter instinct- 
ively paused, to cast around one thrilling glance at this 
magniicent panorama: and then passed to the vestibule, 
where, if he had not been previously infonned, he would 
immediately perceive that he was entering thd house of 
m common man. In the e^mcioiis and lofty hall which 
opens before him, he marks no tawdry and unmeaning orn^ 
inents : but before, on the jright, on the left, all around, the 
eye is struck and gritified with objects of science and taste, 
JO t^sed jand arranged as to produce their finest effect On 
one side, specimens of sculpture set out, in such order, as to 
exhibit at a coup d'isilf the historical progress of that art; 
firom the firstgrude attempts of the aborigines of our country, 
up to thai exquisite and finished bust of the great patriot 
himself,, from tHe master hand of Caracci On the other 
side, the visiter sees displayed a vast collection of specimens 
of* Indian art, their paintings, weapons^ ornaments, and 
manufactures ; on another, an array of the fossil productions 
of our country, mineral and animal ^ the plolished remains 
of those coloesid monsters that once trod our forests, and are 
oo maKB j axid a vanegated display of the hranching honoi^ 
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of those 'monarchs of the waste,' that stiU peof^ te wildt 
of the American Continent 

. " From this hall he was ushered into a noUe saloon, from 
which the glorious landscape of the west again bursts upotk 
, his view ; and which, within, is hung thidt around with the 
finest productions of the pencil — historical pcdntings of the 
most striking subjects from all countries, and all agea; the 
portraits of distinguished men and patriots, both of Ekunop* . 
and America imd medallions and engravings in endless 
proflision. 

" While the visiter was yet lost in the contemplation of 
these treasures of Che arts and sciences, he was startled by 
the approach of a strong and sprightly step, and turnings 
with instinctive reverence to the door of entranc^, be was ^ 
met by the tall, and animated, and stately figure of the pa- 
triot himself— his countenance beaming with intelligence 
and benignity, and his outstret<died hand, with its strong 
and cordial pressure, confirming the courteous welcome of hii 
lips. And then came that charm of manner and conversa- 
tion that passes all description — so cheerful — so unassuming 
— so free, and easy, and frank,* and kind, and gay — that 
even the young, and overawed, and embarrassed visiter at 
wSte fiargot his fears, and felt hfanadf by the side of an old 
and frimiliar friend." 

In the ^^Life of Patrick Henry," though a 
work Off Mt. Wirt's more mature age, the man- 
n^ of the narrative has been thought too ambi- 
tious, and the sul^t of it to be decked in the 
cok)urs of declamatipn and fancy. These are 
faults to repel the judicious reader ; yet the vol- 
ume is not one which the most judkioui^ will 
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lay down unfinished, or will read with weari- 
Hess* It often occurred to us, we confess, in our 
first perusal of this work, that the hero of it 
seemed more like the creation of a rhetorician, 
than a personage of history, however grave, elo- 
quent and eminent in the view of his contempo^ 
mries; and, in common with others of the 
ai^hor's readers, we gave him credit for having 
filled up his drawing with colours over rich and 
splendid. Yet when we referred again to the 
incidents and anecdotes, and found them often 
told in the words of the relaters ; when we recol- 
lected, however vaguely the causes might be 
assigned, there was a general concurrence as to 
the efiects of this traditionary eloquence; we 
began to think that the exaggeration, if any, 
was that of the witnesses and not of the advocate 
in the cause. Nor will it account for this IsL^hA, 
praise, that these orations, so celebrated 4n Yir- 
ginia, were addressed, as has been said, to the 
more popular kinds of assemblies, " wh<^e feel- 
ings are easily excited, and whose opinions are 
seldom founded on the basis of rational convic- 
tion/'* This is not tarue of a large portion of 
these efforts; on the contrary, the auditors who 

*Norih American Review for March, 1816. 

•7* 
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•are mtaesses in the case, were many of them 
men not only of the fiist eminence in their own 
state, but femous throughout the continent, and 
some of them themselvesr the men of posterity. 
Mr. Jefferson, who is surely one of the latter 
class, uses language that justifies the boldest 
praise of the biographer, and proy^ that the 
powers of Henry were felt alike by all degrees 
both of condition and discernment. That emi- 
nent man is cited, it may be remembered, as 
authority for many passages in the work ; and 
in some of his letters communicating information 
to the aut^r, he is known t^ have spoken of the 
oratory of Henry as "bold, grand «nd over- 
whelming," giving " examples of eloquence such 
as probably had never been exceeded," and the 
man himself as having been "the idol of his state," 
bfcyond example. Of the same tone is the evi- 
dence of mapy other persons whose celebrity is 
some warrant, of their good taste ; and many 
authentic anecdotes are afloat, some of them odd 
enough, and not such as to find place in a serious 
work, which would show what an extraordinary 
impression prevailed in his native state, of the 
command of this memorable person over the rea- 
son as wefl as the passions of men. Of one of 
these great displays the old Congress was the 
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theatre ; an assembly compared with the most 
venerable senates of ancient or modem days, by 
one who would himself have been the ornament 
of any ; and yet the tradition of its effect is not 
less tonstant or emphatic. 

No anecdotes, therefore, related at emcient 
eloquence are more authentic than those of the 
oratory of our illustrious countryman. Yet, 
when the modem reader, iir an age too, as has 
been sarcastically observed, when writing and 
printing «re not unknown, asks for even the 
fragments of this splendid web, and finds them 
few and meager, he is inclined to r^ard the evi- 
dence with some disbelief, and the writer who 
reflects its warmth in his work, as credulous and 
declamatory. But such a conclusion is to disre- 
gard unjustifiably a cloud of judiciouB contem- 
porary witnesses on the one hand, and on the 
other, to forget with what imperfect remains, care- 
lessly preserved, mutilated and defaced by. the 
collectors, and never repaired by the hand of the 
original designer, we are to compaie their descrip- 
tions. Of the greater part qt these orations we 
have only such fragments as could be carried 
away in flie memory of the hearers, who, however 
fit to estimate their excellence as critici, might not 
have the £9u)ulty nor the occasion to reli^te them 
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correctly. Of those, again, more regularly 
reported, as in the debates of the Virginia Con- 
yention, it is a striking and very curious cir- 
cumstance, that the •reporter seems to have 
" dropped" Mr. Henry, to use his biographer's 
expression, in those very passages where the 
reader would be most anxious to follow him. So 
in the stenographical notes of the argument on 
the British debts, it is, as the bi<^rapher infonns 
us, where we are prepared for the most captiva- 
ting or overwhelming flights, that ^e frequent 
erasures bear most marks of an apparent but 
ineffectual effort to recall what the enchantment 
of the moment caused to escape the vejrbal record 
of the reporterr Attentively considered, this cir* 
cumstance, which deprives us of the language of 
the orator, is another of the many homages of 
his hearers to his enchanting-faculty. 

Recollecting and weighing these eircum- 
stances, we doubt whether the author of the Life 
of Patrick Henry has done more in his fervid 
delineation of him, than reflect the united testi- 
mony of witnesses of all classes, whether friends 
or foes. Had he, in frict, practised a rhetorical 
art ; had he seemed to "kindle less himself in 
bringing these glowing traditions before his, 
reader, and in reality l^eightened their effect by 
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a kind of reluctant exhibitioti of their energy and 
unanimousness, we are tempted to think he 
would more completely have won the conViotion 
which we canUot reasonably withhold from the 
evidence he haa adduced. The same thing 
seems true of the cirtnpanion-pieces of 4:he princi- 
pal portrait. They were a body of men alto- 
geth^ remarkable and splendid, and Mr. Jeffer- 
son, through whose hands the author's manu* 
script passed, declares the chsu^cters to be ^^ inimi- 
tably and justly drawn.'' Tradition, it must be 
remarked, so uniform in respect to Mr. Henry's 
oratory is no less so as to his defects ; and it ia 
another vindication of the biographer's impar- 
tiality, that these are noted without hesitation in 
his memoir. In both he echoed the voice of 
contetnp6raries, and in regard U> his eloquence, 
only jdned in a general acclaim. 

These observations lire exceeding our Haa^ 
or we might remark it as son&ewhat curious, that* 
the '^action" which Demosthenes has been 
thought to have disproporticmably" lauded, find 
which, by universal concurrence, formed the 
secret and chief charm of Patrick Henry's elocu- 
tion, has in some, sort caused his pretensions to 
be doubted. Unwilling to impute such cortraol'- 
dinary effects to such a cause, we prefer to reject 
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at<Mice both the judgment of the Greek orator 
and this modern evidence of its truth; thus 
denying to the critic the confirmation of the ex* 
ample, and to the examtde the authority of the 
critic. There are, however, brief passages of 
Henry's, as they are given in his life, v^hich, 
mutilated as they have come down to us, are 
worthy of Chatham, and worthy of any orator, 
in any age. The biography, we think, Is not 
likely to perish either from want of interest in its 
subject, or of skill in the writer, who, without 
alteration of the facts — which, besides the popu- 
lar , belief, we have . the venerable authority 
already quoted, that he took great pains " to sift 
and scrutinize," — but by subduing the warm 
t<me of the narrative, may render it an enduring 
portion of our popular Uterature. The subject 
has been pursued to such length, ^however, 
chi^y firom its interest as a general question. 

In taking leave of it we may add the opinion 
of a \mter* who, though snatched away in the 
iBorning of a promising day, may be cited on a 
«ubj^t which he has treated with no less know- 
ledge than eloquence. The passage is equally 
complimentary to Patriek Henry and Mr. Wirt 

^ ^ — - 

♦ The late Frapcis Walker Gitaw, 
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" Had one," he says, " with so rich a genius, with 
such a soul for eloquence, as Mr. Wirt certainly 
possesses, seen Mr. Henry in some of his grandest 
exhibitions, I should not now have to d^lore the 
want of a finished orator at any American bar. 
But that bri^t metecw: shot from its mid-heaven 
sphere too eaxly for Mr. Wirt, and the glory of 
his art descended with him." As th^ most effect- 
ive and correct description of Mr. Wirt's oratory 
to ^hich we can add nothing, and which we 
should be unwilling to retrench, we extract the 
remainder of this passage, though it is probably 
familiar to many. The reader may recollect that 
the elocution of Mr. Wirt was originally faulty 
in several particulars. Of these defects his nice 
ear and good taste rendered him painfully «ensi-' 
. ble, and he bent himself determinedly to the cure 
of them ; with what success will appear from 
Mr. Gilmer's picture of him. 

*'But I have seen no one wlio has such natural advan- 
tages and so many qualities requisite for genuine eloquence 
as Mr. Wirt His person is dignified and commanding;^ 
Iiis countenance open, manly ,aiid playful; his voice dear 
and musical; and his whole appearance truly oratorio. 
Judgment and imagination hold a divided dominion over his 
mind, and each is so conspicuous that it is difficult to decii^b 
which IS ascendant His diction mutes force, purity, variety 
and splendour, more perfectly than that orany^>edcer I 
have heard, except Mr. Pinkitey. He had gieat oiigin^l 
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powers of action, but they Jiave been totally unassisted by 
the contemplation of a good model. His wit is prompt, 
pure, and brilliant, but tfiese lesser scintHlations of fancy are 
lost in the blaze of his reasoning and declamation. 
■ *^ £Us premises are always broad amMistinetly laid down, 
his deductions are faultless, and his conclusions of course, 
irresistible from the predicate. In this he- resembles what 
he has observed of Mr. Marshall, admit his first proposition 
and the conclusion is inevitable, ^he march of his mind 
is direct tO its object, the evcdutions by which he attains it, 
are so new and beautiful, and apparently necessary to the 
occasion, that your admiration is kept alive, your fancy 
delighted, and your judgment convinced, through every 
stage of the process. He leaves no objection to his reason- 
ing unaj^wered, but satisfies every doubt as he advances. 
His power over his subject is so great, and so judiciously 
directed, that he sweeps the whole field of discussion, rarely 
leaves any thing for his assistants to glean, and sometimes 
antieipating the position of his enemy's battery, renders h 
useless, by destroying before-hand the materials of which 
its fiuE^ifications were to be erected. He has been sometimes 
known to answer, by anticipation, all the arguments of the 
exposing counsel so perfectly, as to leave him nothing to 
say which had not been better said alieady. These great 
octfnbinations are so closely connected, the jsuccession of 
their parts so natural, easy, and rapid, that the whde qpera- 
tioa, offensive and defensive, aj^>ears but one effort There 
is no weak point in his arr^y, no chink in the whole line jof 
his extended works. Then the sweet melo^ of voice, the 
baautifbl decorations of fancy, the easy play of a powerful 
' reason, by which all this is accomplished, amaze and delight 
His pathos is natural and iiypressive; there is a pastoral 
simplicity and tenderness in his pictures of distress, when 
he describes female innocence, helplesi^eas, and beauty, 
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which the husband on whom she smiled shotdd have guarded 
even from the winds of. heaven which might visit it too 
roughly, "shivering at midnight on the winter banks of the 
Ohio, and mingling her tears with the torrent, which- froze 
as they fell;'' it is ,not a theatrical trickj to move a fleeting 
pity, but a deep and impressive appeal to the dignified chari- 
ties of our nature."* 

An opinion prevailed perhaps, at one time, 
that it was rather in the ornate than the severer 
qualities of oratory that Mr. Wirt excelled. Ex- 
cept indeed that some 'of his brilliancies, if we 
may call them so, found their way into pc^ular 
works, there was, perhaps, no better reason for " 
supposing a pef son who wrote with taste, and 
spoke wi(h force and feeling, on that account to 
want argument, than for the converse in the 
case of the attorney, who, as the jest goes, was 
reported to be a great lawyer because he was a 
miserable speaker. Those who knew him the 
earliest, concur that the striking feature of his 
mind " was the power of argument, of close, con- 
nected, cogent, logical reasoning." In the un- 
foreseen points that ari^ before a court, where the 
argument of counsel must be instant and extem- 
poraneous, he was always eminent fen: ready force 
as well as for lucid order. The writer remembers 



^ Gilmer's Sketches, Ac. pp. 38, 39. 
8 
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the first forensic encounter between him and Mr. 
Pinkney, in Baltimore, and the impression also 
of his speech compared with that of his formida- 
ble rivaL If, tause an old figurf, hje "wm struck 
by the elaborate Gothic beauties of the one, he 
drew a calmer pleasure firom the Grecian ele* 
gance and proportions of the other, where grace 
was subservient to utiUty, and all the parts were 
happily disposed toward the main design. In 
the structure of his speeches there is much of 
what ftuintilian caUs the '^ apta junctura." He 
seemed, however, . in his own words, ^^ not deco- 
rated for pomp, but armed for battle.'' Yet this 
opinion of his ornament, ^^ scilicet nimia facilitas 
magis quam facultas,** appeared to have been 
somewhat diffused ; for it is not long since an 
eminent judge, on first hearing the advocate 
in some eauseof moment, observed to him that 
he did not know till then that he was a logician. 
The well known description of Blennerhasset 
and his Island has been thou^t no mpre than 
the creation of the orator's fancy. But it is as 
well known to many, that the evidence on which 
that passage of the speech was founded, (which 
does not appear in the report of the trial,) was 
quite as high-vnrought in the description. In 
fine, we may appositely quote on this subject, a 
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passage in the Dialogue concerning OraUwy. 
The unknown but graceful writer says of some of 
Cicero's earlier orations, " Firmus sane paries, et 
duraturus, sed non satis expolitus et splendens ;" 
and he continues the figure naturally, "Non eo 
tantum volo tecto tegi, quod imbrem ac ven- 
tum aroeat, sed etiam quod visum et ociiloe 
delectet." 

Mr. Wirt has appeared in causes in Philadel- 
phia and Boston. Of his many arguments 
before the Supreme Court it is not our purpose 
to speak ; but an extract may not be unaccepta- 
ble from a speech in what will be recollected as 
the "steam-boat case," decided by that court in 
1824. It was a cause of deep interest, and import- 
ant not only from the nature of the individual 
rig&ts involved, but on account of the collisions 
which gave rise to it, of the state of New- York, 
with those of Connecticut and New Jersey. The 
arguments of counsel, — ^Webster and Wirt for 
the appellant, Oakly and Emmet for the appel- 
lee, — ^were most able and profound, and the 
papers of the day, which were much occupied 
with the canse, dwelt with emphasis on the 
ability of the Attorney-General's speech, particu- 
larly of the concluding passages, in which with 
rare, felicity he had xetorted on his eminent 
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antagonist, Mr. 'Emmet, a quotationof the latter 
from VirgiL 

The Attorney-General observed, that his learn- 
ed friend (Mr. Emmet) had eloquently perscmi- 
fied the state of New- York, casting her eyes 
over the ocean, witnessing every where the 
triumph of her gemus, and exclaiming, in the 
language of iBneas, 

*^ 'CtusBregio interris, nostri non plenae laboris V 

" Sir, it was not in the moment of triumph, nor witli the 
fet^iagB of tFiunq>h, that w£neas tittered that exclamation. 
It was when, with his faithful Achates by his side, he was 
surveying the works of art with which the palace of Car- 
thage was adorned, and his attention had been caught by a 
r^resentation of the battles of Troy. There he saw the 
sons ot Atreus, and Priam, andlhe fierce Achilles. The 
whole extent of- his misfortunes ; the loss and desolation of 
his firiends ; the fall of his beloved country; rushed upon 
his recollection. 

* Constitit etiachrymans, quis jam locus, inquit, AchatCi 
Ctus regio in terris, nostri non plense laboris V 

"Sir, the passage may hereafter have a closer application 
to the cause than my eloquent and classical Mend intended. 
For if the state of things which has already commenced, is 
to go on; if the spirit of hostili^ which already exists in three 
of our states^ is to catch by contagion, and spread among the 
rest, as, froQi the progress of the human passions, and the 
unavoidable conflict of interests, it will too surely do; what 
are we to expect 1 Qivil wars, arising from ffur inferior 
causes, have desolated sonde of the' fairest provinces of the 
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etrtfa. History ia fbll of the afflicting nanratiTes of anch 
wars; and it will continue to be her moumfiili^ce to record 
them, till ' time shall be no longer/ It is a momentous de- 
cision which this court is called on to make. Here are three 
states almost on the eve of war. It is the high proTince of 
Ihis court to interpose its benign and mediatorial influence. 
The framerp of our admirable constituti<m would have de- 
served the wreath of immortality which they have acquired, 
had they done nothing else than to establish this guardian 
tribunid, to hamnonize the jarring demients in our system. 
But, sir, if you do notx interpose your friendly hand, and 
extirpate the seeds of anarchy which Kew-York has sown, 
you wiU have civil war. The war of legislation which has 
already commenced, wiH, according to its usual course, 
become "a war of blows. Your country will be shaken with 
civil strifef Your republican institutions will perish in the 
conflict Your constitution will fall. The last hope of 
nations will be gone. And what will be &e eflfect upon the 
rest of the world 1 Look abroad at the scenes now passing 
on our globe, and judge of that efiect The friends of free 
government throughout the earth, who have been heretofore 
animal by our example, and have cheerfully cast their 
glance to it, as to their polar star, to guide them through, the 
stormy seas of revolution, will witness our fall, with dismay 
and despair. The arm that is every where Ufted in the 
cause of liberty, will drop unnerved by the warrior's side. 
Despotism will have its day of triumph, and will accom- 
plish the purpose at which it too certainly alms. It wHl 
cover tiie earth with the mantle of mourning. T^en, sir, when 
New-York shall look upon this scene of ruiif, if i^e have the 
generous feelinga which I believe her to have, it will not be 
with her head aloft, in the pride of conscious triumph, ' her 
rapt soul sitting in her eyes.'— No, sir, no ! Dejected with 
shame and eonfbsion, drooping «nder the weight of h«r 
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iORoWi Willi * ywot voffocated with despair, loeU may iht 
M^eieUiin, 

M < Ctuig jam locos, — - 

€tiUB regio in terris, nostri non plense labcnris V " 

Mr. Wirt has just entered his dxtieth year, 
and still resides in Baltimore, an eminent oma 
ment of a state which may number with some 
pride among her sons, a Dulany, a Chase, a 
Martin, and a Pinkney. For the narrative 
given in the precediiig pages, we have the brief 
apology of the 4:lassic: '^htkjus vitam narrare, 
fidudampotius morum,quam arrogantiam." 



The subject of the above memoir has acquired 
a new interest vnth ihe public from his nomina- 
tion by the Anti-Masonic Convention, assembled 
at Baltimore in October last, as a candidate for 
the Presidency of the United States ; an emi- 
nence to which he brings the pretensions of pure 
nnnrals and native dignity; of a high intellect, 
clear, vigorous and direct, refined by knowledge, 
and by a large acquaintance with mankind^ espe- 
cially with the eminent talents of his age ; of 
profound constitutional learning, and of an inti- 
mate knowledge of the points and course of our 
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national policy, acquired during a period of 
twelve years, during which, in flie capacity of 
Attorney-General, he held a seat in (be cabi- 
net. No man has more integrity in private life, 
and none would bring into the administration 
of public affairs a more sincere, candid, elevated 
or patriotic purpose. Though, restrained by 
personal and professional consideratioDs, he has 
never mingled in the competitions of politics, he 
has spoken and.written on many of the questions 
which have agitafted and divided the public 
opinion. Such a mind, with such. opportunities 
and iDccasions of observation, must have cast 
over tlie whole field of our policy, that broad and 
comprehensive glance which justifies this recent 
proof of the confidence of a considerable portion 
of the public. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The publishers having become possessed of 
a copy of "The British Spy,** which has passed 
through the hai;ids of the author, eagerly em- 
bra0 an q>portunity of submitting a correct 
edition of that work t6 the patronage of th^ 
public. These letters were originally inserted 
in a daily journal; and they appeared with all 
the imperfections to whidh sueh a mode of pub- 
lication is unavoidably liable. In the present 
edition, a variety of errors have been oc^ected ; 
and nothing has been spared whidi it was 
supposed coidd add to its value. 

Of the literary merit of a work which bas 
passed the ordeal of criticism with honour, not 
only to the authcxr but to his country, it would 
be impertinent ta speak. Common fame ha9 
decided it to be the fruit of an American pen; 
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and classical taste has pionotinced it to be the 
ofiipring of genius. To ihose who would in- 
culcate the degrading doctrine, that this is the 
country 

" Whelre Qenius ndooiB, wad where Fancf dies,*^ 

we would offer the lett^s of die British Spy 
as an unquestionaUe evidence that America ia 
entitled to a high rank in the republic of letters ; 
and that the empyreal flame may be respked 
under any r^on. 

♦ Clifton. 
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THB'iiiantnierq[»t^ from which the Mowing letters are 
extracted, was fotoDd in the becMiamber of a boavc&ng-hoase 
in a seaport town of Virginia. The gentleman, who had 
prerioiudy ocoqpied that chamber, is represented^ by the 
mistress of the house, to hare been a meek and harmless 
joong man, who meddled rery litde with the affairs of 
others, and concerning whom no one appeared sufficiency 
interested to make any inquiry. As it seems from the 
manuscript that the name by which he passed was not his 
real name^ and as, moreoTer, she knew nothing of his 
residence, so that she was totally ignorant to "whom and 
whither to dbeet it, she considered the manuscript as law- 
ful prize, and made a present of it to me. It seems to be a 
«opy of letters written by a young Englishman of rank, 
during « tour through the United States, in 1803^ to a 
member of the ftritish parliament. They are dated from 
almost erery paii of the Ihiited States, cohtain a great 
deal of geographical description, a delineation of every 
'cha r acte r of note among us, some literary disquisitions, 

with a great mixture of moral and political observation. 
9 
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The letters are prettily written. Persons of erery de- 
scription will find in them a light cmd agreeable enter- 
tainment; and to the younger part of your readers they 
may not be iminstnictiTe. For the present I select a 
few which were written ton this place, and by way of 
distmction, will gtre them to yoa under the title of the 
BrUiskSpf, 
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LETTER I. 

Riehmondf September 1. 

You complain, my dear S , that 

although I have been resident in Richmond 
upward of six months, you have heard nothing 
from me since my arrival. The truth is, that I 
had suspended writing until a more intimate 
acquaintance with the peqple and their country 
should furnish me with the materials for a cor- 
respondence. Having now collected those mate- 
rials, the apology ceases, and the correspondence 
begins. But ^rst, a word of myself. 

I still continue to wear the mask, and most 
willingly exchange the attentions, which would 
be paid to my rank, for the superior and exqui- 
site pleasure of inspecting this country and this 
people, without attracting to myself a single eye 
of curiosity, or awakening a shade ^Lsu^cion. 
Under my assumed name, I S«rft\ift]{ a4iflis^i&a 
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close eopugh to trace, at leisure, every line ci 
the American character ; while the plainness, or 
rather humility of my appearance, my manners 
and conversation, put no one oa his guard, but 
enable me to ti^e the portrait (4 nature,, as it 
were, asleep and naked. Beside, there is some- 
thing of innocent roguery in this masquerade, 
which I am plajdng, that sorts very well with . 
the sportiveness of my temper. To sit and decoy 
the human heart from behind all its disguises : 
to watch the capricious evolutions of unrestrained 
nature, frisking, curvetting and gambdling at 
her ease, with the curtain of ceremony drawn 
up to the very sky — Oh ! it is del^htful! 

You are perhaps surprised at my speaking of 
the attenticHis which would be paid in this 
country to my rank. You will suppose that I 
have forgotten where I am : no such thing. I 
remember well enough that I am in Yirginia, 
that state, which, of all the rest, plumes bei^elf 
moot highly on the democratic spirit of her piin- 
ei|)Ies. Iler political princ^les are indeed demo- 
cratic enough in all conscience. Eig^its and 
privileges, as regulated by the constitutipnof the 
state, belong in equal degree to all the citizens ; 
and Peter Pindar's remark is perfectly true of 
thp people of this country, that " every black- 
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guard scoundrel is a king."* Nevertheless, 
there exists in Virginia a species of social rank, 
fmm which no country can, I presume, be en- 
tirely free. I mean that kind of rank which 
arises from the different degrees of wealth and 
of intellectual refinement. These must introduce 
a style of living and of conversation, the former 
of which a poor man cannot attain, while an 
ignorant one would be incapable of enjo3ning the 
latter. It seems to me that from> these causes, 
wherever they may exist, circles of society, 
strongly discriminated, must inevitably result. 
And one of these causes exists in full force in 
Virginia; for, however they may vaunt of 
" equal liberty in church and state," they have 
but little to boast on the subject of equal property. 
Indeed there is no country, I believe, where 
property is more unequally distributed than in 
Virginia. This inequality struck me with pe- 
culiar force in riding through the lower counties 
on the Potomac. Here and there a stately aris- 
tocratic palace, with all its appurtenances, strikes 
the view; while all around, for many miles, no 
other buildings are to be seen but the Uttle smoky 
Jiuts and log cabins of poor, laborious, ignorant 

* The reader needs scarcely tx) be reminded that the writer 
U a Briton, and true to hid character. 

9* 
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teqflmta. And, what is very ridkuloiifl, thMo 
tenants, while they a^qpioach the greaf house^ 
cap in hand, with all the fearftil, tiembliiig sub- 
tnissifia of the lowest feudal yassaJs, boast in 
their conrt-yards, with obstreperous exultation, 
that they live in a land of freemen, a land of 
equal Uberty, and equal rights. Wh^her this 
debasing sense of infmority, which I have men- 
timied, be a remnant of their colonial diaracter, 
or wheth^ it be that it is natural for poverty and 
impotence to look up with veneration lo wealth, 
and power, and rank, I cannot decide. For my 
own part, however, I have ascribed it to the 
latter cause ; and I have been in a great d^ee 
confirmed in the opnion, by observing the atten- 
tions which were paid by the most genteel peofde 

here to the son of lord 

You know the circumstances in which his 
lordship I^ Virginia: that so (ax from bdng 
popular, be carried with him the deepest execrar 
tions of these people. Even now, his name is 
seldom mentioned here but in connexion with 
terms of abhorrence or contempt Aware of 

this, and believing it impossil:Se that 

was indebted to his fether^ fw all the parade of 
jespect which was shown to him^ I sought, in 
his own personal accomplishments, a solution of 
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the phenomenon. But I sought in vain. Wifhout 
one solitary ray of native genius, without one 
adventitions beam of science, without any of 
those traits of soft benevolence which areso uni- 
versally captivating, I found his mind dark and 
benighted, his manners bold, forward and 
assuming,, and his whole character evidently 
inflated with the consideration that he was the 
son of a lord. His dep(»rtment was so evidently 
dictated by this consideration, and he regarded 
the Virginians so palpably, in the humiliating 
%ht of inferior plebeians, that I have often 
wondered how such a man, and the son too c{ 
so very unpc^ular a &ther, escaped from this 
country without personal injury, or, at least, per- 
scmal insult I son now persuaded, that this 
impunity, and the great respect which was paid 
to him, resulted soldy from his noUe descent, 
and was nothing more than the tribute which 
man pays either to imaginary or real superiority. 
On this occa£don, I stated my surprise to a young 
Virginian, who happened to belong to the demo- 
cratic party. He, however, did not choose to 
admit the statement; but asserted, that whatever 

respect had be^a shown to « , 

proceeded solely front the federalists ; and that it 
was an unguarded evolution of thek private 
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attachment to monarchy and its appendages. I 
then stated the subject to a very sensible gende- 
man, whom I knew to belong to the federal pha- 
lanx. Not willing to degrade hid party by 
admitting that they would prostrate themselves 
before the empty shadow of nobility, he alleged 
that nothing had been manifested towards 

young , beyond the hospitahty 

which was due to a genteel stranger ; and that 
if there had been any thing of parade on his 
account, it was attributable only to the ladies, who 
had merely exercised their wonted* privilege of 
coquetting it with a fine young fellow. But 
notwithstanding all this, it was easy to discern 
in the look, the vcrice, and whole manner, with 
which gentlemen as well as ladies of both parties 

saluted and accosted ybun^ , a 

secret spirit of respectful diflMence, a species of 
silent, reverential abasement, which, as it cotild 
npt have been excited by his persona! quaUties, 
must have been homage to his rank. Judge, 
then, whether I have not just reason* to appre- 
hend, that on the annunciation of my real name, 
the curtain of ceremony would fell, and nature 
•would cease to play her pranks before me. 
' Richmond is buik, as you will remember, on the 
north side of James river, and at the head of tide 
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water. There b a manuscript Ui this state which 
relates a curious anecdote concerning the (uigia 
rf this town. The land hereabout was owned 
by GoL William Byrd. This gentleman, with 
the former proprietcnr of the land at the head oi 
tide water on Appomatox river, was appointed, 
it seems, to run the line between Yirginia and 
North Carolina. The operation was a most 
tremendous one ; for, in the execution of it, they 
had to penetrsM^e and pass quite through the great 
Dismal Swamp. It would be almost impossible 
to give you a just conception of the horrors of 
this enterprise. Imagine to yourself an immense 
morass, more than forty miles in length and 
twenty in breadth, its soil a black, deep mire, 
covered with a stupendous fcnrest of juniper and 
cypress trees, whose luxuriant branches, inter- 
woven throughout, intercept the beams of the 
sun and teach day to counterfeit the night This 
forest, which untffl that time, perhaps, the human 
foot had Jiever violated, ha4 become the secure 
retreat of ten thousand beasts of prey. The 
advenjturers, therefoare, beside the almost endless 
labour of Ming trees in a proper direction to 
form a footway throughout, moved amid per- 
petual terrors, and each night had to sleep en 
mUitaire, upon their arms, surrounded with the 
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deafening, soul-chilling yell of those hunger- 
smitten lords of the desert It was, one night, 
as they lay in the midst of scenes like these, that 
Hope, that never-failing friend of man, paid them 
a consohng visit, and sketched in brilliant pros- 
pect the plans of Richmond and Petersburg.* 

Richmond occupies a very picturesque and 
most beautiful situation. I have never met with 
such an assemblage of striking and interesting 
objects. The town, dispersed over hilb of various 
shapes ; the river descending from west to east, 
and obstructed by a multitude of small islands, 
clumps of trees, and myriads of rocks ; among 
which it tumbles, foams, and roars, constituting 
what are called the falls ; the same river, at the 
lower end of the town, bending at ri^t angles 
to the south, and winding reluctantly off for 
many miles in that directTon ! its polished sur- 
face cai^ht here and there by the eye, but 
more generally covered from the view by trees ; 
among which the white sails of approaching and 
departing vessels exhibit a curious and interest- 
ing appearance: then again, on the q>posite 

* So at least, speaks ike manuscript account which Col. 
Byrd has left of this expedition, and which is now in the 
hands of some of his descendants; pexhaps of the family at 
Westover. 
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side, the litde town of Manchester, built on a 
^hili, which, sloping gently to the river, opens 
the whole town to the view, interspersed, as it 
is, with vigorous, and flourishing poplars, and 
surrounded to a great distance by green plains 
and stately woods— -all these objects, falling at 
once under the eye, constitute, by far, the most 
finely varied and most animated landscape that 
I have ever seen. A mountain, Uke the Blue 
Ridge, in the western horizon, and the rich tint 
with which the hand of a Pennsylvanian &rmer 
would paint the adjacent fidds, would make this 
a more ^ichanting spot than even Demascus is 
described to be. 

I will endeavour to procure for you a perspec- 
tive view of Richmond, with the embellishments 
of &ncy which I have just mentioned ; and you 
will do me the honour to give it a place in your 
pavilion. 

Adieu for the present, my dear S 

May the perpetual smiles of Jieav^i be yours. 
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LETTER n. 



JHchmond, September 7. 

Almost every day, My dear S , some 

new evidence presents itself in suppprt of the 
Abbe iRayudl^B opinion, that this continent was 
once covered by the ocean, from which it has 

. gradually emerged. But that this emersion is, 
even comparatively speaking, of recent date, can- 
not be admitted ; unless the comparison be made 
with the creation of the earth ; and even then, in 

^ order to justify the remark, the era of the o-ea- 
tion must, I fear, be fixed much further back than 
the period which has been infened from the 
Jfosaic account** 

* Some error kas certainly happened in comtmting ih» 
era of the eakh^a cjtealtioii from tiue five books of Moses. 
Yc^teire infi^rms us, that certain French philosophers, who 
visited China, inspected the official register orlustory of the 
eclipses of the sun and moon, which, it seems, has been c<mr 
tinually kept in that country ; that on calculating them back, 
they were all found ccnrrect, and conducted those philosophers 
to A period, (I will not undertake to speak with certainty of 
the tune, but I think,} twenty-three centuries before the 
Mosaic era. It is notorious, however, that the Chinese 
plume ^ems^lves on the antiquity of their country ^ and in 
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Tke foikwiiig fitoto are authentieatod beyend 
Rny kind of doidbL Donug^tBe last 8priQg:a 
gendemaa in ibe iieighbourb<»od of Wfltiaina- 

^ C — . . '■ t ; ' t ■ ' . — -; 

order to prop this, it would.ha^ b^n jii9t as easy for the 
Chinese astrbnomerir to have &bfloated and^dretsed \xp the 
regisier in qu6itioii,r by pooteiior eakiidationMi as for the 
Frendi f^^tMfiomets to hayeanade tliQisr.9etroqisctire ezamir 
natiiHV of the accuracy of those eclipses. The sams seienca 
precisely was requisite fpr both purposes ; and although the 
impfoyement of th^ arts and sciences in China, was fotliid 
tiy the first Europeans who went amongst thoin, to bear 1M> 
proportion to the anti<|uity of the country^ yet there i^ no 
reason to doii^ that the Chiiiese mandarins were at least aa 
eompetent to the cialculatioii of an eclipse as t^ ^lepheida 
of Egypt. Indeed we arc, I betiere,* e^iressty told,>that the 
Chinese, long be^ira .thay were risited by tha people of 
Europe, h^ been in the habit of 4ising. a spei^s of astrono* 
mical appai^situs^ and of stainping^ almanaca from plates or 
blocks, many hundred years, eren h^&m printing was dia? 
corered in Ehirope. I see im> great reason, therefore, to rely 
with very implicU confidence on the register of China* 
Indeed I am very little diapesed tp build my fiiith, as to any 
historical fiiot, on aTidence .perfo<^y witiun the reach of 
human art and imposture; comprehending all wtitingi^ 
inscriptions, literary or hiaroglyphie, mackls, &c. which 
tend either to iatlsr our passion for tits marydWus, or 
aggrandise the particular nation in whose bosom they art 
found. And, thinrefore, together Vith the Chineve tegister, I 
throw out of the considetatipn of this qaestioa another reo^ 
which goes to the same purpiose; ImeantheChaldaiemaaa* 
script found by Alexander in the city of Babylga. 
The inforehees reported by Mr? Btydbne, at hafing been 
10 
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burg, about mxty tuSes bdow tlu&t place, i& digr 
gmg a ditch on hk farm, discoveced about four 
(flr five feet below the eurfece^ of the ear^, a cpn* 

drawn by Rfecupero, frqni the lavas of maant Etna (thos« 
stupendous recordi^ which bo huiAad ait or imposture coiild 
possibly hare fabricated) deseiire, I think, much moi^ serious 
altention. They aw siibject, indeed^ to one of the preceding^ 
obJ0et^ns, to wit : that the data, frojn which all the subsequent 
calculations are drawn, are inscriptions : appealing not cmly 
to our passion for the marvellous, but flattering the Tanity of 
the Sicilians, by establishing the great age of their mountain, 
at once their-curs^ and their blessing. TheSe intorqptions, 
however, do not rest, merely on their own authority: they 
allege a fact which is very strongly countenanced by recent 
and unerring observation. As Brydcme may not be in the 
hands ef every perscm who may chance to possess and read 
this bagatelle^ and as this^ubject is ceaUy curious and inter- 
esting, I beg leave to subjoin those |)arta of that traveller'a 
nighly entertaining letters which relate to it 

" The last lava we crossed, before our arrival there [Jaci' 
RedU) is of v/ist extent. I thought we never should have 
had done with it; it certaii^ly is not less than six or seven - 
miles broad, and appear? in many places to be of an enor- 
mous depth. , ^ 

*' Wheii we came near the sea, I was desirous to see what 
fbrm it had assumed' in meeting with the water. I went to 
examine H, and ibiutd it had driven back the wates fan 
upward of a mile, and had formed a large, blade, high pnnn- 
. ontory, where, before, itwe^i deep water. This la^a^ \ 
imagined, fipom its barrenness, for it is, as yet, ^50vered with 
a very scanty soil, had run from the mountfdn didy a few 
ages ago; but was. surprised to be infonned by Signor Recur- 
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BMerable porti<Mi of the ^sehum of a wbaleiL 
Several fragments of the ribs and other parts of 
the system were foi}nd| and all the veriebrtB 

pero, the historiographer of Etna, that this y&cy^avtt is men- 
tioned by Diodoms Siculus to have burst from Etna in the 
time of the second Punic war, when Sjrracuse was besieged 
by the Romans. A detachment was sent from Taurominum 
to the relief 0f the besieged. They were stopped on their 
msut^h by this stream of lava, which having reached the sea 
before their arrival at the foot of the mountain, had cut off 
their passage, and obl%ed them to return by the back of 
Etna, upwards of ^ hundred miles about His authority for 
this, he tells mo^ was taken from inscriptions on Roman 
monuments found on this lava, and that it was likewise well 
ascertained by many of the old Sicilian authors. Now as 
this is about two thousand years age, one would imagine, if 
lavas have a regular progr^ui in becoming fertile fields, that 
this must long ago. have become ^at least arable; this, how*- 
eyer, is not the case: and it is, as yet, only covered with a 
very scanty vegetation, and incapable of producing either 
corn or vines. There are indeed pretty large trees growing 
in the crevices which are full of a nch earth; but in all 
probability, it will be some hundred years yet, before there it 
enough of it to render this land of any use to the proprietors. 

'^ It is curious to consider, that the sur&ce of this black 
and barren matter, in process of time, becomes one of the 
most fertile soils upon earth. But whatmvst be the time to 
bring it to its utmost perfection, when after two thousand 
years, it is still, in most places, but a barren rockl"— VbZ. I 
Letters. 

"Siguier Recupero, who obligingly engages to be our 
dcerone, has shown us some curious remains of antiquity; 
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regularly arranged said very, little impaired as to 
their ^cere. The sfX)t on whioh lliis skeleton 
was found, lies about two miles from the nearest 
shcwre of Jntfues river, and* fifty or sixty frcnn 
the Atlantic Ocean. The whole phenomenon 
bore the clearest evidence that the animal had 
perished in its native element ; and as the ocean 
fe the nearest resort of the whale, it follows thai 



but they have be^i all bo shaken and shattered by the moun- 
tain, tiiat hardly any thhig is to befound entire. 

V Near to a Tanlt; which iis now thirty feet below ground, 
and has, probably, been a burial place, Aere is a draw-wdl, 
where there are several strata of lavas j with earth to a conside- 
rabU thickne^ over the sitrface of each stratum. Recupero his 
made use of this as an argument |o prove the great antiquity of 
the mountain. JPrn* if it require two thousand years or upward, 
to form bata scanty soil on the siyrfhee of a lava^ there mu^ 
have been more than that space of time betwixt each of the 
enq)tions which have formed the«trata. But what shall we 
say of a pit they sunk near to Jaci of a great depth. They 
pierced through seven distinct lo/vaSj one under Ae other, the 
sur&ces of which were parallel, and fnost of them covered 
Vfith a thick bed ^frich earth. Now, says he, the eruption 
which formed the lowest of these lavaSf if we may be allowed 
to reason from analogy, must have flowed from the mountain 
at least fourteen thousand years ]Bi^.**^Vol. I. Letter 7. 
Whereas tlie computation inferred, but without doubt inao* 
curately, from the Pentateuch, makes the earth itself t>nly 
between five and six thousand years old. 
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tiie ocean most once have covered the country, at 
least as high up as Williamsburg. 

Again, in digging several wells lately in this 
town, the teeth of sharks were foun4 from sixty 
to ninety or a hundred feet below the sur&ce of 
the eart1i« The probability is that these teetl^ 
were deposited by the shark itself; and as this 
fish is never known to infest v^ shallow 
dtream^, the condusicm is clear that this whde 
country has once been buried under several fath- 
oms of water. At all events, these teeth must 
be considered as ascertaining what was onee the 
surface of the earth here ; whieh surjiice is very 
little higher than* that of lames riirer.^ Now if it 
be considered that there has been no perceptible 
difierence wrought in the figure <x .elevation of 
the coast, nor, consequently, in the precipitation 
of the interior streams since the earliest recorded 
discovery of Virginia, whidi was two htmdred 
years ago, it will follow, that James river must, 
for many hundreds, perhaps thousands of yearsj 
have been running, at least here, with a very 
rapid, headlong current; the fiicjtion wherecrf 
must certainly have rendered*the channel much 
deeper than it was at tHe time of the deposition 
of these teeth. The result is clear, that the sur- 

6ce of the stream, which eyen now, after all this 
10» 
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frictiiQ and cf»is6queDt depc^easioki, is fio nearly 
on a leyel with the site of the shark's teeth, 
must, oo^^nally, have been much h%her. I 
take this to be an irrefragaUe proof, that the land 
here was then inundated ; and as there is no 
ground between this and the Atlantic, h%her 
than that on which Richmond is built, itseems 
to me indisputably certain, that the whole of 
this beaii^ful Country was once covered with a 
dreary waste <rf water * 

* An elegant and well informed writer on the -theory of the 
earthj under the signature of " An Inquirer," whose remarks 
were suggested by the perusal of this letter of the British 
Spy, observes that sea shells cuad other marine substances 
ace Ibun4 in eyery ejjiitxted part of the world, " on the lofti- 
est mountains of Europe and the st^l loftier Andes of South 
4Merica." As the British Spy was not writing a regular 
and elaborate treatise on the origin of the earth, he did not 
deem it material to congregate all the facts which have beep 
•een, and siq]posed, in relation to this, subjecti. 

Whether the British t^y is to be consider«d as an En^ 
lishman of rank on a tour through America, and writing the 
above letter in Richmond to his friend in London; or 
whether he is to be considered as one of our own citizens - 
^iSispoted to entertain the people of Richmond and its Tioinity 
with a light fuid amw^pg speculaticm on the origm of their 
country, in either instance it was both more xiatural, and 
more interesting that the speculation should appcfur to have 
grown out of recent facts discovered in their own town or 
neig^boiirhood, and with which they are all supposed to be 
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To what curioufi and interesting reflections 
does this subject lead us? Over this hill on 
which I am now sitting and writing at my ease, 
and from which I look with delight on the 
landscape that smiles around me— over this hill 
and over this landscape, the billows of the ocean 
have rolled in wild and dreadful fury, while Uie 
leviathan, the whale and all the monsters of the 
deep, have disported themselv^ amid the fearful 
tempest 

Where was then the shore of the ocean? 
From this place, for eighty miles to the west- 
ward, the ascent of the country is very gradual i 
to and even up the Blue Ridge, marine shells 
and other phenomena are found, which demon- 
strate that that country too, has been visited by 
the ocean. How then has it emerged? Has 
it been by a sudden convulsion? Certainly 
not. No observing man, who has ever tra- 
velled from the Blue Kidge to the Atlan- 
tic, can doubt that this emersion has been 
effected, by very slow gradations. For as you 
advance to the east, the prooft of the formeor sub- 
mersion of the country thicken upon you. On 

conversant, than on distant and Controvertible facts, which 
It was not important to the inquiry, whether they knew or 
Miered, or not 
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ibe shd^ of Yerl^ river, the bones of whales 
abound ; and I have been not a little amused in 
walking on th& sand \mdi of tbit'river during 
the iQc^s of the tide, and looking up |tt the high 
cliff or bank above me, to observe strata of sea 
Aells not yet calcined, like those which hj on 
the beach under nay feet, interspersed with strata 
of earth (the joint result, no doubt, of sand and 
putrid vegetables) exhibiting at once a sample of 
the manner in which the adjacent so3 had been 
fcnrmed, and proof of the comparatively recent 
de^rtion of the waters. 

Upon the whole, every thing here tends ta con- 
firm the ingenious theory of Mr. BxxSon ; that 
the eastern coasts of continents are enlarged by 
the perpetual revolution of the earth from west 
to east, which has the obvious tendency to con- 
glomerate the loose sands of ^^sea on the 
eastern coast ; while the tides of the ocean, 
drawn from east to west, against the revolving 
earth, contribute to aid the process, and hasten 
the alluvion, But admitting the Abbe Raynal's * 
idea, that America is a far younger country than 
ekher of the other continents, or in other words, 
that America has emerged long since their for- 
maticm, how did it happen that the materials, 
which compose this continent, were not accumu- 
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lated on ^e eastern coast of Asia ? Was it that 
the present mountains of America, then protu- 
berances on the bed of the ocean, intercepted a 
part of the jiassing' sands which would otherwise 
have been 'Washed on the Asiatic shore, and thus 
betome the pudiments of this vast continent ? If 
so, America is under much greater obUgations to 
her barren mountains, than she has hitherto 
scifqposed. 

But while Mr. Buifon's thecwry accpunts very 
handsomely for the enlargement of the eastern 
coast, it oH^rs no kind of reason for any exten- 
sion of the western ; on the contrary, the very 
causes assigned, to supply the addition to die 
eofiitem, seem at first view to threaten a diminu- 
tion of the western coast. Acc(»:dingly, Mr. 
Bufbn, w€f see, has adopted also the latter idea ; 
and, in the constant abluvion from the western 
coast of one continent, has found a perennial 
source of materials hr the eastern coast of that 
which lies behind it This last idea, however, 
by no means quadrates with the hypothesis, that 
the mpunt^s of America formed the odginaL 
stamina of the continent ; for, on the latter jsup- 
position, the tnountains themselves would consti^ 
tute the western coast ; since Mr. Buffon's theory 
precludes the idea of any accession in that quar- 
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ter. But the mbtintaiiis do not ccmstitute the 
Tt^estem coast. On the contrary, tibere is a 
wider extent of country between the great moun^ 
tains in North America, and the Pacific or the 
northern oceans, dian there is between the same, 
mountains and the Atlantic ocean. Mr. Bmffon's 
theory, "therefore, however rational as to the 
eastern^ becomes defective, m he presses -it^ in 
relation to the western (roast ; unl^ to accom- 
modate Ihe theOTy, we appose the total abrasi^ 
of s(Hne great nwrnntain which ori^nally consti- 
tuted the western limit, and which was itsdf, the 
emlwyiwi of this continent. But for many rea- 
sons, «s^ particularly the present cont^uity to 
Ada, at one part, where such a mountain,' 
according to the hypothe^ must have run, the 
idea of any such Jimit wfll be thought mthei" too 
extravagant for adoption. The fact is, that Mr. 
Buffi)n has considered his the^ rather in its 
. cfpemiiotL on a continent already egAnhtiBhed, thaft 
<m the birth or pnmitive ^nerdon of a ccmti^ 
nent from the ocean. 

As to the western part of ibis continent, I 
mean that which lies beyond the Alleghany 
mountains, if it were ^ot br^nally gained from, 
the ocean^ it has received an accumulation of 
eaeih by no means lees wonderful. Far beyond 
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the Ohio, in {aercmg Uie earth for water, the 
stumps of treesj bearing the tnost evident impres- 
sions of th^ a^e, and on one of them the rust of 
consumed iron, have been discovered between 
ninety and a hundred feet below the present 
surface of the earth. This is a proof, by the by, 
not cmly that Uiis immense depth of soil^ has 
been aceumtilated in that quarter ; but that thcU 
new country, as the inhabitants of the Atlantic 
st£Ues call it, is, indeed, a very smcient one ; and 
that North America has undergone more revolu- 
tions in point of civilization, than hi^e heretofore* 
been thought e£, either by the European or 
Amerkan philosophers. That part of this con- 
tinent, which borders on the western ocean, 
being almost entirely ^inknown, it is imposnUe 
to say whether it exhil»t the same eyidence ol 
immeiBion which is found here. M'Kenzie, 
however, the onjy traveller who has ever pene- 
tiated throogh'^this vast forest, records a curious 
tradition among some of the western tribes of 
Indians, to wit : that the world was once covered 
with water. The traditbn is ffiodbdlished, as 
usual with a number of very highly poetical fic- 
tions. The fact, whidi I suppose to be couched 
under it, is 4he anc^t submersieai of that part 
of the continent whiqh certainly looks mu^ 
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moxe like a waridtbaok the petty .i^tkory that 
was immiktod by jBuce^Kn^ flood. If I remem- 
ber aright, for I cannot imn^iately refer to the 
.hoek, Stith, in his History of Yi]^ifua,.vhas xe- 
ix>rded a similar tra^litionc^ among the Atlan^ 
tribes (^ Indians. I have no. doubt that if 
M'Kenzie had been as^wellqualifiedibrtoientiic 
research, as he .was midoubtedly hmest, firm and 
persevering, it woidd have been in his poller to 
have thrown great Ughts on this sabjectj as it 
rdates to the weistem country. . 

For my own part, while I beUeve the present 
mountains of America* to" have constituted the 
original standna-oi the ^o^nent, I believe at 
the sam^ time, the western as well as the es»tern 
.country to be tfa& effect of- alluvion ; prpduoed 
too by^ the same causes : the rotation of th^ 
earth, and the planetary attraction of the ocean. 

The peiioq>tion of this will be easy and simple, 
if, instead of confounding the inind, by a wide 
view of the whole \continent as it, now stands, 
we carry backxMir imaginations to the time of 
its birth, and suppose some one of -the k^hest 
pinnacfes of the Blue Ridge tohave just emerged 
above, the surface erf the sea. Now whether the 
rolling of the earth to the east |^ve to the ocean, 
which floats loosely upon its bosom, an actual 
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couoter-cunent, to the west,* which is occasion- 
ally further accelerated by the motion of the 
tides in that direction, or whether this be not the 

* This idea, which is merely stated k^oiketicaZI/y^ is con- 
sidered, by the Inquirer, as having been a position oftjoZi^Zy 
taken by the British Spy: and as the reverse principle, (to 
wit, that the motion of the waters is taken from and corres- 
ponds with that of the solid earth,) is so weU established^ he 
concludes that it must have been contested by the British 
Spy through mere inadvertence. But, for my part, I do not 
perceive how this hypothetical idea of the British Spy is, at 
all, in collision with the doctrine of the diurnal or annual 
revolution of the terraqueous globe. 

The British Spy could not have been guilty of so great an 
absurdity as to intend that the waters of the ocean deserted ■ 
theii' bed and broke over the eastern coasts and lofty moun- 
tains of opposing continents, in orckr to maintain their actual 
counter-current to the west It must have been clear to him, 
that the ocean, keeping its bed, must attend the motion of the 
earth, " not oiily on its axis, but in its orbit." But the ques- 
tion here is not as to the position of the whole ^ocean as it 
relates to the whole earth; the question is merely as to the loco- 
motion of the particles of the ocean, among themselves. For 
although the ocean, as well as the solid earth, must perform a 
complete revolution around their common axis once in twenty- 
four hoinv, it does not follow, as I take it, that the globules 
of the j9uid ocean must, all this time, remain as fixed as the 
atoms of the solid eaith : they certainly may and certainly 
have, from some cause or other, a subordinate motion among 
tlicmselves, frequently adverse to the general motion of the 
globe ; to wit, a current to the west The atmosphere belongs 
as much to this globe as the waters of the ocean do : that is 

11 
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case ; still to our newly emerged pinnacle, which 
is whirled, by the earth's motion, through the 
waters of the deep, the consequences will be the 

to say, it cannot any more than the ocean fly off and attach 
itself to any other planet It feels, like the ocean, the gravi- 
tating power of the earth and the attraction of the neigh- 
bouring planets. It is affected, no doubt, very sensibly (at 
least the lower region of it) by the Earth's diurnal rotation, 
end like the ocean, is compelled to attend her in her annual 
journey around the sun. But what of this? ' Does the 
atmosphere remain fixed in such a manner, as that the part 
of it, which our antipodes are respiring at this moment, is to 
furnish our diet, our pabulum vita^ twelve hours hence 1 
Certainly not} the atoms which compose the atmosphere 
are, we know, in spite of the earth's diurnal and annual mo- 
tion, agitated and impelled in every direction ; and so also, 
we equally well know, are the waters of the ocean. 

If the Inquirer, when he says that " the motion of the 
earth is communicated to every part of it, whether solid or 
fluid," intend that the motion of the loose and fluid particles 
of the ocean take, firom the earth, a flux among themselves to 
the east, the result would be an actual current to the east; 
which is not pretended. If he mean, that the globules of the 
ocean, imaffected by any other cause than the motion of the 
earth, would always maintain the same position in relation 
to each other, he may, indeed, allege a principle which is 
well established ; but as it does not meet the approbation of 
my reason, and as I am not in the l^bit of reading merely 
that I may understand and believe, I must beg permission to 
enter my dissent to the principle. It would be difficult, if 
not impossible, so close as we are in the neighbourhood of 
the earth's attraction, to invent any af^paratus by which a 
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lame as if there were this actual and strong 
current. For while the waters will be continually 
accumulated on the eastern coast of this pinna- 

decisiye expeiiment could be made oa this subject. But, by 
the way of illustration, let us suppose the earth at rest; let 
us suppose th« atmosphere, by the hand of the great Chymist 
who raised it into its present aeriform state, once more re- 
duced to a fluid; let us suppose it, like a great ocean, to stir- 
round the earth withiii the torrid zone, (partitioned at right 
angles, by two or three mountains running from north to 
to south) and all its parts reposing in a halcyon calm : let 
us then suppose the earth whirled on its axis to the east, 
what would be the probable effect ? it is clear that the lower 
region of this superincumbent ocean would be most strongly 
bound by the earth's attraction ; it is equally clear that the 
stratum of globules, immediately in contact with the earth, 
would adhere more strongly thereto, than to the fluid stratum 
which rested upon it; while this adhesion to the surface of 
tile earth would be assisted by the many rugged protuber- 
ances on that surface. Hence the first motion of the earth, the 
lowest part of this ciraumambient ocean, being most power- 
fully attracted and attached to the earth, would slide under 
the fluid mass above it, and thereby produce an inequality 
in the upper surface of the water itself; an elevation in the 
eastern, a concavity in the western side of each partition; 
while the waters, from their tendency to seek their level, 
would strive to restore the balance, by falling constantly from 
east to west 

Whether this effect would continue for ever, or how long it 
would continue in our oceans as they are at present arranged, 
it is not easy to solve. But that a current from the east to the 
west would be at first produced, is as evident as the light of 
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cte, it is obvious that on the western coast, 
(protected, as it would be, from the current, by 
the newly risen earth,) the waters will always be 

heaven ; if it be denied, I demand the solution of the follow- 
ing f^enomenon : if a plate be filled with oil or other fluid, 
and the plate be then drawn in any direction, how does it 
happen that the fluid wiU manifest a tendency to flow in the 
(^^poiite direction j insomuch that if the draught of the plate 
be sudden, the fluid, running rapidly over the adverse edge 
of the plate, shall discharge itself completely ; leaving little 
behind but the inferior stratum 3 I take it, that the man 
who solves this phenomenon, satisfactorily, will be compelled 
to resort to principles, which, when applied to our oceans, 
resting loosely as they do on the earth which rolls under 
them, would inevitably produce a western current; and this 
current once produced it will be difficult to say why and when 
it should cease. A current thus produced would be une(][ual 
firom the nature of its cause, at various depths : it would be 
subject to temporary affections and alterations near its sur- 
face, by the winds, the tides and the diversified shapes of the 
coasts on which the ocean rolls. The general tendency, 
however, of the great mass of the waters would be to the 
west 

I see no sound reason in renouncing Mr. Buffmi's theory 
either on account of the eloquent and beautiful manner in 
which it is explained j nor because it has Icmg had its Just 
portion of admirers; nor because there are other more mo- 
dem theories. While we are children, it may be well enough 
to lie passively on our backs and permit others to prepare and 
feed us with the pap of science ; but when our own judgments 
and understandings have gained their maturity, it behoves 
us, instead of being " a feather for every wind that Wows,** 
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comparatively low and calm. The result is 
dear. The sands, borne along by the ocean's 
current over the northern and southern extremi- 
ties of this pinnacle, will always have a tendency 
to settle in the calm behind it; and thus, by 

instead of floating impotently before the capricious current 
of fashion and opinion, to heave out all our anchors; to take a 
position from which nothing shall move us but reason and 
truth, i)ot novelty and fashion. In the progress of science, 
many principles, in my opinion, have been dropped to make 
way for others, which are newer but less true. And among 
them Mr. BufTon's theory of the earth. The effect of allu- 
vion is so slow, that any one generation is almost unable to 
perceive the change wrought by it; hence, many people, 
unable to sit down and reflect on the wonders which time 
can do, fly off with a kind of puerile impatience, and resort 
to any thing, even a bouleversemente of a whole continent, 
rather than to depend on so slow and imperceptible an ope- 
ration as that of alluvion. This is not philosophical. Neither 
on the other hand would it be philosophical to reject a theory 
because H might be new and unsupported by a name. On 
the contrary, the man who, on any branch of philosophy 
starts a new hypothesis, which has even the gtiise of reason, 
confers a benefit on the world ; for he enlarges the ground of 
thought, and although not immediately in the temp^le of truth 
himself, may have dropped a hint, an accidental clew, which 
may serve to lead others to the door of the temple. In this 
spirit, I not only excuse, but am grateful eVen for the wildest 
of Dr. Darwin's philosophical chimeras. In the same spirit, 
{ offer, without the expectation of its final adoption, the idea 
suggested by this note as to the cause of a western current 
11* 
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perpetual fwxumulaiioiis, form a western coast, 
more rapidly periiaps than -an eastern one ; as 
we may see in miniature, by die capes and 
shallows crflected by the still water, on each 
side, atHhe mouths of creeks, or below rocks, in 
the ra[nds of a river. 

After this new-bom point of earth had gained 
some degree of elevation, it is probable that suc- 
cessive coats of vegetaticm, according to Dr. 
Darwin's idea, springing up, then falling and 
dying on the earth, paid an annual tribute to 
the infent continent, while each rain which fell 
upon it, bore down a part of its substance and' 
assisted perpetually in the enlargement of its 
area. 

It is curious that the arrangement of the 
mountains both in North and South America, 
as well as the shape of the two continents, com- 
bine to strengthen the preceding theory. For 
the mountains, as you will perceive on inspeUing 
your maps, /un in chains from north to south; 
thus opposing the widest possible barrier to the 
sands, as they roll from east to west The 
shape of the continent is just thai which would 
naturally be expected from such an origin : that 
is, they he along, collaterally, with the moun- 
tains. As far north as the country is well 
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known, these ranges of mountains am observed ; 
and k is remarkable, that as soon as the Cordil- 
leras terminate ia the south, the continent of 
South America ends: where they terminate 
in the north, the continent dwindles to a narrow 
isthmus. 

Assuming this theory as correct, it is amusing 
to observe the conclusions to which it will lead us. 

As the country is supposed to have been 
formed by gradual accumulations, and as these 
accumulations were most probably equal or 
neariy so in every part, it follows that, 4)roken 
as this country is in hills and dales, it has as- 
sumed no new appearance by its emersion ; but 
that the igure of Xhe earth's surface is the same 
throu^out, as well where it is now covered by 
the. waters of the ocean as where it has been 
already denudated. So that Mr. Boyle's moun- 
tains in the sea, cease to have any thing wonderful 
in them. 

Connected with this, it is not an improbable 
conclusion, that, new continents and islands are 
now forming on the bed of the ocean. Perhaps, 
at some Aiture day, lands may emerge in the 
neighbourhood of the Antarctic circle, which by 
progressive accumulations and a consequent 
increase of weight, may keep a juster balance 
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between the poles, and produce & material differ- 
ence in our astronomic^ relations. The navi- 
gators of that day will be as successful in their 
discoveries in the southern seas, as Columbus 
was heretofore in the northern. For there can 
be Uttle doubt that there has been a timcwhen 
Columbus, if he had Uved, would have found 
his reasonings, on the balance of the earth, 
fallacious ; and would have sought these seas for 
a continent, as much in vain, as Drake, Anson, 
Cook and others, engouraged perhaps by similar 
reasoning, have since sought the ocean of the 
south. 

If Mr. Buffon's notion be correct, that the 
eastern , coast of one continent is perpetually 
feeding on the western coast of that which Ues 
before it, the conclusion is inevitable, that the 
present materials of Europe and Africa, and Asia, 
in succession, will at some future day, compose 
the continents of North and South America ; 
while the latter, thrown on the Asiatic shore, 
will again make a part, and, in time, the whole 
of that continent, to which by some philoso- 
phers, they are supposed to have been originally 
attached. It is equally clear that, by tliis means, 
the continents will not only exchange their ma- 
terials, but their positron \ so that, in process of 
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dme, they must respectively make a tour abound 
the globe, maintaining still the same ceremo- 
nious distance from each other, which they now 
hold- 
According to my theory, which supposes an 
alluvion on the western as well as the eastern 
coast, the continents and islands of the earth, 
will.be caused, reciprocally, to approximate, and 
(if materials enough can be found in the bed of 
the ocean, or generated by any process of nature) 
ultimately to unite. Our island of Great Britain, 
therefore, at some future day, and in proper per- 
son, will probably invade the territory of Prance; 
In the course of this work of alluvion, as it re- 
lates to this country, the refulgent waters of the 
Atlantic will be forced to recede from Hampton 
Roads and the Chesapeake ; the beds whereof 
will become fertile valleys, or, as they are called 
here, river bottoms; while the lands in the lower 
district of the state, which are now onty a very 
few feet above the surfrice of the sea, will rise 
into majestic eminences, and the present sickly 
site of Norfolk be converted into a high and 
salubrious mountain: I apprehend, however, 
that the present inhabitants of Norfolk would be 
extremdy unwilling to have su^h an effect 
wrought in their day; since there can be little 
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douKthat they prefer their present commercial 
situation, incumbered as it is -by the annual 
visits of the yellow fever, to the devation and 
health of the Blue Ridge. 

In the course of this process, too, of which I 
have been speaking, if the theory be correct, the 
gidf of Mexico will be eventually fiOed up, and 
the. West India* islands consolidated with the 
American continent. 

These consequences, visionary as they may 
now appear, are not only probable, but, if the 
alluvion which is demonstrated to have taken 
place already, should continue, they are, inevita- 
ble. There is very little probability that the 
isthmus of Darien, which connects the two conti- 
nents, is coeval with the Blue Ridge or the Cordil- 
leras ; and it requires only a continuation of the 
feause which produced the isthmus, to effect the 
refdetion of the gulf and the ccmsoUdation of the 
islands with the continent. 

But when? I am possessed of noc2afawherd)y 
the calculations can be made. The depth at 
which Herculaneum and Pompeia were found 
to be buried in the course of sixteen hundred 
years, affords us no light cm this inquiry ; because 
their burial was effected not by the slow alluvion 
and accumulation of time, but .by the sudden 
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«nd repeated eruptions of Vesuvius. As little 
are, we aided by the repletion of the earth around 
the Tarpein rock in Rome; since that reple- 
tion was most probably effected in a very great 
degree, by the materials of fallen buildings. And 
besides, the original height of the rock is not 
ascertained with any kind of precision ; histo- 
rians having, I believe, merely informed us, that 
it was sufficiently elevated to kill* the criminals 
who were thrown from its summit. 

But a truce with philosophy. Who could have 
believed that the skeleton of an unwieldy whale, 
and a few mouldering teeth of a shark, would 
have led me such a dance ! 

Adieu, my dear S , for the present. 

May the light of heaven continue to shine around 
you! 
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LETTER III. 

Richmond, September 15. 

You inquire into the state of your favourite 

art in Vkginia. Eloquence, My dear S y. 

has few successful votaries herer I mean do^ 
quence of die highest order ; such as that U> 
which, not only the bosom of your fiiefid, but 
the feelings of the whde British nation bore evi- 
dence, in listening to the charge of the Begums 
in the prosecution of Warren Hastings. 

In the national and state legislatures, as well 
as at the various bars in the United States, I 
have heard great volubility, much good sense, 
and some random touches of the pathetic ; but 
in the same bodies, I have heard a far greater 
proportion of puerile rant, or tedious and di^ust- 
ing inanity. Three remarks are true as to- 
almost all their orators. 

First, They have not a sufficient fund of gen- 
eral knowledge. 

Secondly, They have not the habit of dose 
and solid thinking. 
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Hiirdly, They do not aspixe «t mgiiial oioa* 
ments. 

From these thi^e drfects, it most genemlly 
results, that although they pour out, easily 
enoughi a torrent of words, yet these are Restitute 
of the Hght Jw erudition, the practical utility of 
just and copious though^ or those novel and 
beautiful allusions and embellishments, with 
which the very scenery of the country is so 
highly calculated to inspire than. 

The truth is, my dear S . . . , that this scarci- 
ty of genuine and subUme ^oquence, is not 
confined to the Unit^ Statea: instances of it in 
any civilized country have always been rare 
indeed. Mr. Blair is certainly correct in the 
opinion, that a state of nature is most fiivouraUe 
to the higher eifforts of the imagination, and the 
more unrestrained and noble' raptures of the 
heart. Civilization, wherever it has. gained 
ground, has interwoven with society a habit of 
artificial and elaborate .decorum, which mixes in 
every operation of life, deters the fancy from ev«ry 
bold enterprise, and buries hatum under a load of 
hypocritical ceremonies. A man, therefore, in 
order to be eloquent, has to forget the haHts in 
which he has been educated ; and never will he 

touch his audience so exquisitely as when he 
12 
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gOB«.back to.the primitive simplicity of the patri* 
archal age. 

I have sa^d thiit instances of genuine and 
sublime eloquence have always been rare in 
every civilized country. It is true that Tully 
and Pliny the younger have, ii#their epistles, 
represented Rome, in their respective days, as 
swarming with orators of the first class; yet 
from the specimens which they themselves have 
left us, I am led to entertain a very humble opin- 
ion €i ancient eloquence. 

Demosthenes we know lias pronounced, n^ 
the chief, but the sole merit of an orator to con- 
sist in delivery, or as Lord Venilam translates 
it, in acHoH, and, although t know that the 
W(»ld would proscribe it as a literary heresy, I 
cannot help believing Tully's merit to have been 
principally of that kind. For my own part, I 
oon&ss very frankly, that I have never met with 
any thing of his, which has, according to my 
tiu^, deserved the name of superior eloquence. 
His style, indeed, \& pure, polished, sparkling, 
full and sonorous ; aiid perhaps deserves all the 
encomiums which have been bestowed on it. 
But an oration, certainly, no more deserves the 
title of ai^>erior eloquence, because its style is 
ornamented, than the figure of an Apollo would 
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deserve the epithet of elegant, merely fKim t^e 
superior texture and flow of the drapery. In 
readittg an oration, it is the mind to which I 
look. It is the expai^se and richness of the con- 
ception itself, which I regard, and not the glit- 
tering tinsel wherein it may be attired. Tully's 
orations, examined in this spirit, have, with me, 
sunk far below the grade at which we have 
been taught to fix them. 
- It is true, that at school, I learned, like the 
rest of the world, to lisp, " Cicero the orator :* 
but when I grew up and began to judge for 
myself, I opened his voluises again and looked 
in vain for that sublimity of conception, which 
fills and astonishes the mind ; that dmjfde pathos 
which finds such a sweet welcome in every 
breast ; or that resistless enthusiasm of unaflTeded 
passion, which takes the heart by storm. On 
the contrary, let me confess^ to you that, what 
ever may be the cause, tB me he seemed cold 
and vapid, and uninteresting and tiresome : IM 
only destitute of that compulsive energy of thought 
which we look for in a great man, but even void 
€^ the strong, rich and vtuied colouring of a supe- ' 
rior fancy. His masterpiece of composition, his 
work, De Oratore, is, in my judgment, extremely 
light and unsubstantial; and in truth is little 
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m<»:e than a tissue of rhapsgdies, assailing the 
ear indeed with pleasant sounds, but leaving few 
dear and useful traces cm the saind. Plutarch 
speaks of his 'person as all grace, his voice as 
perfect* music, his hA and gesture as all alive, 
striking, dignified and peculiarly impressive; 
and I incline to the opinion, that to these theat- 
rical advantages^eonnected with the just reliance 
which the Romans had in his patriotism ^nd 
good judgmenti their strong interest in the sub- 
jects discussed by him, and their more intimate 
acquaintance with the idiom of his language, his 
fitme while living, arose ; and that it has been 
since propagated by the school^ on account of the 
classic purity and elegance of his style. 

Many of these remarks are, in my opinion, 
equaHy applicable to Demosthenes. He deserves, 
indeed, the distinction of having more fire and 
less smoke than Tully. But in the majestic 
march of the mind, in the force of thought, and 
sfriendour of im^ery, I think, both the orators 
of Greece and Rome eclipsed by more than one 
person within his majesty's dominions. 

Heavens! how should I be anathematized 
and excommunicated by every pedagogue in 
Great Britain, if these remarks were made public ! 
Spirits of Oar and of Ascham ! have mercy upon 
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me !.Wo betide^^ hand that plucks the wizard / 

beard of hoary error I . From Uspuig infiincy to 

stooping age, tke reproaches, the curses of the 

world shall be upon it ! But to you, my dearest 

S , my friend, my preceptor, la you I 

disclose my (pinions with the same freedom, and 

for the same purpose, that I would expose my 

wounds to a surgeon. To you, it is peculiarly 

proper that I should make my appeal on this 

subject ; for when eloquence is the theme, your 

name is not far off. 

Tell me then, you, who are capable of doing 

it,- what is this divine eloquence. What the 

charm by which the orator binds the senses of 

his audience ; by which he attunes and touches 

and sweeps the hiunan lyre, with the resistless 

sway and master hand of a Timotheus ? Is not 

the whole mystery comjMrehended in one word, 

SYMPATHY ? I mean not merely that tender 

passi(m which quavers the lip and fills the eye 

of the babe when he locks on the sorrows and 

tears of another ; but that still more deUcate and 

subtile quality by which we passively catch the 

very colcwirs, momentum and strength of the 

mind, to whose of)erations we are attending; 

which converts every speaker, to whom we listen, 

into a Procrustes, and eimbles him, for the mo- 
12* 
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ment, to stretch or lop dur /acuities to fit the 
standard of his own miud. 

This is a very curious subject I am some- 
times half inclined to adopt the notion stated by 
our great Bacon in his original and masteiiy 
treatise on the advancement of learning <' Fas- 
cination/' says he, "is the power and act of 
imagination intensive upoti other bbdies than 
the body of the imaginant; wherein the school 
(tf Paracelsus and the disciples of pretended na- 
tural magic have been so intemperate, as that 
they have exalted the power of the imagination 
to.be much one with the power of miracle-work- 
ing faith : others that draw nearer to probability, 
calling to their view the secret passages of things, 
and especially of the contagion that passeth fi-om 
body to body, do conceive it should Ukewise be 
agreeable to nature, that there should be some 
transmissions afid operatimis from spirit t6 
spirity without the mediation of the senses ; 
whence the conceits have grown, now almost 
made civil, of the mastieriiig spirit, and the force 
of confidence, and the like." ' This notion is 
further explained in his Sylva Sylvanim, where- 
in he teDs a story of an Egyptian soothsayer, 
who made Mark Anthony believe that his 
genius, which was otherwise teave and confi- 
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dent, was, in the presence of Octavianns Csssax- 
poor and cowardly ; and th^efore he advised 
hkn to ahmat himself as much as he could, and 
remove far from him. It turned out, however, 
that this soothsayer was suborned by CleopaiOL^ 
who wished Anthony's company in Eg3rpt . 

Yet, if there be not som^hing of this secret 
intercourse from' spirit to spirit, how does it hap- 
pen that one speaker shall gradually invade and 
benumb all the &culties of my soul as if I were 
handling a torpedo ; while another shall^^^sLken 
and arouse me, like the clangour of thee^martial 
trumpet ? How does it happen that the {li^% shall #^ 
infrise his poor &gkit into my sjrstem, le^^a^^> 
my native intellects and bring down my powe|s.< 
exactly to the level of /his own ? or that the last A 
shall descend upon me like an angel of lights 
breathe new energies iato my frame, dilate my * 
soul with his own intell^ence, exalt me into aJj^ ,^ , 
new and nobler r^on of thought, snatch me^ J^ 
from the earth at pleasure, and mp me to the 
seventh heaven ? And, what is still more won- 
derful, how does it hafq[)en that these different 
effects endure so long after the agency of the 
speaker has ceased? Insomuch, that if I flit 
down to any intdlectual exercise, after listening 
to the first speaker, my performance shall be 
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unworthy even of me, &nd the num-fish visiUe 
and tangible in every sentence ; whereas, if I 
enter on the same amusemait, after having 
attended to the last mentioned orator, I shall be 
astonished at the elevation and vigour of my 
own thoughts ; aud if I meet, accidentally, with 
the same production, a month or two afterward, 
when my mind has lost the inspiration, shaE 
i9C£urcely recogniae it for ray own work. 

. Whence is all this ? To me it would seem 
that it must proceed either from the sukile com- 
merce between the spirits of men, which Lord 
Verulam notices, and which enables the speaker 
thereby to, identify his hearer with himself ; or 
else that the mind of man possesses, independ- 
ently of any voUtion on the part of its prc^rie- 
tor, a species of pupillary faculty of dilating and 
contracting itself, in proportion to the pencil of 
the rays of light which the speaker throws upon 
it ; which dilatation or contraction,* as in the case 
of the eye, cannot be immediately and abruptly 
altered. 

Whatever may be the solution, the fiact, I 
think, is certainly as I have stated it And it is 
remarkable that the same effect is produced, 
though perhaps in a less degree, by perusing 
books into which different degrees of spirit and 
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genius have been infused. I am acquainted 
with a gentlemen who never sits^down to a com- 
position, wherein he wishes tQ*.shine, without 
previously reading, with intense apjdication, hatf 
a dozen pages of his favoiirite Bolingbroke. 
Having taken the character and impulse of that 
writer's mind, he declares that he feels his pen to 
flow with a spirit not his own ; and that, if, in 
the course of his work, his powers begin to lan- 
guish, he finds it easy to revive and charge them 
afresh from the^ same never-failing source. . 

If these things be not visionary, it becomes 
important to a man, for a new reason, .what 
books he reads, and what company he keeps, 
since, according to Lord Yerulam's notion, an 
influx of the spirits of others may change the 
native character of his heart and understanding, 
h^foie he is aware of it ; or, according to the 
other suggestion, he may so habitually contract 
the pupil of bis mind, as to be disqualified for the 
comprehension of a great subject, and fit ooly 
for microscopic observations. Whereas by k^p* 
ing the company and reading the wotka of tma 
of magnanimity and genius only, he may le- 
ceive their .qualities by subtile transmission, and 
eventually, get the eye, the ardour and the enter- 
prise of an eagle. 
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But whither am I wandering? Permit me 
to return. Admitting the cctfrectness of the 
principles formerly mentioned, it would seem to 
be a fair cionclusion that whenever an orator 
wishes to know what effect he has wrought on 
his audience, he should-cooUy arid conscientiously 
jprqxmnd to himsdf this question: Have I, 
myself, throughout my oration, felt those clear 
and cogent convictions of judgment, and that 
pure and exalted fire of the soul, with which I 
'Sighed to inspire others ? For, he may rely on >. 
it, that he can no rnore impart (or to use Bacon's ^ 
word, transmit) convictions and sensations which 
he himself has not, at the time, sincerely feltj 
than h^ can convey a clear title to prqperty, in 
' which he himself has no title. ] -^ 

Chis leads me to remark a defect which I 
have noticed more than once in this country. 
Following up too closely the cdd conceit of the 
Roman division of an oration, the speakers set 
aside a particular part of their discourse, usually 
the peroration, in wHich, they take it into their 
heads that they will be pathetic. Accordingly 
wlien they reach this part, whether it be prompt- 
ed* by the feelings or not, a mighty bustle com- 
mences. The speaker pricks up his ears, erects 
his chest, tosses his arms with hysterical vehe* 
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mence^ and says every thing which he supposes 
ought to affect his hearers ; but it is all in vain ; 
for it is obyious that every thing he says is 
prompted by the head; and, however it may 
display his ingenuity and fertility, however it 
may appeal to the admiration of his hearers, it 
will never strike deeper. The hearts of tha 
audience will refuse all commerce except wilb 
the heq^rt of the speaker ; nor, in this commerce 
is it possible, by any disguise, however artfid, to 
impose Mse ware on them. However the speaker 
. may labour to seem to feel, however near he may 
approach to the appearance of the reality, the 
heart nevertheless possesses a keen unerring 
sense,, which never &il8 to detect the imposture. 
It would seem as if the heart of man ^jLamps a 
secret mark on all its effusions, which alon^ can 
give them currency, and which no ingenuity, 
however adroit, can successfully counterfeit. 

I have been not a little diverted, here, in lis- 
tening to some fine orators, who deal almost 
entirely in this pathos of the head. They prac- 
tise the start, the pause — make an immense 
parade of attitudes and gestures, and seem to 
imagine themselves piercing the heart with a 
thousand wounds. The heart all the thne, 
developing every trick that is played to cajde 
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her, and sitting serene and composed, looks on 
and smiles at the ridicukus pageant as il passes. 

Nothing can, in my opinicm, be more ill- 
judged in an orator, than to indulge himself in 
this idle, artificial parade. It is parUciilarly mi- 
fortunate in an exordium. It is as much as to 
say caveat cmditor; and for my own part, the 
moment I see an orator rise with this menacing 
majesty ; assume a look of solemn wisdom ; ' 
stretch forth his right arm, like the rubens dex- 
ter of Jove ; and hear him open his throat in 
deep and tragic tone ; I feel myself involuntarily 
braced, and in an attitude of defence, as if I were 
gdng to take a bout with Mendoza. 

The Virginians boast of an orator of nature, 
whose manner was the reverse of all this ; and 
he is. the duly orator of whom they do boast, 
with much emphasis. I mean the cdebrated 
Patrick Henry, whom I regret that I. came to this 
country too late to see. I cannot, indeed, easily 
forgive him, even in the grave, his personal 
instrumentaUty in separating these fair colonies 
from Great Britain. Yet I dare not withhold 
from the memory pf his talents, the tribute of 
respect to which they are so justly entided. 

I am XxXA that his general appearance and 
manners were those of a plain fiirmer or planter 
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€f the back country ; that, in this character, he 
always entered oa the exordium of an ora- 
tion; disqualifying himself, with looks and 
expressions of humility so lowly and unassum- 
ing, as threw every heart off its guard and 
induced his audiencQ to listeti to him, widi the 
same easy, openness with which they wbuld con- 
verse with an honest neighbour : but, by and by, 
when it was little expected, he Would take a 
flight so high, and blaze with a splendour so 
heavenly, as filled them with a kind of religious 
awe, and gave him the force ami authority of h 
prophet 

You remember this was the manner of Ulys- 
ses ; commencing with the look depressed and 
hesitating voice. Yet I dare say Mr. Henry was 
directed to it, not by the examfde of Uljrsse^ of 
which it is very probable, that, at the commence- 
mient of his career, at least, he was entirely igno* 
rant: but either that it veas the genume, 
UemUing diffidence, without which, if Tully 
may be believed, a great orator never rises ; or 
else that he was prompted to it by his own sound 
judgment and his intimate knowledge of the 
human heart 

I have seen the skdetoos of some of his ora- 
tions. The periods and their members are short, 
13 
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quick> eager, palpitating, and are manifest^ the 
extemporaneous effusions of a mind deeply con* 
vinced, and a heart inflamed with zeal for the 
propagation of those convictions. They aiTord, 
however, a very inadecpiate sample of his talents : 
the stenographer having never attempted to fol- 
low him, when he arose ia die strength and 
awful majesty of his genius. 
. I am not a little surprised to find eloquence of 
this high order so n^ligently cultivated in the 
United States. Considering what a very power- 
ful engine it is in a republic, Mid how peculiarly 
&vourable to its culture the climate of republics 
has be^n always found, I expected to have seen 
in America more votaries to Mercury than even 
to Plutus. Indeed it would be so sure a road both 
to wealth and honours, that if J coVeted either, 
and were an American, I would beiid all my 
powers to its acquirement, and try whether I 
could not succeed as well^ as Demosthenes in 
vanquishing natural imperfections. Ah! my 
dear S . • . . , were you a citizen of this country! 
You, under the influence of whose voice a parlia- 
ment of Great Britain has trembled and shud- 
dered, while her refined and enlightened galleries 
have wepi and fiunted in the excess of feeling ! 
what might you not accomfdidi? But, for the 



itized by Google 



THE BRITISH SPY. 147 

honour of my country, I am much better pleased 
that you are a Briton. 

On the subject of Virginian eloquence, you 
shall hear further from me. In the mean time 
adieu, my S . . . • , my friend, my father. 
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TO THE EDITOR OP THE VIRGINIA ARGUS, 

Sir, 

As the theory of the earth derivee importance 
from its dignity, if not from its utility, and has 
of late years given birth to many ingenious specu- 
lationsp I shall offer no apology for troubling you 
with the following remarks, which were sug- 
gested by an essay, in last Wednesdajr^s Argus, 
entitled "The British Spy." 

Sea shdls and other marine productions, dif- 
fering in no respect from those which now exist 
in their native element, have been found in every 
explored part ot the globe. They are found, too, 
in the highest as well as in the lowest situations : 
on the loftiest mountains of Europe, and the still 
loftier Andes of South America. To go no 
farther fr;om home, our own Alleghany abounds 
with them* How were these substances sepa- 
rated from their parent ocean? Do they still 
remain in their primitive beds? and has the 
water deserted them ? or have they deserted the 
water? These questions, differently answered, 
give rise to different theories. 
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Among these theories, that of the Count de 
Bufibn stand conspicuous. Adorned with all 
the graces of style, and borrowfog a histre from 
his other splendid productions, it has long had 
its full share of admirers. After exhiUting new 
proofe of a former submersion, in which he dis- 
covers great ingenuity,, and is certainly ei^tled 
to great praise, he proceeds to account for the 
earth in its present form, by a natural operation 
of the ocean which covered it This hypothecs, 
whieh the Britidb Spy has partially adopted, is 
liable to many objections, which, to me at least, 
ar€ insuperable. I will briefly notice some of the 
most obvious. 

Although alluvion may account for smaH 
accessions of soil neariy on a level with the 
ocean, it cannot explain the formatkm of moun- 
tains. It is contrary to all the known laws ol 
nature to suppose that a fluid could lift, so &r 
above its own level, bodies many times heavier 
than itself. 

Again, if the ocean, as Btiffon maintains, have 
a' tendency to wear away all points and emi- 
nences over which it passes, it woold exert this 
tendency on the moimtains itself had formed ; or 
rather, it would prevent their formation. It m 

surely inconsistent to suppose the ocean would 
13* 
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proAice mountains, and at the name time wear 
away those that ab-eady existed. Indeed, the 
author hinndf se^ooed to be aware of the invinci* 
fate otjections to this part of his theory, and en* 
deayoura to evade their l(»rce by sinking apart 
ci the earth, in the cavity oocaekmei by wluch, 
the superfluous wat^s find a sufficient receptacle ; 
thus abandoniog the agency of aBuvion, and 
adcqpting a new And totally different hypothesis. 
But while marine substances are found fiur 
above their .prqper ^ment, vegetabte bodies are 
often found far behw the seat of their production. 
In Europe they x>ften meet^vrith wood, at great 
depths of the earth, in a state ot perfect pre- 
servation ; ahd. in ainkii^ wells, in this country, 
trunks oi trees frequently obstruct the progress 
of the work. A Mr. Peters, of Harmon county, 
not long fionce, met with pieces ci pine, twenty 
feet below the surface, on a hill of considerable 
elevation, and at a distance from any water- 
course. In this town, leaves, believed to be those 
of tte bazk, were found mingled w.ith marine 
productions* These vegetable matters must 
have been once exposed to air, heat and light, 
to have attained the stsite in which they were 
found; and the same exposure would have 
afierwaids caused their decay, unless their inter- 
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ment had heem sudden and complete. Bones, 
shells and other extraneouei substances, are often 
found bedded in marble and other hard bodies ; 
ar^d I myself have seen a specimen of tbosQ 
human bones, which ia the fortifications of Gi^ 
braltar are ofieq found incorporated with the bcUA 
rock. What less than some great throe of 
nature, or sonie mighty agent^ now dormant and 
unknown, could have produced the general 6ote« 
lever semerU which these appearances indicate? 

But the hypothetical reasoning of M<msieur de 
Buffon is founded on a fact no less hypothetical. 
The arguments in favour of a general current 
to the west, are, I confess, very cogent, "and 
would be convincing but for the following 
difficulties : 

1. If the operation of the sun and moon, in 
producing alternate elevations and depression? 
of the ocean, produce ajbo a current, the force of 
this current will be, in proportion to the mass of 
water thus raised and depressed. Now, contrary 
to the assertion of Buffon, the tides are highest iQ 
high latitudes, and gradually diminish towards 
the equator, where t believe they hardly exceed 
a foot. By the observations of Captain Cook, 
the same difference exists in the Pacific ocean 
as was long known in the Atlantic If then 
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there be a general current to the west, it should 
be strongest in high latitudes and weakest under 
the line. But the contrary is the fact. No 
genei^al current to the west is found without the 
tropics; and that which prevails irregidarly 
between them is usually and ratkmally ascribed 
to the trade winds. 

2. If this supposed current existed, its eiSfect 
would be readily perceived by our navigators in 
the difference of their passages to and from Eu- 
rope ; but, the pne before referred to excepted, 
tbey meet with nothing of the kind. A current, 
at the rate of one mile an hour, would make a 
difference of near two thousand miles betweoi 
an ordinary voyage to and fromlEurope. 

3. By actual observations, detailed in the 
second volume of the Philosophical Transactions, 
the prevailing currents about some islands in the 
Atlantic ocean are to the east. At O^hyhee, 
which lies within the tropics, and nearly in the 
middle of the Pacific ocean, Captain Cook ob- 
served the current to set, vdthout any regularity, 
sometimes to the west and sometimes to the east 

4. But one argument may be deemed conclu- 
dve. The air is a fluid at least as sensible to 
the gravitating power of the planet as the ocean, 
andiike that/ must also have its tides^ If, oa 
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the one band, the tides of the sor are mote lialfo 
to be disturbed by its compressibility, by partial 
rarefaction or condensation, its obstacles, on die 
other hand, to a free motion xacaid the earth, 
are comparatively inconsiderable. Its coarse is 
somewhat impeded, but never arrested. If then 
such a general law existed, as is contended Ibr^ 
there would be, either a steady east wind, or 
greater flow of air from tbat quarter than from 
the west, in every climate of the globe. But 
this is the case on|y between the tropics ; and 
the prevalence of the east wind, in that region, 
has been almost miiversally ascribed to rarefac- 
tion by heat, since no other solution can account 
for the sea and land bree2%s, monsoons, and 
other {^enomena of those climates. 

From these conaideratkois I am disqposed to 
think, thaX there is no miiform current to the 
west ; or that it is too inconsiderable to have any 
effect on the figure of the earth. Adnoittiiig the 
existence of a general current, it may be merely 
superficial. Currents, whose force graduaUy 
diminishes from the surfioice downwards, are 
known to exist; and the practice of seamen, 
when they wish " td try the current," is evidently 
founded on the belief tbat they do not extend to 
great dq)ths. The accession of water by the 
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tides is too small to require a general movement 
of the ocean to its bottom. 

In weighing the probability of a general cm> 
itnt to the west, I have confeed myself to the 
operation df the tides ; as the mere motion of 
the eaith, either in its orbit, or on its axis, can 
hare no possiUe eflfbct this way. This motion 
is communicated to every part of the earth, 
whether solid or fluid ; and while it continues 
equable, they are both afiected alike, and their 
relative situations remain the same. So well 
established a principle must have been contested 
by the British Spy through mere inadvertence. 

If, after all that has been said, arguments, in 
&vour.of a current from the surface to the bot- 
tom, be deemed conclusive, it is worth while to 
inquire into its probable effects. 

The British Spy supposes that this general 
current enlarges both the eastern and western 
coasts of continents; in which hypothesis, he 
differs less from Buffon than that elegant but 
fanciful theorist differs from himsdf. For, in his 
tieory on the formation of the planets, he ad- 
vances that the ocean is continually wearing away 
(he^'eastan coasts, and by a process, which he 
does not even hint at, enlarging the western j 
and that Asia is an older countrv than Europe. 
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But in a subsequent work, bis Epocbs, be main* 
tains tbe direct reverse^ and mentions thetibrupt- 
ness of the western, and the greater number of 
islands of tbe eai4»rn coasts, as evidences theA 
tbe former have been abraded by the oc«an. 

But I find neither reasoning not fact tB war- 
rant either of these conclusions. It has been 
observed that a shore forms a convex outline 
where it gains on the ocean, and a concave 
where it loses. On inspopting the map of the 
world, we perceive nothing which by this stand- 
ard indkates a greater increase on one continent 
than on the other, or even any increase at all. 
We see no vast prominence of coast tmder the 
line ; but on taking both shores of the ocean, in 
both hemispheres, into comparison, we find that 
the conveidties on the western side are balanced 
by equal convexities on the eastern. Besides it 
is clear that in proportion as the contents of the 
ocean are cast on the land, in the same, degree 
it becomes deeper, and its shores more steep-and 
abrupt. This is as true of the ocean as it is of 
a ditch. By this increasing decUvity of grow- 
ing shores, the additional gravity to be overcome 
will, in time, check the alluvion of any current, 
however strong. An opposite equalizing tend- 
ency occurs, where the boast is worn away by 
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the ocean. Successive fragments of rocks and 
predpices, by sloping the shore, gradually abate 
the impttus of the waters, until the coast attains 
that due inclination by whieh the gravity to be 
overcome exactly counterbalances the projectOe 
force of the ocean. Without doubt, small varia- 
ti<ms continually take place in the outline of all 
coasts ; but the equffibrium for which I contend, 
is founded on correct principles; and every coast, 
whether eastern or western, approaches to that 
form, if it have not already attained it, when 
what it loses by the ocean wiU be precisely 
equal to what it gains. 

' It should be remarked that Buflfon, in his last 
addition to bis Theorie, conscious of the insuffi- 
ciency of alluvion in the formation of continents, 
supposes that the cavities, with which the earth 
abounds, are continually &lling in, and from the 
consequent retreat of the ocean, that continents 
are continually approximating. This conjecture 
certainly renders his theory more consistent ; but 
it substitutes a cause for the immersion of the 
earth totally different from his first hypothesis of 
alluvion : and it has been that alone which I 
have considered. This last suppositjion is merely 
gratuitoc»; as jieither observation nor history 
ftfford us any proofii of the* existence pf these 
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immense cavams, or of any general retreat of 
the ocean. 

For the reasons which I have given, and for 
many mere, the theory of this celebrated natur- 
alist hasiong been deemed both improbable and 
inadequate, alid is now confined to the merit, 
(no small merit by the by,) of having collected 
valuable materials, and detected the Macies of 
Burnet, Woodward and other dreamers on the 
subject It has ftcc(^dingly given place to new 
theories, more consistent at least, if not more 
satisfactory. 

Volcanoes, aiid intense heat in the centre of ■ 
the earth, the recrements of animals and vegeta- 
bles, have been employed, as separate or joint 
agents, by the speculators on this curious sub- 
ject Dr. Button, by far the most celebrated of 
these, supposes th^e exuviae of shell fish to have 
coitetituted the basis of the earth ; and that it 
has assumed its present form and appearance 
by the Aision produced by the earth's internal 
heat. He supports this opinion by a train of 
elaborate reasoning, and a chemical examination 
of the bodies which compose the outer crust of 
the earth. I regret that I am acquainted with 

the work only at second hand. But I believe 

« 

14 
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that eveii this theory, ingenious and scientific 
as it is, ^ves little more general satisfaction 
than those which preceded it. It is, in com- 
mon with the other late hypothesis, opposed 
by the fine reasoning of Buffon, in favour of the 
immediate action of water in producing the cor- 
res^ndent angles of mountains, their waving 
outline, parallel strata, &c., as well as by many 
of the facts I have glanced at ; and it is, more* 
overj said to be (contradicted by some chemical 
experiments, at once pertinent and dear. 

On the whole, then, I fear we have not yet 
arrived at that certainty which will satisfy the 
inquirer who is ndther enamoured with the fan* 
cies of his own brain, nor seduced by the elo- 
quence of others; and thereforei to use the 
words ot an elegant writer of our own country, 
who discovers the same acuteness, the same phi* 
bsophic caution on this as on other occasions, 
'' we must be contented to acknowledge that this 
great phenomenon is, yet, unsdved. Ignorance 
/ is preferable to error; and he is less remote fi^om 
the truth who believes nothing, than he who 
believes what is wrong." 

Before we can obtain a sober cmivietion oh the 
subject, or even properly compare the proba^ 



itized by Google 



THE BRITISH SPY. - 159 

bilitjr of the respective theories, many questions 
now contested must be settled; new facts 
must be discovered ; new' powers of natord 



^ How fer does the power of aqueous solution, 
and of crystallization extend ? Does the eardi 
borrow all its heat from the sun? or has it a pe- 
rennial source in its own bowdb? are there 
general currents in the ocean? if so^ what are 
their courses, periods and strength ? It is clear 
that every rain that falls, every wind that blows, 
transports some portion of the earth we inhabit 
to the ocean. Is there any secret and magical 
process in nature, as some have sui^x)6ed, by 
which, this perpetual waste is perpetually re- 
paired ? and do mountains receive accessions by 
rain, by attraction, or any other mode equal to 
what they evidently lose ? Again, water is con- 
verted into vegetables, vegetables into animals, 
and both of these again into earth. Is this same 
earth reconverted into water, and by one unva- 
ried round of mutation, ea^h preserv^ in its 
present proportion to all et^nity ? 

Science, with an ardour of inquiry never be- 
fore known, and a daily increase of materials, 
advances with hasty steps to answer these pre- 



itized by Google 



160 THE BRITISH SPT. 

Uminary quesdobs; but till they are sdved I 
incline to think that every theory is premature 
and shall, therefore, remain satisfied with the 
safe, but humble character of 

AN INdDIRER. 
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LETTER IV. 

Bickmond, September 23.- 

I HAVE just returned, my dear S , 

from an interesting morning's ride. My object 
was to visit the site of the Indian town, Pow- 
hatan; which you will ' remember was the 
metropolis of the dominions of Pocahuntas's 
father, and, very probably, the birth-place of 
that celebrated princess. 

The town was built on the river, about two 
miles below the ground now occupied by Rich* 
mond; that is, about two miles below the head 
of tide water. The land whereon it stood is, at 
present, part of a beautiful and valuable farm 
belonging to a gentleman by the name of Wil- 
liam Mayo. 

Aware of the slight manner in which the 
Indians have always constructed their habita- 
tioi^s,^ I was not at all disappointed in finding 
no vestige of the old town. But as I traversed 
the ground over which Pocahuntas had so often 

bounded and fi-olicked in the sprightly morning 
14* 
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of her youth, I could not help recalling the 
prindpal features 6f her history, and heaving a 
sigh of mingled pity and veneration to her 
memory. 

Good Qsaven! What an eventful life was 
hers! To speak of nothing else, the arrival of 
t];^ English in her father's dominions must 
have' appeared (as indeed it turned out to be) a 
most portentous phenomenon.^ It is not easy 
for us t^ conceive the <unazement and constema^ 
tiou which must have filled her mind and that 
of her nation at the first appearance of our 
countrymen. , Their gieat ship, with' all her 
sails spread, advancing in solemn majesty to the 
shore; their complexion; theii' dress; their lan- 
guage ; their domestic animals ; their cargo of 
new and glittering wealth ; and then the thun* 
der and irresistible force of their artillery ; the 
distant country announced by tliem, far beyond 
the great water, of which the oldest Indian had 
never heai*d, or thought, or dreamed — all this 
was so now, so wonderful, so tremendous, that I 
do serioui^ly suppose, the personal descent of an 
arMiy of Milton's celestial angels, robed in light, 
sporting in the bright beams of th^ sun and 
redoubling their splendour, making divine har- 
mony with .their golden harps, or pl$ying with 
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the bolt and chasing the rapid lightning of 
heaven, would excite not more astonishment in 
' Great Britain than did the debarkation of the 
English an^ong the aborigines of Virginia. 

Poor Indians! Where are they now ? Indeed, 
my dear S , this is a truly afflicting con- 
sideration. The people here may say wbal 
they. please; but, on the principles of eternal « 
truth and justice, they have no right to this 
country. They say that they have bought it — 
bought it! Yes; — of whom? Of the poor 
trembling natives who knew that refusal would 
be vain ; and who strove to make a merit of ne- 
cessity by seeming to. yield with grace, what 
tliey knew that they had not the power to retain. 
Such a bargain might appease the conscience of 
a gentleman of the green bag, ''worn and 
hackneyed" in the arts and frauds of his profes- 
sion ; but in heaven's chancery, my S , there 

can be little doubt that it has been long since 
set aside on the gi'ound of duress. 

Poor wretches ! No wonder that they are so 
implacably vindictive against the white people ; 
no wonder that the rage of resentment is handed 
down from generation to generation ; no wonder 
tliat Uiey refuse to associate and mix perma- 
Bently with their unjust and cruel invaders and 
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eztermiiiators \ no wonder thai in th^ unabaltilg 
spite and freazy of conscious iotpotonce, they 
wage an Mernal.war, 6s well as they are able ; 
that they triumph in the^ rare opportunity of 
revenge ; that they-dance, sing and rejoice, as 
the victim shrieks and feints amid the ^mes, 
when they imagine all the crimes of their 
opprecfsors collected on his head) and fancy the 
spirits of their injured fore&thers hovering over 
the scene^ smiling with ferocious delight at the 
grateful spectacle, and feasting on the precious 
odour as it arises from the burning blood of the 
white man. 

Yet the people, here, afiect to wonder that the 
Indians are so very unsusceptible of civilization ; 
or, in other words, that they so obstinately refuse 
to adopt the manners of the white men. Go^ 
Yirgioians; erase, from the. Indian nation, the 
tradition erf their wrongs ; make them forget, if 
you can, that <Hice this charouuj^ country was 
Uieirs ; that over these fields and throu^ these 
forests their beloved forefathers, once, in cardess 
gaiety, pursued their sports and hunted their 
game; that every returning day found them 
the sole, the peaceful, the happy proprietors of 
this extensive and beautiful domain. Make 
them forget, too^ if you can, that in the midst 
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of all this innocence, simplicity and bliss — the 
white man came; aad lot— the animated chase^ 
the feast, the dance, the song of fi»rless, thought- 
less joy were over ; that ever since, they have 
been made to drink of the bitter cup of humilia- 
tion; treated like dogs; their lives, their Uberties, 
the sport of the white men ; their country and 
the graves of their fathers torn from them? in 
cruel siiccession : until, driven from river to river, 
from forest to forest, and through a period of two 
hundred years, rolled back, nation upon nation, 
they find themselves fugitives, vagrants and stran* 
gers in their own country, and look forward to 
the certain period when their descendants will 
be totally extinguished by wars, driven at the 
point of the bayonet into the western oc6an, or 
reduced to a fate still more deplorable and horrid, 
the condition of slaves. Go, administer the cup 
of oblivion to recdlections and anticipations 
like these, and then you will cease to complain 
that the Indian refuses to be civilized. But 
until then, surely it is nothing wonderful that a 
nation even yet bleeding afresh, from the me- 
mory of ancient wrongs, perpetuaUy agonized 
by new outrages, and goaded into desperatioa 
and madness at the prospect of the certain ruin 
which awaits their descendants, should hate the 
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auth(Hrs of their, nnseries, of their desolation, their 
destruction; sheold hdte their manners^ hate 
their cdour, iheir language, their name, and 
everything that belongs to them. No : never, 
until time shall wear out the history of their dor* 
rows and thdb* sufferings, wiQ the Indian be 
brought to love the white man, and to imitate 
his maimers. 

Great God ! To reflect, my S . . , , that 

the authors of all these wrongs w^e our own 
«oimtrynien, our forefathers, prof<^sors of the 
meek and benevolent' re%ion of Jesus ! Oh ! it 
was impious; it was unmanly; poor and pitiful ! 
Gracious heaven ! what had these poor people 
done^ The simple inhabitants of these peaceful 
plains, what wrong, what injury had they offered 
to the English? My sod melts with pity imd 
diame. 

As for the present inhabitants, it must be 
granted that they are comparatively innocent ; 
unless indeed they also have encroached under' 
the guise of treaties, which they themselves have 
pre^rtiously contrived to render expedient or ne- 
eessary to the Indians. 

Whether thia has been the case or not, I am 
loo much $1 stranger to the'^interior transactions 
if thief country to decide. But it seems to me 
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that were I a president of th« United States, I 
would glory in going to the Indians, throwing 
myself on my knees before them, and sa3dng to 
them, ^'Indians, friends, brothers, O ! forgive my ' 
countrymen! Deeply have our forefathers 
wronged you; and they have fonced us to conr 
tinue the wrong. Reflect, brothers; it was not 
our fault that we were bom in your country ; 
but now we have no other home ; we have no 
where eke to rest our feet. Will you not, then, 
fiermit us to remain ? Can you not forgive even 
. us, innocent as w« are ? if you can, O ! come 
to our bosoms ; be, indeed, our brothers ; and 
since there is room enough for us all, give us a 
home in your land, and let us be children of die 
same affectionate fomfly." I believe that a mag- 
nanimity of sentiment like tins, followed up by 
a correspondent greatness of conduct on the part 
of the people of the United States, would go fur- 
ther to bury the tomahawk and produce a frater- 
nization with the Indians, thanall the presents, 
treaties and nussionaries that can be employed; 
dashed and defeated as these latter means always 
are, by a claim of rights on the part of the white 
people which the Indians know to be fabe and 
baseless. Let me not be UAd that the Indians 
are too dark and fierce to be affected 1^ generous 
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and aoUe tentimenta I will not lielieve it 
Magnanimity 6an nevtr be lost on a nation 
which has plrodoced Q.n Alknomok, a Logan, 
and a PocahuittaB. 

The repetition of the name of this amiable 
princeds bongs me back to the point from 
which I digressed. I wonder that the Virginians, 
fond as they are of anniversaries, have instituted 
119 festivsd or order in honour of her memory. 
For my own part, I have IHtle doubt, from the 
histories which we have of the first attempts at 
cdonizing their country, that Pocahuntas de- 
serves to be consdered as the patron deity of the 
enterprise. When it is remembered how long 
the colony struggled to get a footing ; bow often" 
sickness or famine, neglect at home,'^iisman- 
ftgement here, and the hostilities of theiiatives^ 
brought it to the brink of ruin ; througfi what a 
Cedious lapse of time, it alternately ^anguished 
and revived, sunk and rose, sometimes hanging 
like Addison's lamp, <' quivering at a point," then 
suddenly shooting up into a sickly and short: 
lived flame ; in one word, when we recdlect how 
near and how often it verged towards total ex- 
tinction, maugre the patronage of Pocahuntas ; 
there is the strongest reason to believe that, but 
fixr her patronage, the anniversary caniion of the 
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Fourth i<if Jufy W0ald liefer have resounded 
throughout the United £late8. ' 

Is k not probable, that Ais sensible and ami»*. 
Ue woman, perceiving the ' superiority of the 
Europeans, foreseeing the probabiUty of the sub* 
jugatioa of her countrymen, and anxious as well 
to Bo&bn their destiny, as to save the needless 
effusion of human blood, desired, by her marriage 
with Mr. Rolfe, to hast^a the abolition of all 
distinction between Indians and white men ; 
to bind their interests and affections by the near- 
est and most endearing ties, and to make them 
r^ard themlseltes as oae peofde, the children 
of the same great femily ? If such were her 
"wise and benevdent views, and I have no doubt 
but they were, how poorly were they backed by 
the British court? No wonder at the resent- 
ment and indignation with which she saw them 
neglected ; no wonder at the bitterness of the 
disappointment and vexation which she ex- 
pressed to captain Smith, in London, arising as 
weU fj^om the cold reception which she herself 
had met, as from the contemptuous and insult- 
ing point of view in which she found that l^r 
nation was regarded. 

Unfortunate princess ! She deserved a hap- 
pier fete ! But I am consoled by these reflec- 
■ 15 
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tions; first, that she sees her descendants among 
the most respectable famiUes in Virginia ; and 
that they are not only superior to the false shame 
of disavowing her as their ancestor; but that 
they pride themselves, and with reason too, on 
the honour of their descent ; secondly, that she 
hersetf has gone to- a country, where she finds 
her noUe wishes reaUzed ; where the distinction 
of colour is no more ; but where, indeed, it is 
perfectly immaterial '' what complexion an In^ 
dian or an African sun may have burned'' on 
tibe {rilgrinu 

A<fieu, my dear S % . . . This train of thought 
has destroyed the tone of my spirits; when I 
recover- them you shall hear further -fipom m^ 
Om^ more, adieu^ 
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Letter v.* 

Richmond^ September 9SL 
This town, my dear S^ , is th^ resi- 
dence of several conspicuous characters*; some 
of whose names lire have heard on the other 
6ide of the Atlantic. Yoii shall be better ac- 
quainted with them before we 'finish this corres- 
pondence. For the present permit me (o 
introduce to your acquaintance, the ..... of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, and the .... of the 
United States. 

These gentlemen are eminent political oppo- 
nents ; the fifst belotiging to the republican, the 
latter leading the van of the federal, party. 
Such is the interest which they both have in 
the confidence and affections of their respective 
parties, that it would be difficult, if not impos- 

* The donee of Ihe manuscript begs that h^ may not be 
considered as responsible fbr the accuracy 'with which cer- 
tain characters are delineated in this letter. He selects it 
purely for the advantage which, he supposes, youthful read- 
ers may derive from the writer's reflections on the eharaeten 
attempted to be dm wn by him. 
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able, for any Yirg^nian to deUneate either of 
their characters justly. Friendship or hostility 
would be almo8t sure to overcharge the picture. 
But for me, I have so little connexbn with this 
country, or her concerns, ekher at present or m 
pKMipect, that I believe I can look on her most 
exalted characters without envy or prejudice of 
any Iqad ; and draw them with the same.cool 
and philosophic impartiality, as if I were a so- 
journer from another planet If I fiiil in the 
deUneation, the fault must be in the hand or in 
the hekd| in the pencil or the judgment : and 
not in any prepossession near my heart 

I choose to bring those two characters before 
you, U^ether ; because they exhibit, with great 
iFivacity, an intellectual phenomenan, which I 
have noticed more than once before ; and in the 
solution of which I should be pleased to see your 
pen employed : I mean the very different cele- 
rity in the movement of two sound minds, which 
on all subjects, wherein there is no mixture <^ 
party zeal, vnll ultimately come to t^e same just 
eendusion. What a pity it is, that Mr. Locke, 
while he was dissecting the human understand- 
ing, with such skill and felicity, did not advert 
to this characteristic variance in the minds of 
men. It would have been in his power, by de* 
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vdoping its causes either to pdht to tte remedy 
if it exist at all, or to relieve th^ man of slow 
mind, from the labour of fruitless experiments, 
by showing the total impracticability of his curd. 
&it, to our gentlemen ; and in order that you 
may know them the more intimately, I will en- 
deavour to prefix to each character a portrait of 
the.persoUi 

The * of this eommotiwealth is th6 

isame . . . . * . who was, not many years ago, the 
• i. . ^ . . . . at Paris. His present office is suffir 
cient evidence of the estimation in which he id 
held by his native state. In his stature, he is 
about the middle height of men, mther firndy 
set, with nothing further remarkable in his penc^ 
son, except bis muscular compactness and appa-* 
rent ability to endure labour. His countenance^ 
when gr&ve, has rather the expression of stern- 
ness and Irascibility ; a smile however, (and a 
smile is Hot mmsual with him in a social circle,) 
lights it up to very high advantage, and givas it 
a most impressive and engaguig air of suavity 
and benevolence^ Judging merely from hk 
countenance, he is between the ag^of forty-five 
and fifty years. His dress and personal appear- 
ance are those of a plain and modest gentlemaui 

He is a man oi soft, pdto and even assiduoui 
16* 
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%tXeBti9Tm ; but thcBe, aUhough they are always 
wdl-timed, judidous, and eyideiUly the odspring 
of an obl^ing and ptubuithropic temper, are 
never performed with the striking and captiva- 
ting graces of a Mariborough or a Bdiingbroke. 
To be plain, there is often in his manner an in- 
^ificial and even an awkward simplicity, which 
while it provokes the smile of a more polished 
person, forces him to the opiikioa that Mr. .<...« 
is a man of a most sincere and artleip soul. 

Nature has given him a mind neither rapid 
tKX rich ; and th^efore, he cannot shine on a 
subject which is entirely new to him. But to 
compensate Mm for this, he is endued with a 
spirit of generous and restless emulation, a judg- 
ment soUd, strong and clear, and a habit of ap{di- 
cation, . which no difficulties caur -shake; no 
labours can tire. 

With these aids simply, he has qualified himself 
for the first honours of this country ; and presehts 
a most happy illustration of the truth of the max- 
im, Quisque, sucb fortune^ faker. For his emu- 
lation has urged him to perpetual and unremitting 
inquiry ; his patient and unwearied industry has 
concentrated before him all the lights whkh 
others have thrown <m tiie subjects of his con- 
sideration, together with all those whu^h Ms own 
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mmd, by repeated efiiuts, is enabled lo stiifee; 
while his sober, steady and faithful judgment 
has saved him from the common error of morQ 
quick and bdlUant geniuses; the too hasty 
adoption of specious, but &lse contusions. 

These qualities render him a safe and an able 
counsellor. And by their constant exertion, he 
has amassed a siote of knowledge, which, hav- 
ing passed seven times through the cruciUe, is 
almost as highly corrected as human knowledge 
can be; and which certainly may be much 
more safely reUed on than the .spontaneous and 
luxuriant growth of a more fertile, but less chas- 
tened mind — ^^ a wild, where weeds and flowers 
promiscuous shoot." 

Having engaged very early, first in the life of 
a soldier, then of a statesman, then da, laborious 
practitioner of the law, and finally, again of a 
politician, his intellectual qperations have been 
almost entirely confined to juridical and political 
topics. Indeed, it is ^isy to perceive, that the 
mind of a man, engaged in so active a life 
must possess more native suppleness, v^rsa- 

tiUty and vigour, than that of Mr , 

to be able to make an advantageous tour of the 
sciences in the rare interval of inaportunate duties. 
It is possible thattbe early habit of contemplating 
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subjects as expanded as the earth itself, with all 
the relative iateresls of the great nations thereof, 
may have inspired him with an indifference, 
perhaps an inaptitude, for mere points of lit«»- 
ture. Algernon Sidney has said that he deems 
an studies unworthy the serious r^rd of a man, 
except the study of the principles of just govern- 
ment ; ahd Mr< < < « . , perhaps, concurs with 
our countryman ia this as well as in his other 
prindples* Whatever may have been the occa-* 
sion, bis acquaintance with the fine arts is cer-^ 
tainly very Umited and superficial ; but, making 
allowances for his bias towards republicanism, he 
is a profound jmd even an eloquent statesmen. 

Knowing him to. be attached to that poUtical 
party, wbo, by their opponents, are called some- 
times democrats) sometimes jacobins ; and aware 
also, that he wa? a man of warm and even ar* 
dent temper^ I dreaded much^ when I first 
entered his company, that I should have been 
shocked and disgusted with the narrow, virulent 
and rancorous invectives of party animosity.* 
How agreeably, how delightfidly, was I dkap> 
pointed ! Not one septiment of intolerance pol* 

luted his lips* On the contrary, whether they 

■■ . ■ _ 

♦ The cloven foot of the Briton is visible; or, else, why from 
Ihe premiMt Mfold he have apMtad rack a «)QMqvMM«1 
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be the offipriog cf rfttional inductioii, of the 
habit of surveying men and- tliingB -on a great 
scale, of native magnaninutyv or of a combina- 
tion of all those causes^ hb principles^ as far as 
they were exhibited to me, were forbearing, lib- 
eral, widely extended and great. 

As the elevated ground, which he already 
hcdds, has been gained merely by the dint of 
application ; as every new step winch he mounts 
becomes a mean of increasing his powers still 
further, by opening a wider horizon to his view, 
and thus stimulating his enterprise afresh, rein- 
vigorating his habits, ,multiid3dng the materials 
and extending the range of his knowledge ; it 
would be matter of - no surprise to me, if, before 
his death, the world should see him at the head 
of the American administration. So much for 

the « . of the commonwealth of Virginia ; 

a living, an honourable, an illustrious monument 
of self-created eminence, worth and greatness ! 1 

Let us now change the scene and lead forward 
a very different character indeed : a truant, but 
a highly favoured pupil of nature. It would 
seem as if this capricious goddess had finished 
the two characters, purely with the view of ex- 
hiUting a vivM contrast TUta is this contrast 
confijied to their minds. 
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The . i . i .^ . . .^ ^ . of the United States 
k, m his person^ tall^ meager, emai^iated; his 
muscles relaxed, and his joints so loosely con^ 
nected, as not only to disqualify him, apparei^y, 
for any vigorous exertion of body, fcait to destroy 
every thing like el^atice and harmony in his . 
air and mov6it)^nts. Indeed, in his whole ap- 
pearance, and demeanour; dress, attitudes, gest- 
ure ; silting, standing or vtralking ; he is as f]^' 
removed from the idolized grac^ of lord Chesh 
terfield, as any oth$r gentleman on earth. To 
continue the portrait: his head aoid £su:e are small 
in proportion to hid hdght; his complexion 
swarthy ; the milscles of his face, being relaxed^ 
give him the appearance of a inan of' fifty years 
of age, rm can hp be much yoonger ; his counte* 
nance has a faithful expression of great gidod 
humouc aXid bfliuity ; while his Uack eyes — that 
unerring index — ^possess an irradiating spirit, 
which proclaims the imperial powers of the mind 
that sits enthroned witMn^ ' 

'This extraordinary man, without the aid" 
Of faxicf^ without the advantages of person, 
voice, attitude, geisture, or any of the ornaments 
of an orator, deserves to be considered as one of 
the most eloquent men in the world ; if eloquence 
may be said to consist in the power oi seizmg 
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the attention with irresistible force, and never 
permitting it to elude the grasp, until the hearer 
has received the connction which ih» speaker 
intends. 

As to his person, it has already been described. 
His voices is dry, and hard ; his attitude, in his 
most effective orations, was often extremdy awk- 
ward ; as it was pot ypusuaj for him to stand 
witti bis left foot in advance, while all his gest- 
ure proceeded from his ri^t arm, and consisted 
merely in a vehement, perpendicular swipg of it, 
from about the elevation of bis -head, to the bar, 
)>ehind which he was accustomed to stand. 

As to fwcy^ if s);mi hold a.seiti ia his mind 
H s3i, which I very much doubt, lus gigantie 
genius tramfto with disdain, on all h^ flower- 
decked fdats and Uooming parterres. How 
then, you will ask^ with a look <^ mcredubus 
porioeity, bow is it possiUe that such a man can 
hold the att^n^oia of an audience enchained, 
through a speech ct even ordinary length ? | 
will tell you. 

He possesses one origioal^ and, aimoBli sup^ * 
oatjoral fecutty ; the faculty of developing a 
subject by a edngle glance of his mind^ and 
detecting at once, the^ very pcnnl on which 
^yery conticoversy depo^ JHo matter whal 
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tlie question: though teil times more knotty 
thftn ^' the gimiied oak," the lightning of heaven 
is not rikore rapid nor more resistless, than fais 
astonishing penetration. Nor doesjthe exercise 
of it seem to cost him an eflSnt. On the con- 
trary, it is as easy as vision. I am persuaded 
that his eyes 'do not fly over a landscape and 
take in its various objects with more promptitude 
and fiicility, than his mind embraces and ana- 
lyzes the most complex subject. 

Possessing while at the bar this intellectual 
elevation, which enabled him to look down and 
comprehend the whole ground at onpe, he deter- 
mined immediately and without difficulty, on 
which side the question might foe most advan- 
tageoudy approached and assailed. In a bad 
«aUse his art ccmsisted in laying his premises so 
remotely frmn the point ditectly in debate, or 
else in terms so general and so specious, that the 
hearer, seeing no' consequence which could be 
drawn from them, was just as willing to admit 
them as not; but his pi^emises once admitted, 
the demonstration, however distant, followed as 
certainly, as cogently, as ineWtaWy, as any 
demonstration in Eudid. 

All his eloqi^nce connsts in the apparently 
imp tttfcimvictian, and emphatic earnestness 
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^ hb Qaanner ; the correqpoiident slii^pIieUy and 
energy of his style; the close and logical oqQ' 
nexion of his llioughts ; and the easy gradtttjougi 
by whioh he opens his lights on li^^atXentiva 
utinds of his -healers. 

The siudiencie aj^ oevier permitted to pauae 
for a moment There is no stopping to weare 
garlands o[ flowers, to hang in ^toons, aroand 
a favourite arguipaent On. the contrajry^ every 
sentence is progressive; every idea sheda new 
light on the subjeei ; the listener is kept perpe- 
tually in Uiat sweetly pleasurable vibration^ with 
which ibe mind: of mai^ always receives new 
Iruths; die dawn advances in easy but unremit-. 
ting peace ; the subject opens gradually on tim 
. view ; until, rising in h^h r^ej^ in all jte native 
colours and proportions^ the argument is con- 
i^ommated, by the- conviction of the delighted 
hearen 

The success of ihis g^itleman has r^adered k 
doubtful with aeversd literary oharaiiiters in thw 
country, whether a high fency be of real use or 
Advantage to any one but a poet. They oontend, 
that althou^ the most beautiful fli^its of tb# 
hai^Hest fancy, interspersed through an argu* 
m^at, may give an audience the momentary 
delightful swdd of admiradon, the transient thisyi 
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of divinest rapture ; yet, that thej produce no 
lasting eflect in forwarding the purpose of tlie 
speaker : .on the contrary, that ihey break tlie 
unity and disperse the force of an argument, 
which otherwise, advahciog in close array, like 
the phalanx of Sparta, would carry every thing 
before it. They give an instance in the cele- 
brated Curran ; and pretend that his fine fancy, 
• aMiough it fires, dissolves and even transpcnts his 
audience to a momentary frenzy, is a real and a 
fedal misfortune to his clients ; as* it calls off the 
attention of the jurors from the intrinsic and 
essential merits oi the defence ; ecUpses the jus- 
tice of the client's cause, in the blaze of the advo- 
cate's talents; induces a su^icion of the guilt 
which requires such a glorious display of reful- 
gence to divert the inquiry ; and substitutes a 
fruitless' short-lived ecstasy, in the place of per- 
manent and substantial conviction. Hence, they 
say, that the client of Mr. Curran is, invariably, 
the victim of the prosecution, which that able 
and eloquent advocate is employed to resist. 

1%e doctrine, in the abstract, may be true, 
or, as doctor Doiibty says, it may not be true; 
for the present, I will net trouble you with the 
expressioA o{ my opinion. I fear however, my 
dear S , that Mr. Gurran's ibiiures may 
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be traced to a eaxuse very dilBTerent from any fault 
either in t^e style or exec^ution of his^ enchanting 

defences : a cause but I am forgeUing 

that this letter has yet to cross the Atlantic* 

To return to the . • . * of the United 

States. His political adversaries allege that, he 
k a mere lawyer ; that his mind has been «o 
long trammelled by jud^ial precedent^ so long 
habituated to the quart and tierce of forensic 
digladiation, (as doctor Johnson would probably 
have called it,) as to be unequal to the discussion 
of a great question of stete. Mr. Curran, in his 
defence of Rowem, seems to have sanctioned the 
jN'obabili^y of such an effect.from such a cause, 
when he comphiins of his own mind as having 
been narrowed and circumscribed, by a strict 
and techniced adherence to^ established forms; 
but in the next breath, an astonishing burst of 
the grandest thought, and a power of co^mpre^ 
hension to which there seems to be no earthly 
limit, proves that his complaint, as it relates to 
himself, is entirely without foundation. 

Indeed, if the objection to 

mean any thing more than that h^ has not ha4 

* The sentiment, which is suppressed, seems to we^ tbe 
livery of Bedford, Moria, and the Prince of Wales. 
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the sam^ iDuminaticm and exercise in matt^ir 
of state as if he bad deroted his lifeto them, I 
am unwilling to admit fL The force of a can* 
non is the same, whether pointed at a rampart 
or a man c^ war, although practice may have 
made the engineer more expert in the one case 
than m the other. So it is dear, that practice 
may give ti man a greater command over one 
class of subjects than another ;^ but the innerent 
energy of his mind remains the same, whither- 
soever it may be directed^ Prom this impression 
I have lievc^ seen any cause to wcmder at what 
is called a liniversal genius : it proves ooly that 
the man has ap|died a powerfcd mind to the 
consideration of a great variety of suligeets, and 
pays a compliment rather to his superior indus- 
try, than his superior intellect I am very cer- 
tain that the gentleman of whom we are speaks 
ing, possesses the acumenwhich might constitute 
him a universal genius| according to the usual 
acceptation' of the phrase^ But if he be the 
truant, which his wannest friends represent him 
to be, there is very little probability that he will 
ever r^ch this distinction. 

Think you, my dear S , that the 

two gentlemen, -whom I have attempted to por- 
tray to yoU) were^ according to the notion of 
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Hdvetius, born with equal minds; and that ac- 
cident or education has produced the striking 
difference which we perceive to exist between 
them? I wish, it were the case ; and that the 

would be pleased to reveal to 

us, by whs^ accident,, or what systein of educa- 
tion, he has acquired his peculiar sagacity and 
promptkttde. Until this shall be done, I fear I 
must consider the hypothesis of Helvetius as a 
q)lendid and flattering dream. 

But I tire you:-~adieu^ for the present, friend 
and guardian of my youth. 
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LETTEH n 

JavusMbnf Stptmbmr Sf7. 

1 fiAVfe tak^ti ft pledBant ride of sbcty miles 
down the rivef , in order, ray dear S » . . . , to see 
the remaious (rf die first CngUsh settlement in 
Virginia* 

The site Is a vefjrhandsome one* The river 
is three miles Inroad ; and, on the 0|^)osite shcHie, 
the country presents a fine range of bold and 
beautiful hills. But I find no vestiges of the 
ancient town, except the ruins of a church stee^ 
fde, and a^ disordered group of old tombstones. 
On one of these, shaded by the boughs of a tree, 
whose trunk has embraced and grown over the 
edge of the stone, and seated on the head-stone 
of another grave, I now address you. 

What a moment for a lugubrious meditation 
among the tombs ! but fear not ; I have neither 
the temper nor the genius of a Hervey ; and, as 
much as I revere his pious memory, I cannot 
envy ^him the possession of such a genius and 
such a temper. For my own part, I would not 
have suffered the mournful pleasure of writinif 



itized by Google 



^PfiE BKI4*ISH ffigY. I8f 

iiis book, add Doctt»: Ycrung'i* Night Thofughts^ 
for all the just fame which they have both gained 
by those celebrated productiMiB. Much rathet 
would I have danced and sun^^ and jplayed the 
JSddle with '!rorick, through the whimsical pages 
of Tristram Shandy: that bode :«^faich evfery 
body justly insures and admires alternately; 
ahd which will continue to be read, abused and . 
devoured, with ever fresh delight, as long as the 
world shall relish a joyous laugh) or a tear of 
the most delicious feeling. 

By the by, here on one side is an inscription 
on a gravestone, which would constitute no bad 
theme for an occasional meditation from Yorick 
himself. The stone, it seems,' covers the grave of 
a man who was bom in the neighbourhood of 
London ; and his epitaph concludes the short and 
rudely executed account of his birth and death, by 
declaring him to have been " a great sinner, in 
hopes of a jojrful resurrection ;" as if he had sin- 
ned with no other intention, than to give himself 
a fair title to these existing hopes* But awk-^ 
wardly and ludicrously as the sentiment is 
expressed, it is in its meaning most just and 
beautiful ; as it acknowledges the boundless 
mercy of Heaven, and glances at that divinely 
consoling proclamation, " come unto me, all 
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ye who are weary and he$rvy laden, and I. 
will give you rest." . 

• The ruin of the steeple is about thirty feet 
high, and mantled, to its very sunmiit, with 
ivy. It is diMcuU io look at this venerable 
object, surrounded, as it is wa& these awfol 
proofj^ of the mortality of man, xwithout ex- 
claiming in the p^hetic spleznnity of our 
Shakspearey 

" The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaees, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself ' 

Yea, all which it inherits,^ shall dissolve ; 
, And, like tbb insubstantial pageant fadee^ 
Leave not a wreck Behind'' 

Whence, my dear S , arisesi the irre- 
pressible reverence and tender affection with 
which I look at this broken steeple ? Is it that 
my soul, by a secret, sul>tile process, invests 
th^ iniHildermg ruin with her own powers; 
imagines it a fellow being; a venerable old 
man, a Nestor^ or an Ossian, who has wit- 
nessed and survived the ravages of successive 
generations, the companions .of his youth, and 
of his maturity, and now mourns hi^ own so- 
litary and desolate condition, and hails their 
spirits in every passing cloud? Whatever 
majT be the cause, as I look at it, I feel m^ 
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sotil drawn forward, as by the cords 6( g^n 
ttest S3rmpathy, and involuntarily open my tipa^ 
to offer conscJation to the droopmg pflc. 

Where,' my S .-....., i^ the busy, bustling 
crowd which Is^ded here two himdred years 
ago ? Where is Smith, thkt pink of gallantry, 
that flower erf chivaby? I fancy that I ean 
see their first, slow^and cautious approach to 
the shore ; their keen and vigilant eyes pierc- 
ing the forest in every direction, to detect the 
lurking Indian, with his tom^fiawk, bow and 
arrow. Good Heavens \ what an enterprise ! 
how full of the most fearful perils ! and yet 
h0w entirely profitless to the daring men wTio 
per«pnally undertook and achieved it ! Through 
what a series of the most spirit-chitting hard 
ships, had they to toil ! - How often did they 
cast their eyes to England in vain ! and with 
what delusive hopes, day after day, did the 
little, famished crew strain their s^ht to catch 
the white sail of comfort and relief I But day 
after day, the sun set, and darkness covered 
the earth; but no sail of comfort qr relief 
came. BEow often in the pangs of hunger, 
sickness^ solitude ai^d disconsolation, did they 
think of London ; her shops, her markets 
groaning under the weight of plenty ; Bet 
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Streets « warming with gilded coaches^ bustling 
luu^, with crowds of l<»:ds, dukes and com- 
mons, with healthy, ,busy, contented &ces of 
e^ery description ; and aiQong them ncme more 
heakhy or more cont^ted, than thoi^ of their 
ungratefulAndimprovidjent directors I j^tnow 
-T-where are they, all ? the little, famished colo- 
ny which landed here, cmd the many-eolpured 
crowd of Londoin — where are they, pay dear 
S. . . . . .? Gone, where there is no distinc- 
tion; consigned to the cdmmon.earth. Another 
generation succeeded them: which, just as 
busy ai^d as bustling as that which fell before 
it has sunk down into the same nothingness, 
Another and yet anothi^ billow has rolled on, 
each emulating its predecessor in height ; tow- 
ering for its moment, aud curling its -foaming 
honours to the ^ouds ; then roaring, breakii^, 
and perishing on the same shore. 

Is it not strange, that, familiarly and univer- 
sally as these; things are known, yet each gene- 
ration is as eag^ in the pursuit of its earthly 
objects, projects its plans on a, scale as extensive 
as and laborious in their execution, wiUi a spirit 
as igrdent and unrelaxing, as if this, life and this 
world were to last for ever? It is, indeed, a 
most benevolent interposition of Proavidence, 
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that these.palpabb and just views of the vanity 
of human Ufe are not permitted entirely to crush 
the spirits, and unnerve the arm of industry. 
But at the same time, methinks, it would be 
wise in man to permit them to have, at least, 
so much weight wi^ him, as to prevent his 
total absorption by the things of this earth, 
and tQ point some of his thoughts and his 
exertions, to a system of being, far more per-, 
manent, exalted and happy. Think not this 
reflection too solemn. It is irresistibly inspired 
by the objects around -me; and, as rarely as 
it occurs, (mUcbtoo rarely,) it is most certainly 
and solemnly true, my S . . . . ; . 

It is curious to reflect, what a nation, in the 
course of two hundred years, has sprung up 
and flourished from the feeble, sickly germ 
which was planted here ! Little did our short- 
sighted court suspect the conflict which she^ 
was preparing for herself; the convulsive throe 
by which her infant colony would in a few 
years burst from her, and start into a political 
importance that' would astonish the earth. 

But Virginia, my dear S , as rapidly 

as her population and her wealth must continue 
to advance, wants one most important source 
of solid grandeur; and that, tt)o, the^nimatiiig 
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sdul of a riqpuUiG. I meaB^ public spiril ; that 
sacred amor.patruB which filled Gieece and 
Rome wilh patrioiSi heroes and scholars. 

There seems to me to be but one object 
throughout the state p^o^TOK^recft; a passion 
which is visible, not only in the walks of pri- 
vate life, but which has crept into and poisoned 
every public body in thei state. Indeed, from 
die very getiius of the government, by which 
all the public characters are, at shcNt periodical 
elections, evolved fi:om the body of the people, 
it cannot but ha}^n, that the coundls of the 
state must take the impulse of the private 
propensities of the country^ Hence, Virginia 
exhibits no great public in^ovements ; hence, 
in spite of her wealth, every part of the country 
maiufests her sufferings, either firom the penury 
of her guardians, ot their want of that atten- 
tion and noble pride, wherewith it is their duty 
to consult h^ appearance. Her roads and 
highwaysjore fitequ^itly impassaUe, sometimes 
firightfiil; the very few public works which 
have been set on foot, instead of being carried 
on with spirit,^ are permitted to languish and 
pine and creep feebly along, in such a manner, 
that thq first pctrt of an edifice grows grey with 
ag«^ and almost thimbles in ruins, before the 
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kst part is lifted from the dust ; highest offi- 
eeis are sustained with so avaricious, so nigw 
gardly a hand, that if they are not driven to 
subsist on roots, and drink ^Kick-water, with 
old FatNricius, it is not for die want of repub- 
lican economy in the projectors t)f the salaries ; 
and, above all, the general culture of the hu- 
man mind, that bestciire for the aristocratic 
distinctions whidi they {nrofess to hate, that 
best basis of the social and pditical equality, 
which they profess to love : this cidture, instead 
of becoming ^ national care, is intrusted merely 
to such individuals, as hazard, indigence, mis- 
fortunes or crimes, have forced from their 
4iative Europe to seek an^asylum and bread 
in the wilds of America. 

They have only one public seminary of 
leaxmBg : a college in WilBamsburg, about 
seven miles from diis place, which was erected 
in the reign of our William and Mary, derives 
its pmdpal support from their munificence, 
and therefore very propwly bears their names. 
This college, in the fastidious folly and afiect-r 
ation of rqmblic€»iism, ,<Hr what is wofse. In 
the niggardly spirit of parsimony which they 
dignify with the name of economy, these demo- 
crats have endowed with a few despicabb 
17 
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fragments of surveyc^s' fees, &q., thus canveit* 
ing their jvjdonal academy into a mere lazo" 
rettOy ani feed^ig its p<4ite, scientific, and 
highly respetftaUe professors, like a band pf 
beggars, on the screws and orumbs that fiall 
from the financial table. And, then, instead of 
aiding and en^gizing the police of the collie, 
by a few civil regulatipns, they p^mit their 
youth to run riot in all the wildness of dissi* 
pation; while the venerable professors are 
forced to look on, in Uie. deep mortification oi 
conscious inqpotence, and see- thdr care and 
zeal requited, by the ruin of Uieir pupils and 
the destruction of their seminary. 

These sore points which, at present, I ean 
barely touch ; when I have an easi^ seat and 
writing desk, than a grave and a tombstone, it 
will give me pleasure to dilate on them ; for, it 
rwill afford an opportunity of exulting in the 
superiority of our own energetic monarchy, 
over this repuUican body withput a s(mi1.* 

For the present, my dear S , I bid 

you adieu. 
' -■-'-• 

^Btitish insolencQ! Yet it canndt be denied, however 
painful the admiasion, that there is some foundation for hia 
censures. 
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LETTER Vn. 

. Bickmondt Octdher 10, 

I HAVE been, my dear S . . . r. * . , on an ex- 
cursion through the countries which Ue iJbng 
the eastern side of the Blue Ridge. A general 
description of that country and its inhabitants 
may form the subject of a future letter. For 
the present, I must entertain you with an ac- 
count of a most singular and interesting adven- 
ture, which I met with, in the course of the 
tour. 

'^ It was one Sunday, as I travelled through 
the county of Orange, that my eye was caught 
by a cluster of horses tied near a ruinous, old, 
wooden house, in the forest, not far from the 
road side. Having frequently seen wich ob- 
jects before, in> travelling through these states, 
I had no difficulty in understanding that this 
was a place of religious worship. 

Devotion alone shc«ild have sto[qped me, to 
join in the duties of the congregation ; but I 
must confess, that curosity, to hear the preacher 
of such a wild^ness, was not the least of my 
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motives. On entering; I was struck with his 
{Nretematural appearance^ he was a tall and 
very spare old man; his head, which was 
covered with ^ white linen cap, his shrivelled 
hands, and his voice, were all shaking under 
the influence of a p^lsy; and a few moments 
ascertained to me that he was perfectly^ blind. 

The first' eitootions which tduched my breast, 
were those of mingled pity Jtnd veneration. 
But ah ! sacred Gtod ! how soon were all my 
feelings changed! The lips of Plato were 
never more worthy of a prognostic swarm of 
bees, than "were the lips of this holy man ! It 
was a day of the administration of the sstcra- 
ment ; and his subject, of course, was the pas- 
sion jpf our Saviour. . I had heard the subject 
handled a thousand times : I had thought it 
exhausted long ago. Little did I suppose, that 
in the wild woods of America, I was to meet 
with a man whose eloquence would give to 
this topic dL new and more sublime pathos, 
than I had ever before witnessed. 

As he descended from the pulpit, to distri- 
bute the mystic symbols, there was a peculiar, 
a more than human solemnity in his air and 
matmer which made my blood run cold, and 
my whole frame shiver. 
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He then drew a picture of the sufferings of 
our Saviour ; his trial before Pilate ; his ascent 
up Calvary; his crucifixion, and his death. 
I knew the whole history ; but never, until then, 
had I heard the circinnstances so selected, so 
arranged, so coloured ! It was all new : and 
I seemed to have heard it for the' first time in 
my life. His enunciation was so deliberate, 
that his voice trembled oa every syllable ; and 
ev^ heart in the asse];nbly trembled in unison. 
His peculiar phrases had that force of descrip- 
tion thsit the original sc^ie appeared to be^ at 
that moment, acting iJefore our eyes. We saw 
the very faces of the Jews : the staring, fright- 
ful distortions of malice and rage. We saw 
the bjiffet ; my soul kindled with a flame of 
indignation; and my hands were involunta- 
rily and convulsively clinched. / 

But when he came tp touch on the patience, 
the forgiving meekness of our Saviour ; when 
be drew, to the Ufe, his Uessed eyes streaming 
in tears to heaven ; his voice breathing to God, 
a soft and gentle prayer of pardon on his ene- 
mies, ^ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what t^ej da" — ^the voice of the preadier, 
which had all along faltered, grew fainter and 
fainter, until his utterance being entirely ob 

ir 
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sifuoled by the^ force of his fediogd, he mised 
faiflr haadkeri^ief to his eyei$, and burdt into a 
loud tod irrepressible flood of grief. Theefifeot 
is inconceivable. T\ib whole hous^ resound- 
ed wkh the mingled groans, and sobs, and 
shrieks of tl» congregalmn. 

{t was some time before the tumult had 
subsided, so fax as to permit him to proceed. 
Indeed, judging by the usUal, but fallacious 
standard of my own weakness, I began to be 
very uneasy for the situaticm of the preacher. 
For I could not conceive, how he would be 
able to let his audience down from the height 
tO; which he had wound them, without impair- 
ing the solemnity and dignity of his subject, 
or perhaps shocking them by the abruptness* 
^f the &11. But— ruo; the descent wa« as 
beautiful and subliihe, as the elevatibn had been 
rapid and enthusiastic. 

The first sentence, with which he broke the 
awful silence, was a quotation from Rcmsseaii, 
"Socrates died like a philosopher,^l3Ut Jesus 
Christ, Ukc a God !" 

I despair of giving you any idea of the effect 
prdduced by this shcat sentence, unless you 
could perfectly conceive the whole mann^ «f 
the tnan, as well as the peculiar crisis in tbb 
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diflcoiiirse. Nev^ before, did I eomple^ 
understand what Demosth^iiea meiuM; bylaj- 
kkg smAi stress on deliver j/. You ai« to bring 
bofore jrou th«i venerable %ure of tile pteacher ; 
his hUndness, conslaniljr DecaUiQg to joUr 
recoUectiMi old Homer, Osei^ Itnd MiUi^, afid 
associating with bis performance, the md^- 
dioly grandeur of thek geniuses ; you dJre to 
imagine that you hear his slow, solemn, weU- 
aecdxte<l enunciation,, and his voice ctf affect- 
ing,' trembling melody ; you are to remember 
tile pitch of passion and ^ithusiaam jto which 
the congregation were raised ; and then, the 
few mhiutes of portentous, death^like siletioe 
which reigtied throughout the house; the 
. preacher removing his white handkerchief from 
his aged face, (even yet wet from the recent 
tcHTent ot his tears,) and slowly stretching forth 
the palsied hand which holds it, begins the 
sentence, " Socrates died like a phflosopher" — 
then pausi)ig, raising his other hand, pressing 
them both claspad together, with warmth and 
energy to bis breast, Ufting his ^'stgfaUess 
balls" to heaven, and pouring his whole soul 
into his tremulous voice-^" but Jesus Christ — 
lUfii a GU)d !" If he had been indeed and isT^ 
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tnith:a& angel of light, the eflfoct could scaroely 
have been more divine. 

Whatever I had been able to conceive of the 
'8«d[)linift7 of MassiUon, or the force of Bourda- 
loue, had&llen fer short of the fowex which I 
' fdt from the deliv^ pf this sinifde sentence. 
'Hie blood, whidi just before had rushed in a 
hurricane upon my brain, and, in the violence 
and agony cf my .feelings, had held my whc^ 
sqrstem in suspense, now ran back into my 
heart, with a sensation which I csumot descnbe 
— a kind of shuddering delicious hcwrror ! TtTic 
paroxysm of blended pity and indignatioi]^ to 
which I had been transported, subsided into 
the deepest self-abasement, humility and ado 
tatiop. 1 had just been lacerated and dissolved 
by sympathy, for our Savioiur as a fellow 
creature ; but now, with fear and trembling, I 
adored him as — " a God !" 

If this description give you the impression, 
thfi^ this incomparable minister had imy thing 
of shallow, theatrical trick in his manner, it 
does him great injustice. Ihav^ never seen, 
in any oth^r wator, such a' union of simplicity 
and ipEiajesty. He has not a gesture, an atti- 
tude or iui accent, to which he does^not seem 
forced, by the sentiment which he is express- 
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|ng. His mind is top sarious, tpo eameat) too^ 
solicitous, and^ at tbe some time,4^>a di^aified, 
to stdop to artifice. Althoi^h as fiir t^aaov^ 
from ostentation as a maj:^ can be, yet k is 
clear from the train, U» stjrle and isubstaiica 
of his thoughts, that he is, not only a very 
polite scholar^ but a man of extensive and {ntp 
fpund erudition. I was forcibly struck with H 
slvort; yet beautiful character -w^hich he drew of 
our leai^ed and amiable coimtryman, Sir Rol^- 
ert Boyle : he \spoke qf him, as if his noble 
mind had, even before d^ath^ divested herself 
of all influence from his frail tabemade of 
flesh ;" and called him, in his' peculiarly «ai- 
phatic and impressive manner, " a pure intelli- 
gence : the link between men and angels." 

This man has becai before my imagination 
alniost ever since. A thousand times, as I 
rode along, I dro|qped the reins of my Iwridle, 
stretched fortib my hand, and trjied to imitate 
his quotsaion from Rousseau; a thousand times 
I abandoned the attempt in despair, and felt 
persuaded that his peculiar manner artd power 
arose from an energy of soul, which nature 
could give, but which no human being could 
justly Qopy. In short, he seems to be altogether 
a being of a former age, or of a totally difierent 
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nature from the rest of men. As I recall, «,t 
this moment, several of his awAiUy striking 
attitudes, the chilling tide, with which my 
Uood begins to (pout along my arteries, re- 
mmils me of the emotions produced by the 
first sight of Gray'i^ introductory picture of his 
bard: 

** On a rock, wboie hanghty brow, 

Frowns o'er old Conway's foaming flood| 
Robed in the sable garb of wo, 
- With haggard eyes the poet stood ; 
(Lo«M his beard and howry hair 

Streamed, like a meteor, to the troubled air:) 
And with a poet's hand and prophet'a fire, 
Struck the deep sorrows of his lyre.^ 

Guess my surprise, when, on my anival at 
Richmond, and mentiomng the name of this 
man, I found not one person who had ever 
before heard of James WaddeU ! ! Is it not 
strange, that such a genius as this, so accom- > 
plished a scholar, so divine an orator, should 
be permitted to languish and die in obscurity, 
within eighty miles of the metropolis of Vir- 
ginia? To me it is a conclusive argument, 
either that the Yirginiahs have no taste for the 
highest strains of the most sublime oratory, or 
that they are destitute of a much more imp<^« 
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ant quality, the love of genuine and exalted 
religion. 

Indeed, it is too dear, my friend, that this 
soil abounds more in weeds of foreign hirthj 
than in good and salubrious fruits. Among 
others, the noxious weed of infideUty has 
struck a deep, a fatal root, and sjHread its pes- 
tilential branches far around. I fear that our 
eccentric and fanciful countryman^ Godwin, 
has contributed not a little to water and cher* 
ish this pernicious .exotic. There igt a 
liovelty, a splendour, a boldness in his scheme 
of morals, peculiarly fitted to captitate a youth- 
ftd and surdent mind, A young man feels his 
delicacy flattered, in the idea of beu^ emanci- 
pated from the old, obsolete and vulgar motives 

^of moral conduct ; and acting correctly frwn 
motives quite new, refined and sublimated in 
the crucible of pure, abstracted reason. Unfor^ 

^tunately, however, in this attempt to change 
the motives of his conduct, he loses the old 
ones, while the new, either from being too 
etherial and sublime,, or ftjom some oth^ want 
of congeniality, refuse to mix and lay hold of 
the gross materials of his nature. Thus he 
becomes emancipated indeed; discharged not 
only from ancient and vulgar shackles ; but 
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also, from the modem, finespun, tmseUed re 
straints of his divine Godwin. Having im- 
bibed the high spirit of literary adventure, he 
5^ja^ftiTiB ihe lioiks of the m^al world ; and 
advancing boklly to the throne of Gpd, be 
questions him on his dispensations, and 
demands the reasons of his laws. But the 
counsds ot heaven are ab&ve the ken, not 
contrary to the v<»ce of human reason ; and 
the unfortunate youth, unaU^ to reach and 
measure them, recoils fcoax the' atlen^, with 
melancholy rashness, into infidehty iind deism. 
Godwin's glktering theories are on his hps. 
Utofna or Mezorania, boast Hot of a purer 
moralist, in wordByihsxi the young CSodtrin- 
ian ; but the imhridled licentiousness of his 
conduct makes it manife«it, that if Godwin's 
priBd|des be true in the abstract, th^ are not 
& for this system of things ; whatever they 
might' be.in thb ipqmblic of Plata 

From a life of inglorious indolence, by fiur 
too prevalent amcmg the young men of this 
country, the transition is easy and natural to 
immorality and dissipation. It is at this 
giddy period of life, when a series of dissolute 
courses have debauched the purity and inno* 
cence of the heart, shaken the pillars of thd 
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understanding, and converted her sound and 
wholesonie operations into little more than a 
set of feverish starts and incoherent and deli- 
rious dreams ; it is in such a situation that a 
new-fangled theory is wekooned as an amusing 
guest, and deism is embraced as a balmy 
comforter against the pangs of an offended 
conscience. This coalition, once fdrmed and 
habitually consolidated, "farewell, along fare- 
welF to honoitf, genius and glory! From 
such a gulf of complicated ruin, few have the 
energy even to attempt an escape. The mo* 
ment> of cool reflection, which should save 
theiti, is too big with horror to be endured. 
Every plunge is deeper, until the tragedy ia 
finally wound up by a pistol or a halter. Do 
not believe that I am drawing from fancy : 
the picture is unfortunately true. Few dramas, 
indeed, have yet reached their catastrophe ; but, 
too many are in a rapid progress toward it. 

These thoughts are afllecting and oppressive. 
I am glad to retreat from them, by bidding yoil 
adieu ; and offering my prayers to heaven, that 
you may never lose the pure, the genial con- 
solations of unshaken faith, and an a{^)roving 
conscience. Once more, my dear S , 

adieu. 

18 f 
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LETTER Vni. 

, Richmond, October 15. 

Men of talents in tl^is country, my dear 

S ^ have been generally bred to the 

^rofessipn of the law ; and io4<^ throughout 
the United Stales, I have met with few per- 
sons of exalted intellect, whose powers have 
beeja directed to any other pirsuit The hox^ 
in America i? the road to honour ; and hence, 
although the profession is graced by tlie most 
shining geniuses on the continent, it is incum- 
bered also by a melancljLoly group of young 
men, who hang on the rear of the bar, like 
Goethe's sable clouds in the western horizon. 
I hav« been told that the bar of Virginia was, 
a few ye€trs agpi, pronounced I^ the supreme 
court of the United States, to be the most eor 
lightened and able on the contin^jH. I am 
very incompetent to decide on the merit of 
their legal acquirements ; but, putting aside the 
partiality of a Briton, 1 do not think eiAer of 
the gentlemen by any means so eloquent or 
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80 erudite as out ^K^mtrjman Erskine. With 
your permission, Iv^wever^ I will make you 
better acquainted with the few characters who 
lead the van of the profession^ 

Mr. ./..... has great personal advantag^eer. 
A figure large and portly ; his fixtures uncom-* 
pionly fine; his dark eyes and his whole 
countenance lighted up with an expression of 
the most conciliating sensibility ; his attitudes 
dignified and commanding; his gesture easy 
and graceful ; his voice perfect harmony ; and 
his ' whole manner that of an accompUshed 
and engaging gentleman. I have reascm to 
believe that the expression of his countenance 
does no more than justice to his heart. If I 
be cottectly informed, his feelings are exqoidite ; 
and the proofs of his benevdence are various 
and clear beyond the possibility of doubt. He 
has filled the highest ofiSces in this common* 
wealth and has very long maintained a most 
respectable rank in his profession. His char- 
acter, with the people, is that of a great lawyer 
and an eloquent speaker; and, indeed, so nnutiy 
men of discernment and taste entertain this 
opinion, and my prepossessions in his favour 
are so strong, on account of the amiable quali- 
ties of his character, that I am very well dte- 
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pof96d iQidknlbt the aocurafcy erf my own jud;* 
mwnt as it rdales to him. 

To me, howevi^, it seemsi thai his mind» as 
IS often but not invariaUy the case, corres- 
ponds wi^ his personal a{^pearance ; that, is, 
that it is tnmed rather for ornament than for 
severe use : pomjp(B^ quam pufftuB aptiar, as 
TuUy expresses it His speeches, I think, 
deserve the censure which lord Yerulam pro- 
nounoBs on the writers posterior to the reform- 
ation of the church^ "Luther," says he, 
^' standing alone, against the church of Rome, 
found it necessary to awaken all antiquity in 
his behalf : this introduced the study of the dead 
languages, a taste for the folness of the Cice- 
ronean manner; and hence the still preva- 
lent error of hunting more after words than 
matter, and more after the choiceness of the 
phrase and the round and clean composi-* 
tion <rf the sentence, and the sweet fallings 
of die clauses, and the varying and illustration 
of their works with tropes and figures, than 
lifter the weight of matter, worth of subject, 
soundness of argument, life of invention, or 
depth of judgment." 

Mr. . . . ^ . . 's temper and habits lead him to 
the swelling, stately manner of Bolingbroke 
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but eitheif frotai the want of prottiptitude ftnd 
richness of conception, or his too sedulous 
conceirti and " himting after words," he does 
not mamtam that manner, smoothly and hap* 
pay. On the conttary, the spirits of his hear* 
ets, after having been awakened and put into 
sweet and pleasaht motion, have' their tide, 
not unfrequently checked, ruffled and painftiQy 
obstructed by the hesitation and perplexity of 
the speaker. It certainly must demand^ my 

dear S , a mind of very high powers to 

support the swell of BoUngbroke, with feUcity« 
The tones of voice, -N^hich naturally belong to 
it, keep the expectation continually " on tiptoe,'* 
and this must be gratified not only by the most 
oily fluency, but by a course of argument clear 
as light, and an alternate play of imagination 
as grand and magnificent as Herschell's dance 
of the sidereal system. The work requires to 
be perpetually urged forward. One interrupt 
tion in the current of the language, onfe poor 
thought or abortion of fancy, one vacant 
aversion of the eye, or relaxation in the ex- 
pression of the face, entirely breaks and dis- 
solves the whole charm. The speaker, indeed, 
may go cm and evolve, here and there, a pretty 
18» 
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diottglitt; but ike ^woo&oins magic of the 
whole is gone-for ever. 

Whelher it be fro^B any defect in the organi- 
zation of iAr .'s mind, or that his pas- 
sion for the fine dress of his ^onghts is the 
master passion, which, '^ Uke Aaron^s s^pent, 
swaQows op the rest," I will not undertake to 
decide ; but perhaps it results from one of those 
two ca«ises,that all the arguments^ which! 
have ever heaxd from him, are defective in that 
important and most material character, the 
lucidus ctrdo. 

I have been sometimes inclined to believe, 
diat a man's division of his ^argument would 
be generaUf found to contain a secret history 
pf the difficulties which he himself has encoun- 
tered in the investigatiim of his subject. I am 
firmly persuaded that the extreme {Nrolixity of 
many discourses to which we are doomed to 
listen, is chargeable, not to the fertility, but to 
the darkness and impotence of the brain i^hich 
p^oduees them. A man, who sees his object 
m A strong light, marches directly i^> to it, in 
a right line, with the firm step of a ^oldi^ ; 
whSe another, residing in a less illumined 
HBKXtdj wanders and reels in the twi%ht of liie 
brain, and ere he attain Ins object, treads a 



itized by Google 



THE BAITISH 8PT. 211 

xnaze as ixitrieate and perplexing as that of the 
celebrated labyrinth of Crete. 

' It was remarkable of the . , of the 

United States^ whom I mentioned to yon in a 
foritner letJtiSr as looking through a "subject at 
a single glance, * that' he almost invariably 
seized one strong point only, the pivot of th4 
controversy y this point he would enforce with 
931 his powers, never permitting his own mind 
to waver, nor obscurmg those of bis hearers, 
by a doud of infericH',. unimportaiit considera- 
tions. . But tliis is not'the manner of Mr 

I suspect, that in the preparatory investigation 
of a subject, he gains his ground by slow and 
laborious gi^td^tions ; and that his difficulties 
are numerous and embarrassing. Hence it is, 
perhaps, that his points are generally too multi* 
farious ; and although, among the rest, he ex- 
hibits the strong point, its appearance is too 
often like that of Issachar, " boVd down be- 
tween two burthens." I take this to be a very 
iU-judged m^hod. It may serve indeed to make 
the mul^ude stajre ; but it frustrates the gneat 
purpose <rf the speaker^ Instead of giving a 
simple, lueid and aniinated view of a subject, it 
overloads, confbunds and fetigaes the listener. 
Instead of leaving him und^ die vi^acitv of 
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ckar aix<l' fiifl conviodon, it leaves him bewil^ 

dered, darkling, asle^ ; and wken he awakes, 

h« . 

* nn , m* " vates, ettierguig fronl & sea of cbe&fii 
.Tmaitoiona; where hU wreck'd, despmiding though 
From ware to wuve of wild uncertainty, 
At random drove, — ^her helm of reasOki lost'' 

i in-line to believe thdt if theie be a blemish 
4n the miQd of this amiable gentleman, it id 
the want of a sttong and masculine judgment. 

. K such an agent had widded the seeptre of 
his imderstanding, it is presumable, that, ere 
this, it would have chastised his exUbemnt 
fondness fbr Uterary finery, and the too osten^^ 
iatious and unfortunate parade of .points in his 
argument, on which I have just commented. 
If I may confide in the replies which I have 
heard given to him at the beif , this want of 
judgment is sometimes manifested in his 
selection and appHcation of law cases. But of 

^ this I can jiwige only fix^m the triumphant ait 
Inth which his adversaries seize his cases and 
Appear to turn them against him. 

He is certainly a man of close and elaborate 
fesestfch* It would seem to me, however, my 
dear S ....... , that in order to constitute a 

fiN^ientific lawyer, scnnething more is necessary 
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than the jpatient and persevering revolution at 
the leaves of the author. Does it not require 
a discernment stifficiently clear, and strong to 
eviscerate the principles of each case ; a judg- 
ment potent enough to digest, connect' and 
systematize them, aai to distinguish, at once, 
in any future combination of circumstances, 
tbfi very feature which gives or refuses to a 
principle, a just £4[)idication ? Without such 
intellectual properties^ I should conjecture, (for 
on this sulgect I can only conjecture,) that a 
man could not have the 1^ advantage and 
perfect command of his reading. For, in the 
first place, I should apprehend, that he irould 
never discover the application of a case, -with- 
out the recurrence of all the same ckcumstan- 
ces ; in the nexi place, that his cases would 
form a perfect chaos, a rudis mdigestaque 
moles, in his brain ; and lastly, that he would 
often and sometimes perhaps fatally mistake 
the identifying feature, and furnish his antago- 
nist with a formidable weapon against himself. 
But let me fly from this entangled wilder- 
ness, of which I have so Uttle knowledge, and 

return to Mr. Although when brought 

to the standard of perfect oratory, he may be 
subject to the censures which I have passed 
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cm him J yet it is to be acfcttowledgfed, and t 
make the acknowledgment with pleasure, 
that he is a man of extensive readings a well- 
informed lawyeij a &ae belles leitfes scholar^ 
and sometimes a beautiful speaker^ 

The gentleman who has been pointed oat 
to me as holding the next if not an equal grade 
in the professkm, is Mr. . . ^ . . He is, I am 
told, upwards of forty years of age; but his 
lookj I think, is more juvenile. As to stature, 
he is about the ordinary height of men ; his 
form genteel, bis person agfle. He is distin^ 
guished by a quickness of lodk, a sprightly 
step, and that peeuliarly jaunty air, which I 
have heretofore mentioned, as characterizing 
the people of New-York. It is an air, however, 
Ivhich, (perhaps, because I aih a plain son of 
John Btdl,) is not entirely to my taste. Strik- 
ing, indeed, it is ; highly genteel^ and calcU" 
lated f<^ eclat ; but thefn, I fear, that it may be 
censured as being to artificial: as having', 
therefore, too litUe appearance of connexion 
with the heart ; too little of that amiaUe sim- 
pUcity, that winning softness, that vital warmth^ 
which I have felt in the manner of a certain 
friend of mine. This objecticm, however, is 
not me^t to touch his heart. I do not mean 
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to oensiire his sensibility or his virtues. The 
remark af^Ues only to the mere exterior of 
Jiis manners ; and even the censure which I 
have pronounced on ifiat, is purely the result 
of a different t^ste^ which is^ ^t l^^t) &s proba- 
bly wroi^ as that of Mr , 

Indeed, my dear S. ....,., I have seen few 

eminent men in this or any other country, who 
have been able so &r to repress the exulting 
pride of conscious talents, as to put on the 
behaviour which is calculated to win the hearts 
of the people. I mean that behayiour, which 
steers between a lowHspirited, cringing syco^ 
phancy and ostentatious condescension on the 
one hand, and a haughty self-importance and 
supercilious contempt of onue's fellow creatures 
on the x>ther ; that behaviour, in which^ while 
A man displays a just respect for his own 
feelings ^nd character, he saems, nevertbeless, 
to concentre himself with the disposition and 
inclination of the person to whom he speaks ', 
in a word, that happy belwtviow^ in which 
versatility and candour, modesty and dignity, 
are sweetly and harmoniously tempered and 
blended. Any Englishman, but yourself, my 
S ...... ., would easily recognize the cniginiajl 

from which this latter picture is draw^^ 
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This leads me off from the character at 

Mr , to remark a moial defect, which I 

have seyeral times observed in this comitjy. 
Many well meaning men, having heard much 
of the hollow, ceremonious professions and 
hypocritical grimace of courts ; disgusted with 
every thing which savours of aristocratic or 
monarchic parade ; and smitten with the love of 
republican simplicity and honesty ; have fallen 
into a ruggedness of deportment, a thousand 
times more proud, more intolerable and dis- 
gusting, than Shakspeare's foppish lord, with 
his chin new reaped and pouncet box. They 
scorn to conceal their thoughts; and in the 
expression of them confound foluntness with 
honesty. Their ojMniond are all dogmas. It 
is perfectly immaterial to them what any one 
else may think. Nay, many of them seem to 
have forgotten, that others can think, or feel 
at all. In pursuit of the haggard phaiitom of 
republicanism,* they dash coj, like Sir Joseph 
Banks, giving chase to the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, regardless of the sweet and tender blos- 
8<Hns of sensibility, which fell and bleed, and 



♦ Thk phrase is icarcely excusable, eVen in a Briton and 
atotd. 
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^6 behiiid thetn. What an error is this, my 

dear.S ; .1 I am frequently disposed to 

Q^k such meh, << think you, ihsX the stem a&d 
igtipIacaUe Achilles was an honester. man t&an 
the gentle, humane and ccmsiderate Hector? 
Was the arrogant atid imperious Alexander an 
honester man than the meek, compassionate, 
and ai^able Cyrus ? Was the proud, the rough, 
the surly Cato, more honest than the soft, 
polite and deUcate Scipio Africanus ? In short, 
are not honesty and humanity compatible? 
And what is the most genuine and captivating 
politeness, but humanity refined?" 

But to return from this digression. The 
qualities, by which Mr. .... strikes the mul- 
titude, are his ingenuity and his wit. But 
those, who look more closely into the anatomy 
of his mind, discover iilany properties of much 
high^ dignity and importance. This gentle- 
man, in my opinion, unites in himself a greater 
diversity of talents and acquirements, than any 
other at the bar of Yirginia. He has the rqm* 
tation, and I doubt not a just one, of possess- 
ing much legal science. He has an exquisite 
and a highly cultivate taste for polite litera- 
ture ; a genius quick and fertile ; a style pure 

and classic ; a stream of perspicuous and beau- 
19 
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tiful elocution; an ingenuity which no diffi- 
ctilties can entangle or embarrass ^ p.nd a. wit, 
whose vivid and brilli^t coruscation, can gild 
aii4 decorate the^dcLrkest subject He chooses 
his ground,: in the first instance with great 
judgment; and when, in the progress of a 
cause, an unexpected evdiution of testimony, 
or intermediate decisions from the bench, have 
beaten that ground from under hiiil; he pos- 
sesses a happy, an astonishing versatiUty, by 
which he is enabled at once, to take a new 
position, without appesging to have lost an 
atom, either in the measure or stability of his ; 
basisv This is a faculty which I have ob- 
served before -in ,an inferior degree ; but 
Mr is so adroit, so superior in th^ exe- 
cution of it, that in him it appears a new and 
pecuUar talent ; his statements. Ids naxrations, 
his arguments, are all as trans^)arent as the 
light of day. fie reasons logically, and de- 
claims very handsomely. It is true, he never 
brandishes the Olympic thunder of Homer, 
but then he .seldom, if ever, sinks beneath the 
chaste and attractive majesty of Virgil. 

His ietult is, that he has not veiled his inge- 
nuity with sufficient address. Hence, I am 
told, that he is considered as a Proteus ; and the 
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courts are disposed to doubt their senses even: 
when he appears in his proper sha^» But in 
s{Hte of this adverse and unpropitious distrust, 
M . . « . . .'s pojpularity is still in" its flood ; and 
he' is justly considered as an honoqr and an 
ornament to his profession. 

Adieu, my friend, for the present. Ere long 
we may take another tour through this gallery 
of portraits, if more interesting objects do not * 
call U9 off. Again, my S . . . • ^ ., good night 
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LETTER IX, 

Richmond, OcUber^, 
Talents, my deaj S . . * . . , wh^»ver they 
'have had a suitable theatre, have never failed 
to emerge from obscuri^ and assrume their 
proper rank in the estimation of the world. 
The celebrated Camden iB said to have been 
the tenant of a garret. Yet from the darkness, 
poverty and ignominy, of this residence, he 
advanced to. distinction and wealth, and graced 
the first offices and titles of our island. It is 
impossible to turn over the British biography, 
without being struck and charmed by the mul- 
titude of correspondent examples ; a venerable 
group of navi homines, as the Romans called 
them ; men, who, from the lowest depths of 
obscurity and want, and without even the in- 
fluence of a patron, have risen to the first 
honours of their country, and founded their 
own famiUes ane^- In every nation, and ki 
every age, great talents, thrown fidrly into the 
point of public observation, will invariably pro* 
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duce th^ same ultimate effect. The jealous 
pride of power may atteiiqit-to repress and 
Cfush them; the base and mali^ant rancour 
of impotei^ spleen and envy^may strive to 
embamiss and retard their flight; but these 
efforts, so far from achieving their ignoble pur- 
pose, so far from producing a. discernible obli- 
quity it. the ascent of genuine and vigorous 
talents, will serve only to increase their mo- 
mentum and mark' their transit with an addi- 
tional stream of glory. 

When the great earl of Chatham first made 
his appearance in our house of commons, and 
began to astonish «and' transport the British 
parlianient, and the British nation, by the bold- 
ness, the force and range of his thoughts, and 
the cflestiai fire and pathos of his eloquence, 
k is well known, that the minister Walpole, 
and his Ijrother Horace, (frofn motives very 
easily understood,) exited all their wit, all 
tiieir oratory, all their acquirements of every 
description, sustained and enforced by the un- 
feeling '^ insolence of office," to heave a m'oim- 
tain on4iis gigantic genius, and hide it from 
tlie world. Poor and powerless attempt ! 
The tables were turned. He rose upon them 

in the might and irresisUUe energy of his 
19* 
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genius; and in fsfiie of all thedr convdutions, 
frantic agonies and spasms, he strangled than 
cold their whole faction with as mucH ease aa 
Hercyles did the serpent ministers of jeidensy 
that were sent to assail his in&nt oradle; Who 
can turn over the debates of the day, and read 
the account of this conflict betiiTeen youthful 
ardour and hoary headed cunnings aikl power, 
without kindling in the cause of the tyro, aiid 
shouting at his victory? Thai they should 
have attempted to pass offth^ grsmd, yet solid 
and judicious operations of a mind like his, as 
being mere theatrical start and emotion; the 
giddy, hair-brained eccentricities of a romantic 
boy ! That they should have had the jMresump- 
tion to su{^ose themselves capaUe of chaining 
down tp the Horn of the parliament, a genius so 
ethereal, towering, and sublime ! Yfhy did they 
not, in the next toeath, by way of crowning 
the climax of vanity, bid the magnfficent fire- 
ball to descend from its exalted and ajqpropriate 
re^on, to perform its splendid tour along the 
surface of the earth ?* 

' *See a beautiful note in Darwin's Botanic ^Garden, in 
which the writer suggests the probability of three concen- 
tric strata 6f our atmosphere, in which, or between them, 
are produced' four kinds of meteors » in the lowest, the eom^ 

s 
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When the aoa of this great man toO) oar 
{uresent minister and his compeer and rival, 
our friend, first commenced their pditical ca- 
reer, the. public papers teemed with strictures 
on their respective talents ; the first was cen- 
sured as bdng merely a dry and even a flimsy 
reasoner; the last was st^igmatized as an 
empty dectaimer. But error and misrepresent- 
ation soon expire, and are forgotten ; while 
truth rises upon their nuns, and ^^ flourishes 
in eternal youth." Thus, the Mse,lhe light, 
fugacious newsps^per criticisms, which at- 
tempted to dissect and censure the arrange- 
ment of those gentlemen's talents, have been 
long since swept ttway by the besom of ob- 
livion. They wanted truth, that soul, which 
alone can secure immortality to any literary 

mon lightning ; in tho next^ shooting stani ; and the highest 
region, which he supposes to consist of inflammable gas 
tenfold ligher than the common atmoispheric air, he makes 
the theatre of the northern light, and fireball or draco volans. 
He recites the history of one of the latter, seen in the year 
1758, which was estimated to have been a mile «nd a half in 
circumference; to have been one hundred miles high; and 
to have moved toward the north, thirty miles in a second. 
It had a real tail, many miles long, which threw qff sparks 
in its coinrse ; and the whole exploded with m sovmd like thai 
of distant thisudar.— ^0^. Cfarden, Partly Mte h 
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work. And Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox have for 
many year0 been recifnrocally and qltematdy 
recogfii^ed, just as their sidhject demands it, 
eitbw as close and cedent reasoners; or as 
beautiful and atqperb rhetoricians. ^ 

Talents, therefore, which are before the pub- 
lic, have nothing' to dread, either from the 
jealous pride of pow^, or from the iransi^it 
misrepresentations of psorty, sfdeen, or envy. 
In.sjfMte of o{qppsition from any cause, their 
buoyant sfnrit will^ lift Ihem to their proper 
gr^e : it would be^ unjust that it should lift 
them higher. 

It is true^ th^e always are, and always will 
be, in every society, iirdividuals, who will 
fancy themselves examples*. of genius over* 
looked, underrated, or invidiously oppressed; 
But the misfortune of such persons is imputa- 
ble to their own vanity, and not to the public 
opinion, which has weighed and graduated 
them. 

We remember many of our schoolmates, 
whose geniuses bloomed and died within 
the walls of Alma Mater; but whose bodies 
still live, the moving monuments of departed 
sfdendour, the animated and affecting remem* 
brances of the extreme fragility of the human 
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intellect We remember others, who have en- 
tered pn public Ufe with the most exultioig 
promise; have flown from the earth, like 
rockets f and, after a short and brilliant flight, 
have bursted with one or two explosions — ^to 
blaze no more. Others, by a few premature 
scintillationa of thought, have led themselves 
and their partial friends, to hope thcit they were 
&st advancing to a dawn of soft and beauteous 
Gght, and a meridian of bright and gorgeous 
eflulgence ; but their day has never yet broken ; 
and never will it b^ieak. They are doomed for 
ever to that dim, crepuscular light, which sur- 
rounds the frozen poles, when the sun has, 
r^eated to the of^site circle of the heavens. 
Theirs is the eternal glimmering of the brain ; 
and thdr most luminous displays are the 
faint twinklings of the glow-'Worm. We have 
seen others, who, at their stairt, gidn a casual 
projectiMty, which rises them above their 
proper grade ; but by the just operation of their 
qpedflc gravity, thoy are made to subside again, 
and settle ultimately in. the sphere to which 
they properly belong. 

• All these characters, and many others who 
hav9 had even slighter basea for their once 
•anguine, but now blasted hopes, fbrm a qaor* 
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tilous and melancholy^ band of moonstruck d»- 
claimers against the mjustice of the world, the 
agency of envy, the force of destiny, &c., 
charging their nrisfortmie on every thing but 
the true cause : their own wan^ of intrinsic 
sterling merit; their want of that copoHS, 
perennial spring of great and useful thought, 
without which a man may hope in vain for 
growing reputation. Nor are they always 
satisfied with WAilin^ their own destiny, pour- 
ing out the bitterest imprecations of their souls 
on the crud stars which presided at their 
bird^ and aspersing the justice of the puUk 
i^Mnion which has sealed them : too often in 
the coiltortions and pangs of disaj^pointed am- 
bition, they cast a scowling eye over the 
.world of man; start back and Uanch at the 
lustre of superior merit; and exert all the 
diaboliotl incantations ' of their black art, to 
conjure up an impervious vapour, in order to 
shroud its glories from the world. But it ia 
an in vain. In spile of ev^ thing, the pub- 
lic opinion will finally do justice to us all. 
The man who comes fairly before the world, 
and who possesses the great and vigorous 
stamina which entitle him to a nieh in the 
temple of glory, has no reason to dread thq 
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ultimate result; however slow his progress 
^lay be, he will in the end most indubitably 
receive that distinction. While the rei^ " the 
swallows of science," the butterflies of genius, 
may flutter for their spring ; but they wUl soon 
pass away and be remembered no more. No 
enterprising mai^, therefore,, (and least of all 
the truly great man^) has reason to droop or ^ 
lepine at any efforts which he may suppose 
to be made with the view to depress him; 
since he may rely on the universal and un- 
changing faruth, that talents, which are before 
the world, will most inevitably find their pro- 
per leyel ; and this is, certainly, all that a just 
man should desire. Let, then, the tcwpest of 
envy or of malice howl around him. His 
genius wiU consecrate him ; and any attempt 
to extinguish that, will be as unavailing as 
would a human effort " to quench the stars." 

I have been led further into these reflections 
than I had anticipated. The train was started 
by casting my eyes over Tirginia ; observing 
the very few who have advanced on the thea- 
tre of pubUc t)bservation, ond the very many 
who will remain for ever behind the scenes. 

What frequent instances of high, ^ tiative 
genius have I sfeen springing in the wilder- 
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nesses of this country ; genius^ whose Mos« 
soms the %ht of science has never courted 
into expansion ; genius^ which is doomed to 
fall and^lie, &r from the notice and the haunts 
of men ! How often, as I have held my way 
through the western forests of this state, and 
reflected on the vigorous shoots of superior 
intellect, which were freezing and perishing 
there for the want of culture ; how often have 
I recalled the moment, when our pathetic 
Gray, reclining under the mouldering elm of 
his country churchyard,^. while the sigh * of 
genial sympathy broke from his heart, and 
the tear of iioble- pity started- in his eye, ex- 
claimed, 

*' PerhApd in this neglected spot is laid 

Some heart once pregnant with Celestial fire, 
Hands that the rod of empire might have svayM, 
Or wak'd to ecstacy the liying lyre. 

But knowledge to their eyes, her ample page, 
Rich with th# spoils of time, did ne'er unrdl ; 

Clull penury r^nress'd their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of their sou(. 

Pull many a gem of purest ray serene. 
The dark, unfathom'd caves of ocean bear ; 

Fan many a flower is bom to blu^ unseen. 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air. 



itized by Google 



THE BRITISH SPY. 229 

Some Tillage Hampden, that with dauntless br^t, « 
The litfle tyrant of his fields withstood j 

Some mute, inglorious Milton, here may rest; 
Some Cromwell, guiltless of hia country *s blood. 

Th' applause of list'fting senates to command, 
The threats of pain and ruin to despise, 

To scatter plenty o*er a smiling land, 
And read their history in a ndtiim's eyes. 

Their lot forbade"— 

The heart of a philanthropist, no matter to 
what country or what form of government he 
may belong, immediately inquires, "And is 
there no mode to prevent this melancholy 
waste of talents ? Is there no mode by which 
the rays of science might be so diffused over 
the state, as to call forth each latent bud into 
life and luxuriance T" There is such a mode : 
and what renders the legislature of this state 
still more inexcusable, the plan by which these 
important purposes might be effected, has been 
drawn out and has lain by them for nearly 
thirty years. The declaration of the inde- 
pendence of this commonwealth was made in 
the month of May, 1776.* In the fall of that 



* This is a fSM^t which the public journals of the state 
established beyond controversy ; although the legal process 
20 
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year, a statute, or, as it is called here, " an act 
of assembly,'* was made, providing that a 
committee of five persons should be appointed 
to prepare a code of laws, adapted to the change 
of the state government. This code was to 
be submitted to the legislature of the country, 
and to be ratified or rejected by their suflVage. 

In the ensuing November, by a resolution 
of the same legislature, Thomas Jefferson, 
Edmtmd Pendleton, George Wythe, George 
Mason and Thomaa Ludwell Lee, esquires, 
were appointed a committee to execute the 
work in question. It was prepared by the 
three first named gentlemen ; the first of them 
now the President of the Uiiited States ; the 
second, the [ure^ent of the supreme court of 
a[qpeals of Virginia, and the third, the judge of 
the high court of chancery at this place. 

I have perused this system of state police 
with admiration. It is evidenUy the work of 
minds of mc^t astonishing greatness ; cs^ble, 
at once, of a .grand, proibimd and comprehen- 
sive sinvey of the present and future interest 

and other public acts of Virginia modestly waive this pre- 
. cedence, and date the foundation of the commonwealth on 
the 4th of July, 1776, the day on which the declaration of the 
independence of the (Jnited States was promulged^ 
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and glory of the whole state ; and of piirsmng 
that interest and glory through all the remote 
and mmute ramifications of the extensive and 
elaborate detail. 

Among other wise and highly patriotic bills 
which are proposed, there is one-for the more 
general diffusion of knowledge. After a pre- 
amble, in which the importance of the subject 
to the repubUc is most ably and eloquently 
announced, the bill proposes a simple and 
beautiful scheme, whereby science (Hke justice 
under the institutions of our Alifrefl) would 
have been *^ carried to every man's door*" 
Genius, instead of having to break its way 
through the thick o{^osing clouds of native 
obscurity, indigence and igi^rance, was to be 
sought for through every family in the com- 
monwealth ; the sacred spark, wherever it was 
detected, was to be tenderly cherished, fed and 
fanned into a flame; its innate properties and 
tendencies were to be developed and examined, 
and then cautiously and judiciously invested 
with all the auxiliary energy and radiance of 
which its character was susceptible. 

What a plan was here to give stability and 
solid glory to the repubUc ! If you ask me why 
it has n^ver been adopted, I answer, that as a 
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foreigner, 1 can perceive no possible reason for 
it, excqpt that the comprehensive views and 
generous patriotism which produced the bill, 
have not prevailed throughout the country, 
nor presided in the body on whose vote the 
adoption of the bill depended. I have new 
reason to remark it, almost ev^y day, that 
. there is throughout Virginia, a mo^t depl(Hrable 
destitution of pubUc spirit, of the noble pride 
and love of country. Unless the body of the 
people can be awakened from this fatal apathy ; 
unless their thoughts and-their feelings can be 
urged beyond the narrow confines of their own 
private a£&irs; unless they can be strongly* 
inspired with the public zeal, the amofr ptUruB^ 
of the ancient republics, the national embellish- 
ment, and the national grandeur of this opu- 
lent state, must be reserved for very distant 
ages. 
Adieu,my S ...... ; perhaps you will heat 

fifom me again before I leave Richmond. 
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AN APOLOGY 

IN REPLY T0 A ^INT. 

The letters of the British Spy were fiimished 
to amuse the citizens of the town and country, 
and not to give pain to any one human being. 
Accordingly, nothing has been said in censure 
of the integrity, the philanthropy, benevolence, 
charity, or any other moral or religious virtue 
or grace of. any one Virginian, who has been 
introduced into those»letters. Nothing, indeed, 
could be justly said on those heads, in censure 
of either of the gentlemen. It is true, that 
some letters have been publisjied, which have 
attempted to analyze the minds of three or four 
well known citizens of this state, and in order 
to designate them more particidarly, a descrip- 
tion of the person and manner of each gentle- 
man was given. This has been called "throw- 
ing stones at other people's glass houses," and 
the person who has communicated those letters 
(gratuitously styled their "author") is poUtely 
reminded that he himself resides " in a glass 

house." 

20* 
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If this be correctly understood, it implies a 
tfureat of retaliation ; but all that the laws of 
retaliation could justify, would be to amuse 
the town and eoimtry with a description of 
the person, manner and mind of the author 
(as he is called) of thtf British Spy. He fears, 
however, that it would puzzle the hinter, what- 
ever his genius may be, to render so barren a 
subject interesting and amusing to the pubUc ; 
And he would be much obUged to the hinter if 
he could make it appear that he (the furnisher 
of the letters) deserves to be drawn into com- 
parison, either as to person, manner, or mind, 
With any one of the gentlemen delineated by 
the British Spy. As to his person, hideed, he 
is less solicitous ; the defects of that were im- 
posed on him by nature; and there is no 
principle better established, than this general 
principle of eternal truth and justice, that no 
man ought to be censured for the contingencies 
over which he had no controul. As to his 
manner, he has as little objection to a puUic 
description of that as his person. 

To save the trouble of others, however, he 
reUnquishes all pretensions either to the striking 
elegance which is calculated to excite admira- 
tion and respect, or to the conciliating grace 
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and vital warmth which are qualified to gain 
enthusiastic friends. His mann^ is furobahly 
such as ^.ould be produced^ nine times out of 
ten, by the rustic education to which he was 
exposed. 

As to his mind, it is ahnost such as nature 
made it. He cannot boast with Gray, that 
^'science frowned not on his Humble birth." 
But what of this ? A man may very accurajtely 
anatomize the powers of a mind far superior 
to his own. It is not improbable Zoilus's criti* 
cisms of Homer were just ; .since every nod of 
Homer's was a feir subject of criticism, Yet 
who will suppose thisit Zoilus would have pro- 
duced stich a work as the Iliad ? It is impos- 
.^ble to read Dennis's criticisms of Addison's 
Cato without b^ng forcibly struck with theit 
justice, and wondering that they have nev«r 
ibefore occurred to ourselves. Yet there is no 
man, who will therefore pronounce the genius 
<)f Dennis equal to that of Addison. These 
facts are so palpable and so well understood, 
that the person who ftimished the letters of the 
British Spy (even if he had been their author) 
eould scarcely have had the presumption to 
suppose, nor, I trust, the injustice to desire, that 
the public would pronounce his mind free 
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from the defects, much less indued witti flie 
energies and beauties of those which he criti* 
cises* 

But where^ is the harm which has been 
done? Who* are the gentlemen mtroduced 
into the British Spy ? Ajce they JFOimg men 
just* emerging into notice,, aiid concertring 
whom the public have yet to form an opinion ? 
Far from it. They are gentlemen, who- have 
long been, and who .still are displaying Jthein- 
selves in the very centre of the circle of general 
observation. .They have, not hM their light 
- under a bushel. Their city is bulk on a high 
hill. There is not a feature of their persons, 
nor a quality of their mind or manner, which . 
has not been long and well known, and re-» 
marked, commented on, criticised', repeated and 
reiterated a thousand and ten thousand times 
in. every circle and evety corner of the country. 

Was it in the power, then, of any temarks 
in an anonymous and fugitive newspaper pub- 
lication^ either to injure or serve gentlemen so 
well and so eminently known ? On the con- 
trary, if tho^ remarks were untrue, they would 
be instantaneously and infallibly corrected by 
the public opinon and knowledge of the sub^ . 
jecJt ; if the remaarks were true, they would add 
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no new fact to the public opinion and the piiblic 
knowledge. Thinking thus, nothing was more . 
distant, either from the expectation or ' widi of 
the person who has furnished the press with 
the lettefs of the British Spy, than that he was 
about to do an injury to the character, or to 
inflict a wound- on th» feelings of any citizen of 
the country. Why ^ould he have expected or- 
wished any sucK cflfect ? He could not have 
been actuated by resentment;, for neither of 
thos^ gentlemen have ever done bim an injury. 
He couid not bave been moved by personal 
intetest ; since his conscious inferiority, as well 
80. the n&tore of his pur^ts, remove him far 
ftom the possibility of being ever brought into 
oollision with either of those gentlemen. He 
could not tiave been iigpelled by diabolical 
envy, or the malicious agony of blasted ambi- 
tion ; since his country has already distinguish- 
ed him far, very far, beyond Jiis desert. And 
of the malevolence of heart which could inten- 
tionally do a wicked, a wanton and unpro- 
voked injury, he is persuaded that either of the 
gentlemen, if they knew him, would mo^ 
freely arid cheerfully acqtdt him. 

If he be asked why he published the letters 
describing those characters ? He answers, 
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First, For the same reason that he would, if 
he could, present to the town a set of landscape 
paintmgs, representing all the iovely prospects 
which belong to their beautiftil city ; .to furnish 
them with the amuflement and pleasure which 
arise from sur^^ying an accurate picture of a 
well known original : and this implies, that ha 
•could not have believed hiiaself adding new 
infiDTmation as to the originals ^emselves. 

Secondly, He hoped that the abstracted and 
miscellaneous remarks^ which were blended 
with the description of those charai^ters, might 
not be without their use to the many literary 
young men who are-growing up in .Virginia. 

If the letters of the British Spy have gone 
beyond these purposes ; if they *have given 
pam. to the gentlemen described; (for as to 
doing them an injury, it is certainly out of the 
question,) there is.no man in the community 
dispo^ to regret it more .sensibly thto the 
man who furnished those letters for publication. 

But while honour and justice compel the 
writer of this article to give these exfdana- 
tions, and make' these acknowledgments to 
th^ gentlemen immediately interested, he begs 
he may not be considei:ed as descending ta the 
meanness of begging mercy oa his own ^^ glass 
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house." Qn the contrary, the person who has 
published the polite hint in question, is wd- 
come to coiiimence his assault as soon as he 
pleases^ He cfin s^aioely point out one defect 
in the p^son, maimer, or mind of this writer, 
of which he is not already conscious. And if 
he meant by his menace any thing more ; if he 
meant ta insimiate.a suspicion to the public, 
that the honesty, integrity, or moral purity,, of 
• the man who* furbished the letters of the British 
Spy for pubUiation, are assailable on any 
ground of truth ; if such- was his intention he 
has intended an injury, at which this writer 
laugln^ in proud<«security ; an injury, for which 
his own heart, if it be a good one, will not for- 
give him so-soon, as will the heart of the man 
whom be has attempted to injure. 

The writer of this article tenders in return 
this hint ta the hinter ; that before he com- 
mences his hostile operations, he will be sure 
of his man. As to the person who really did 
furnish the British Spy — the finger of conjec- 
ture has been erroneously pointed at several who 
reside m this \Btate. It would be unjust and 
barbarous to punish the innocent for the guilty, 
if guilt can be justly charged on Uie British Spy. 
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LETTER X. 

^ Richfnondj December 10. 

In one of my late rides into the surrounding 
country, I stopped at a little inn to refresh my- 
self and my horse ; and, as the landlord was 
neither a Bonifece, nor "mii^e host of the gar- 
ter,'^ I called for a book, by way of killing tnne, 
while the preparations for my repfwt were going 
forward. He brought pae a shattered fragment 
of the second voliune of the Spectator, which 
he told me was the only book in the house, for 
" he never doubled his head about reading ;" 
and by way of conclusive proo^ he further 
uiformed me, that this fragmeQt, the only book 
in the house, had been deeping unmolested in 
the dust of his mantel-piece, for ten or fifteen 
years. I could not meet my venerable country- 
man, in a foreign land, and ia this humiliating 
plight, 4101 hear of the inhuman and gothic 
contempt with which he had been treated, 
wi&out the liveli^ emotion. So I read my 
host a lecture on the subject, to wiiich be 
appeared to pay as little attention as he had 
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before done to the Spectator; and, with the 
sang froid of a Dutchman, answered me in 
the cant of the country, that h6 " had other fish 
to fry," and left me. . . 

It had been so long since I had had an op- 
portunity of opening that agreeable collection, 
that the few numbers which were now before 
me, appeared almost entirely new ; and I cannot 
describe to you, the avidity and delight with 
which I devoured those beautiful and interest- 
ing speculations. 

Is it not strange, my dear S , that 

such a work should have ever lost an inch of 
ground? A style so sweet and simple, and yet 
so ornamented-! a temper so benevolent, so 
cheerful, so exhilarating ! a body of knowledge, 
and of c»rigin€^ thought, so immense and vari- * 
ous ! so strikingly just, so universally useful ! 
What person, of any i^e, sex, temper, calling, 
or pursuit, can possibly converse with the 
Spectator, without being conscious of imme- 
diate improvement? 

To the spleen, he is as perpetual and never- 
fitiling an antidote, as he is to ignorance and 
immorality. No matter for the disposition of 
mind in which, you take him up ; you catch, as 
you go along, the haroy tone of spirits which 
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prevails throughout the work; you smile at 
the wit, lau^ at the drollery, feel your mind 
cplightened, your heart opened, softened and 
refined ; and when you lay him down, you are 
sure to be 4n a better humour, both with your- 
self and every body else. I have never men- 
tioned the subject to a reader of the Spectator, 
who did not admit this to be the invariable 
process ; and in such a world of misfortunes, 
of c^es, and sorraws, and guilt, as this &, what 
a prize would this collection be, if it were rightly 
estimatedt- 

Were I the sovereign of a nation, which 
Bp6k6 the English language, and wished my 
subjects cheerful, virtuous and enlightened, I 
would furnish every poor family in my domi- 
tuons (and see that the rich furnished them- 
selves) with a copy of the Spectator; and 
ordain that the parents or children should read 
four or five nimibers, aloud, every night in the 
year. For one of the peculiar perfections of 
the work is, that while it contains such a mass 
oi ancient and modem learning, so much of 
I»:ofi>und wisdom, and of beautiful composition, 
yet there is scarcely a number throughout the 
eight volumes, which is not level to the 
meanest capacity. Another perfection is, that 
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the Spectator will never become tiresome to 
any one whose taste and whose heart remain 
uncomipted. 

I do not mean th^t this author should be 
read to the exclusion of others ; much less that 
he should stand in the way of the generous 
pursuit of science, or interrupt the discharge of 
social or private duties. All the counsels of the 
work itself have a directly reverse tendency. 
It furnishes a store of the clearest argument 
and of the most amiable and captivating ex- 
hortations, " tb raise the genius, arid to mend 
the heart." I regret, only, that such a book 
should be thrown by, and almost entirely for- 
gotten, while the gilded blasphemies of infidels, 
and "the noontide trances" of penicious theo- 
rists, are hailed with rapture, and echoed around 
the world. For such, I should be pleased to 
see the Spectator universally substituted : and, 
throwing out of the question its morality, its 
literary information, its sweetly contagious 
serenity^ and the pure and chaste beauties of 
its style ; and considering it merely as a curi- 
osity, as concentring the Imlliant spcnts of the 
finest cluster of geniuses that ever graced the 
earth, it surely deserves perpetual attentioD| 
respect and consecration* 
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There is, methinks, my S , a great 

fault in the world, as it respects this subject: 
a'giddy instability, a light and fluttering vanity, 
a prurient longing after novelty, an impatience, 
a disgust, a fastidious contempt of every thing 
that is old. You will not understand me as 
censuring the progress of sound science. I am 
not so infatuated an antiquarian, nor so poor a 
philanthropist, as to seek to retard the expansion 
of the human mind. But I lament the eternal 
oblivion into which our old authors, those 
giants of literature, are permitted to sink, while 
the world stands open-eyed and open-mouthed 
to catch every modem, tinselled abortion as it 
falls from the press. Iii the polite circles of 
America, for instance, perhaps there is no want of 
taste, and even zeal, for letters. I have seen seve- 
ral gentlemen who appear to have an accurate, 
a minute acquaintance with the whcde range of 
literature, in its present state of improvement : 
yet, you will be surprised to hear, that I have 
not met with more than one* or two persons in 
this country, who have ever read the works of 
Bacon or of Boyle. They delight to sauiUer 
in the upper story, sustained and adc^ned, as it 
is, with the delicate proportions, the foliage and 
flourishes of the Corinthian order; but they 
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disdain. to make any acquaintance', or hold 
communion at all, with the Tuscan and Doric 
plainness and strength which base and support 
the whole edifice. 

As to lord Verulam, when he is considered 
as the father of experimental philosophy ; as 
the champion, whose vigour battered down the 
idolized chimeras of Aristotle^ together with all 
the appendant and immeasurable webs of the 
brain, woven and hung upon them, by the in- 
genious dreame]:s of the schools ; as the hero 
who not only rescued and redeemed the world 
from all this darkness, jargon, perplexity and 
error; but, from the stores of his own great 
mind, poured a flood of Ught upon the earth, 
straightened the devious paths pf science, and 
planned the whole paradise, which we now 
find so frill of fragrance, beauty and grandeur ; 
when he is considered, I say, in these points 
of view, I am astonished that literary gentlemen 
do not court his acquaintance, if not through 
revereive, at least through curiosity. The 
person who does so will find every period filled 
with pure and soUd golden bullion : that bul- 
lion, which several much admired posterior 
writers have merely moulded into various forms, 
2V 
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or beaten. into leaf, and taught to spread its 
floating s{rfendours to the sun. 

This insatiate palate for no veky which I have 
mentioned, has had a very striking effect on 
the style of modem productions. The plain 
language of e^isy conversation will no longer 
do. The writer who contends for, fame, or 
even for truth, is obliged to consult the reigning 
taate of the day. Hence too often, in exposi- 
tion to his own judgment, he is led to encum- 
ber his ideas with a gorgeous load of orna- 
ments; and when he would present to the 
public a body of pure, substantial and usefiil 
thought, he finds himself constrained to encrust 
and bury its utility within a daz^ing case ; to 
convert, a feast of reason into a concert of 
sounds t a rich intellectual boon into a mere 
bouquet of variegated pinks and blushing roses. 
In his turn he contributes to establish and 
spread wider the perversion of the public taste ; 
and thus, on a principle resembling that of 
action and reaction, the author and the public 
reciprocate the injury ; just as, in the licentious 
reign of our Charles the 2d, the dramatist 
and his audi^ice were wont to poison each 
other. 
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A history of style wotild indeed be a curious 
and highly interesting one : I mean a philoso- 
phical, as well as chronological history; one 
which, beside marking the gradations, changes 
and fluctuations exhibited in the style of cHfler*- 
ent ages and different countries, should open 
the regular or contingent causes of all those 
gradations, changes aad fluctuations. I should 
be particularly pleased to see a learned and 
penetrating mind employed on the question:- 
Whether the gradual adornment, which we 
observe in a nation's style, result from the pro- 
gress of science ; or whether there- be ah in- 
fancy, a youth, and a manhood, in a nation's 
sensibility, which rising in a distant age, Uke 
a newborn biUow, rolls on through succeeding 
generations, with accumulating height and 
force, and bear&T along with it the <?bncurrent 
expression of that sensibility, until they both 
swell and tower into the sublime — and some- 
times break into the bathos. 

The historical facts, as well as the meta- 
physical consideration of the subject, perjdex 
these questions extremely ; • and, as Sii Roget 
de Coverly sayar,. " much may be said on both 
sides.'' For the present i shall say nothing on 
lather; except that from some of Mr. Eiair's 
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remarks, ijt would seem that neither of those 
hypotheses will solve the phenomenon before 
us. If I remember his opinion correctly, the 
most sublime style is to be sought in a state of 
nature; when, ante]:ior to the existence of 
science, the scantiness of a language forces 
a people to notice the. points of resemblance 
between the great natural objects with which 
they are surrounded; to apply to one the 
terms which belong to another ; and thus, by 
compulsion, to rise at once into simile and met- 
aphor, and launch into all the boldness of t^ope 
and figure. If this be true, it would seem that 
the progress of a civil^d nation toward sub- 
limity of style is perfectly a retrograde manoeu- 
vre : that is, that they will be sublime accord- 
ing to the nearness of their apjuroach ^o the 
primeval state Of nature. 

This is a curious, and to me, a bewitching 
subject. But it leads to a volume of thought, 
which is not to be <50ndensed in a letter. . I 
will remark only one extraordinary feet as it 
relates to style. The August9.n age is pro- 
nounced by some critics to have furnished the 
finest models of style, embellished to the high-^ 
est endurable point f and of this, Cicero is 
always adduced as the most illustrious example. 
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Yet it is remarkable, that seventy or eighty- 
years afterwards, wheii the Roman style had 
become much more luxuriant, and was de- 
noimced by the critics of the day* as having 
transcended the limits of genuine ornament, 
Pliny, the younger, in a letter to a friend, 
thought it necessary to enter into a formal vin- 
dication of three or four metaphors, which he 
had used in an oration, and which had been 
censured in Rome for their extravagance ; but 
which, by the side of the meanest of Curran's 
figures, would be podr, insipid and flat. Yet 
who will say that Curran's style has gone be- 
yond the point of endurance? Who is not 
pleased with its purity ? Who is not ravished 
by its sublimity. 

In England, how wide is the chasm between 
the style of Lord Verulam and that of Edmund 
Burke, or M'Intosh's introduction to his Vin* 
diccB GalliccB! That of the first is the plain 
dress of a Quaker; that of the two last the 
magnificent paraphernalia of Louis XIV. of 
France. In lord Terulam's day,iiis style was 
distinguished for its superior ornament ; and in 

this respect, it was thought impossible to sur- 

' - ... - 

* SeeCUiinetQliiai'i InstUutes. 
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pass it. Yet Mr. Burke, Mr. M'Intosh, and the 
other fine writers of the present age, have, by 
contrast, reduced lord Verulam's flower garden 
to the appearance of a simple cuUnary square. 
. Perhaps it is for this reaapn, and beca,use, as 
you know, I am an epicure, that I am very 
much interested by lord Verulam's manner. 
It is indeed a most agreeable relief to my mind 
to turn from the statelj and dazzling rhapso- 
dies of the day, and converse with this plain 
and. sensible old gentleman. To me his style 
is gratifying on many accounts ; and there is 
this advantage in hiin, that instead of having 
three or four ideas rolled over ,and over again, 
like thfi fantastic evoliHions and ever-changing 
shapes of the same sun-embroid^ed doud, you 
gdn new materiate, new information at every 
breath. 

Sir Robert Boyle is, in my opinion, another 
author of the same description, and therefore 
an equal, if not a higher favourite with me. 
In point of ornament he is the first grade in 
the mighty space, (tlirough the whole of which 
the gradations may be distinctly traced,) between 
BacOfi and Burke. Yet he has np redundant 
verbiage ; \xm about him a perfectly patriarchal 
simplicity f- and eveiy period is pregnant with 
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matter. He has this advantage too over lord 
Verulam ; that he not only investigates all tljie 
subjects which are calculated to try. the clear- 
ness, the force and the con^rehension of the 
hiunan intellect : he introduces others also, in 
handling of which he shows the masterly 
power with which he could touch the keys of 
the heart, and awaken all the tones of sensi- 
biUty which belong to man. Surely, if ever a 
human being deserved to be canonized for 
great, unclouded intelligence, and seraphic 
purity and ecstasy of soul, that being was Sir 
Robert Boyle. 

When I reflect that this " pure intelligence, 
this link between men and angels," was a 
Christian, and look around upon the petty in- 
fidels and deists with which the world swarms, 
I am lost in amazement ! Have they seen ar- 
guments against religion, which were not pre- 
sented to Sir Robert Boyle? His religious 
works show that they have not. Are their 
judgments better able to weigh those argu- 
ments than his was? They hav« not the 
vanity even to beheve it* Is the beam of their 
judgments more steady, and less liable to be 
disturbed by passion than his? No ; for in this 
he seems to have excelled all mankind. Are 
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their minds more elevated aikl more capable of 
comprehending the whole of this great subject, 
with all its connexions and dependenpies, than 
was the mind of Sir Robert Boyle? Look at 
the men : and the question is answered. How 
then does it happen that they have been con- 
ducted to a conclusion so perfectly the reverse 
ctf his? Jt is for this very reason; because 
their judgments are less extricated from the 
influence and raised above the mists of passion : 
it is because their minds are less ethereal and 
comprehensive ; less capable than his was ^^ to 
look through nature up to nature's God.'' And 
let them hug their preciousi barren, hopdiess 
infidelity: -they are welcome to the horrible 
embrace ! May we, my frigid, nSever lose the 
rich and inexhaustiUe comforts of religion* 
Adieu, my S . . . . • 
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The author of" An Inquirer" on the theory 

^'the earth, begs leave to oflfer the following 

observations to the publisher of " the British 

Spy," in answer to some of his additional 

notes. > 

When tho Inquirer read, in the seicond letter 
of the British Spy, that " the perpetual revolu- 
tion of the earth, from west to east, has the obvi- 
ous tendency to conglomerate the loose sands of 
the sea on the eastern coast," — "that whether 
the rolling of the earth to the east give to the 
ocean an actual countar*current to the west 
or not, the newly emerged pinnacles are 
whirled, by the earth'ti raotion, tiirough the 
waters of the deep;" and from the continued 
operation of the causes which produced them, 
that " all continents and iBlands will be caused, 
reciprocally to approximate;" wheA he read 
iheee and other similar passages, he saw no 
reason to doubt, that tte British Spy considered 
the ocean mnv, as well as formerly, affected by 

the rotation of the earth; or, to express the 
22 
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same thing more correctly, that the rotatory moK 
tion of the earth is but partially communicated 
to the ocean. ^ This opinion, which a thousand 
facts may be brought to disprove, and which 
the favourite cosmogonist of the British Spy 
says* no man can entertain who has the least 
knowledge of physics, it was decorous to sup- 
pose, had been advanced from inadvertence. 
If the meaning of the writer w^re taken by the 
Inquirer in a greater latitude than was meant^ 
he is not the less sorry for his mistake, because 
it was not a natural one, and was not confined 
to himself. 

But the annotator of the Spy, without say- 
ing whether the supposed current now exist or 
not, thinks Oiq former e:^istence of such a cur- 
rent not improbable, and puts a case by way 
of illustrating \m hjTpotheses. My reasoning 
on the subject, «5fflfl«wh at difierent from his, is 
briefly this: 

If Ihe who: jrfacti of the earth, when it 
fiTBt received its rotatory impulse, were covered 

with water, and this impulse were commmA- 

■ ^ -*■ - ' 

* Th\ passage in SmeUie's translation of Buffon stands 
thus : but every man who haa the least knowledge of phy- 
sics, must allow, that no fluid which surrounds the earth, 
canl)e aflfeded by its rotation.— FJJ. /. OnB^gular Winds, 
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<xUed^ to its solid part alone, then, indeed, a 
current to the west would be produced; and 
would continue, until the resistance, occasioned 
by the friction of the waters, gradually commu- 
nicated the whole motion of the earth to the 
ocean. . It is not easy to say,, when tins cur- 
rent would cease ; but it seems to me it would 
be more likely to wear the bed of fhe ocean 
smooth, than to raise protuberances ; and even, 
though it were to cause sand banks, it could 
never elevate them above its own kvel. 

I should observe that, to avoid circumlocu- 
tion, I admit a current of the west; because 
the effect is the same, as to alluvion, whether 
the earth revolve under the waters, or the 
waters roll over the earth ; though the fact is, 
that the ocean, like the oil in the plate, in the 
experiment proposed, woxild have a tendency 
to remain at rest, and ^iidt. '^r motion it 
acqidred, must be to the 6a.% Uke tkir of the 
earth from which it was derjv^il 

If we suppose a few solitary mouBtaina 
to lift their iieads above the circumfluous ocean, 
*we may infer, by the rules of strict analogy, 
that they would be worn away by the friction 
of the passing waters, rather than that they 
-nrould receive any accessions of soil. « 
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But let us suppose^ some ridges of mountiEitU! 
running from north to south, and of sufficient 
extent and elevation to obstruct the course of 
the waters. In this case, the sudden whirling 
of the earth to the east would force the ocean 
on its western shores, where it would accumu- 
late, until the gravity of the mas^ thus elevated, 
overcome the force which raised it. Then one 
vast undulation of the stupendous mass would 
take place, from shore to shore, and would 
continue until it gradually yielded to the united 
effect of friction and gravity. A comparison 
between vessels of different sizes, pardy filled 
with water, might enable us to form a rational 
conjecture of the term of this oscillation ; but 
be it in one year, or many years, I thmk the 
effect would more probably be, an abrasion 
«f the inouEtalQ, i\ma the formation of a 
coniineiiL 

But the pamduhi^j that the first impulse to 
theeaiih 'wqb oommunicated to its solid part 
alone, on which all these suppositions rest, is 
but a possibility: whether we suj^ose that the 
cause, which first whirled the earth mi its axis, 
is an ascending link in nature's <5hain of causes, 
or the immediate act of the first Great Cause 
of all, it is not unUkely that it penetrated and 
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influenced every panicle of matter, whether it 
were solid, Uquid or fierifonn. 

On this subject, our suppositions are to be 
limited only by our invention. One man may 
resort to electricity, according to an alleged 
property of that fluid ; another, to magnetism; 
a thirdj to the action of the sun's rays ; and a 
fourth, to a quality inherent in matter ; accord- 
ing to either of which hypotheses, no current 
could have existed. 

Mon^eur de Bufibn, indeed, ascribes the 
earth's rotation to a mechanical and partial im- 
pulse, the oblique stroke of a comet; but as, 
according to him, the earth was then one entire 
globe of melted glass, its rotatory motion murt 
have been imiform, long before the ocean 
existed. 

Whoever would dispel the clouds in which 
this question is envelopedj and make it as clear 
** as the light of heaveiij" shoidd indeed be mihi 
magnus Apollo: but hypotheeesj of which 
nothing cwi be said, but that they are not im- 
possible, though they may beguile the lounger 
of a heavy hour, are little likely to further our 
knowledge of nature. In so boundless a field 
of conjecture, with scarce one twinMing star to 
ruide us, we can hardly hope to find, among 
22* 
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the numberloflsiiadai of «Tor, that which mog^ 
leads to truth. 

/When the Inqiprer spoke of the; general 
bmdef9er3ement which macny subtenanean ap- 
pearances indicate^ he did not mean even to 
hint at their cause, but simply to esqnressi as the 
word imports, the topsyturvy disorder, in wHch 
v^etable and marine substances are found; the 
one &r abovej and the c^er &r belaw^ the seat 
of its original production. At the mom^it he 
was attempting to show, that every explana- 
tion of these phdhomena was imperfect and 
premature, he hardly would have ventured to 
give cmo himself; for though <' we should not 
BQ&T cmrselves to be passively fed on the .pap 
of science," when toe have attained our matur 
%ritt/j jet until we have attained it, he thinks it 
is better to be in leacUng-strrngs, than to stumble 
at every stepw 

In the pro^esi of science, I doubt whether 
sound pdnciples are abandoned for those that 
are leaa true. Novelty in moral speculation, 
aided as it may be, by our passbns^ may dazr 
sde and mislead, but in physics, though oae 
error may give place to anotheri when trutk 
once gets possessicm, she holds it fin% ever 
After. Thus the Uieories of cosmqgoiusts fol- 
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low one another^ like wave obtrading upon 
wave ; each demonstrjating the fallaey of those 
which went before^ and proved absurd in turn ; 
while the philosophy of Newton, in spite of 
the contkiued opposition of Frendi academi* 
eians, and the later reveries of StPierre, gradu- 
ally gains universal credit and respect. The 
member of the Royal Society, who accounted 
fcNT the trade winds by the transpiration of 
tropical se^-weed, may have had his admirers ; 
but he has not been able to shake the theory of 
Dr. Halley. If Harvey's system of generation 
had bc^ as well supported by fiu^ts, as his dis>- 
covery of the circulation of the blood, all hos- 
tility to the one, as well as the other, would 
have ended with his life. 

It certainly is not philosophical ''to discard 
a theory," because it may be unsuj^rted by 
a name, nor yet because there are other more 
recent theories. In these and many other 
general remarks, I entirely concur with the 
writer, though I do not clearly discern their 
application. 

I cannot conclude, without regretting, that I 
should be compelled to differ with a writer 
whose talents I so much admire, and whose 
aentimenis I so often approve ; but to borrow 
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260 T9E Bitrrs«H spy. 

«c cdebrated sentim^it, my esteem for tnith ex- 
ceeds even my e^eem fcHr the BriUfih Sjpy. 
Though neither of us may chance to convince 
the other, yet, if our discufision should lead 
' those who have not the same paraital tender- 
ness for particular hypotheses or doubts, to a 
better understanding of the subject, the light, 
that is thus dicited, will consde me for the 
collision which produced it 

October 1% 1803. 
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